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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. COHEN).

————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 6, 2007.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE
COHEN to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 26 minutes and each Mem-
ber, other than the majority and mi-
nority leaders and the minority whip,
limited to 5 minutes, but in no event
shall debate continue beyond 9:50 a.m.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. WELLER) for 5 min-
utes.

————

UNITED STATES-PERU FREE
TRADE AGREEMENT

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Good morn-
ing, and thank you, Mr. Speaker.

This week, the House will vote on a
trade agreement between the United
States and Peru. By moving forward on
the U.S.-Peru Free Trade Agreement
we are signaling that the United States
will not retreat from trade and will
maintain its commitment to its part-
ners.

I note that my district depends on
exports, both farmers, manufacturers,

and workers, and the U.S.-Peru Free
Trade Agreement is good for the 11th
District of Illinois. This agreement is
about economics; it is about the big
picture of our hemisphere. We know
the numbers.

For the United States, on day one, 80
percent of our exports, consumer and
industrial products, become duty free
immediately. Illinois’ small and me-
dium enterprises will benefit greatly
from the tariff elimination, as well as
its largest employer in the district I
represent, Caterpillar. Union workers
who build world-famous Caterpillar
machinery will benefit when their
products such as off-highway trucks
are no longer taxed when they arrive in
Peru. These vehicles sell for about $1
million and face a 12 percent tariff,
meaning $120,000 is added to the price
of the vehicle. That goes away on day
one, making Caterpillar equipment
more competitive with Asian competi-
tion, and meaning Caterpillar’s union
workers will build more machinery for
export.

The Peru TPA is good for Illinois
farmers. Soybeans become duty free
immediately, meaning new markets for
our farmers. Before this agreement, I1-
linois pork and corn were at a competi-
tive disadvantage to Chile and Argen-
tina, who faced lower tariffs than the
United States’ products going into
Peru. Now, our pork producers and
corn farmers will be competitive. In
fact, farmers’ groups say Peru and the
Colombia Free Trade Agreements are
the best deals ever negotiated on behalf
of agriculture. In fact, the U.S.-Peru
Free Trade Agreement has the poten-
tial to increase farm exports by well
over $700 million a year. We benefit
from two-way trade.

But this agreement has broader im-
plications beyond increasing exports
for Illinois farmers and manufacturers.
Peru is a leader in the hemisphere, and
the leadership of President Toledo and
now President Garcia is making a dif-

ference. Poverty is being reduced, real
jobs are being created, and Peru is be-
coming an economic success story for
the hemisphere. Peru is achieving re-
sults at home not by following anti-
American rhetoric or by giving in to
populist demagoguery, but by sound ec-
onomics and partnerships with the
United States. We congratulate Presi-
dent Garcia on his 8 percent economic
growth and poverty reduction, and I
note poverty is down to 49 percent this
past year. This trade agreement is not
the solution to poverty, but it is a tool
and it will help.

In 1994, 270,000 jobs in Peru relied on
exports; today, more than 1 million
rely on exports, thanks to trade grant-
ed by Andean Trade Preferences grant-
ed by this Congress. Now, this agree-
ment has the potential to create 1 mil-
lion more formal jobs in Peru because
of exports. Clearly, this partnership
with Peru will help lift more families
out of poverty.

The U.S.-Peru partnership also has
broader implications. Coca production
is down 70 percent since 1995. Today,
Peru is a hemispheric leader in secu-
rity, helping with peacekeeping in
Haiti and is hosting a campus of the
International Law Enforcement Acad-
emy. Peruvians elected President Gar-
cia to maintain the independence of
the country from extremist ideology
and to continue on a moderate path.

Now is the time to complete the
trade commitment with Peru. Peru-
vians and people across the hemisphere
are waiting to see what the United
States is going to do and whether we
are going to answer the question, are
we going to stand by our commitments
to our friends?

I urge my colleagues to pass the Peru
Free Trade Agreement this week with
a strong  Dbipartisan vote. Let’s
strengthen the U.S.-Peru partnership
that is good for both the United States
and is good for Peru.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 10
a.m. today.

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
until 10 a.m.

——
O 1000

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia) at 10 a.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Author of eternal promise and God of
mercy, You know, full well, that our
human nature is fraught with limita-
tions and wounded by sin. The result is
that peace in this world is never finally
established or lasts forever. The build-
ing of a peaceful society has to go on
all the time, day after day.

Lord, continue Your work in us. In
and through this representative democ-
racy keep this Nation ever vigilant to
secure the peace. By the outpouring of
Your grace may each person of this our
homeland struggle to control one’s pas-
sions, be willing to trust others, as well
as share human talents and riches with
the less fortunate.

May our true growth in becoming
Your Dbeloved community spread
around the globe and give You glory
both now and forever. Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
GINGREY come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GINGREY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 1347. An act to amend the Omnibus In-
dian Advancement Act to modify the date as
of which certain tribal land of the Lytton
Rancheria of California is deemed to be held
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in trust and to provide for the conduct of
certain activities on the land.

————————

DEMOCRATS PRIORITIZE
VETERANS NEEDS

(Mr. WALZ of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, as this Nation prepares to
honor our veterans on Veterans Day,
this new Democratic Congress has
shown an unwavering commitment to
those who have served this Nation so
bravely.

We have passed a Wounded Warrior
Assistance Act that takes the first
steps to address the problems brought
to light in the Walter Reed scandal by
improving outpatient medical care and
restoring efficiency by cutting bureau-
cratic red tape.

We have passed legislation that fo-
cuses on posttraumatic stress disorder
by requiring a program to reduce sui-
cide among veterans with suicide pre-
vention counselors at all medical fa-
cilities.

And we have passed a veterans appro-
priation bill that provides the largest
investment in veterans health care in
the 77-year history of the VA. We plan
on sending that funding bill to the
President’s desk this week after a vote
on this floor today.

Madam Speaker, a budget is far more
than a fiscal document. It is a reflec-
tion of this Nation’s values. America’s
veterans bravely served this Nation
and were promised health care to meet
the needs to take care of them once
they returned home. This new Demo-
cratic Congress is committed to ful-
filling that pledge.

——————

WORLD BANK SUBSIDIZING
AHMADINEJAD

(Mr. KIRK asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, three
blocks from our White House, the
World Bank is subsidizing the adminis-
tration of Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad. Last year the World
Bank cut a $220 million check to the
Government of Iran. After two U.N.
sanctions, the World Bank paid an-
other $50 million to Iran in August. Ac-
cording to the bank, they have another
$820 million on the way. World Bank
funding is paid through Iran’s Bank
Mali, which the U.S. Government has
now found to be a conduit for terrorist
financing. Over $5 million of World
Bank funds are now frozen in Bank
Mali’s accounts.

It is hard enough for the United Na-
tions to sanction a country, but it has
now sanctioned Iran twice. That united
voice of the United Nations should not
be undercut by a $800 million check in
funding by the World Bank to Iran.
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RESTORE DEMOCRACY IN
PAKISTAN

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Madam Speaker and Members of the
House, President Bush must take a
strong stand on the actions of Presi-
dent Musharraf in Pakistan. The con-
stitution of Pakistan must be restored,
and democratic rule must be given
back to the people. If we fail to do
that, then democracy fails in Pakistan
and we will see the exact environment
in which the Taliban, terrorists, al
Qaeda and others are born. Witness
Egypt and Saudi Arabia.

The restoration of democracy imme-
diately must be high on the agenda of
the Bush administration. Failure to do
so turns Pakistan into an armed dicta-
torship with a nuclear weapon.

We have spent tens of billions of dol-
lars in Pakistan to encourage their
fight against terrorism and the
Taliban. And what have we gotten in
return? We now see that the military
has started businesses with that
money. They have used it to pad their
retirement accounts. They have used it
to run their private businesses rather
than to defend the country and pros-
ecute the war against al Qaeda, the
Taliban, and other terrorists that are
now in northern Pakistan.

The choice is this administration’s.
They can speak out forcefully for de-
mocracy, or they can watch it wither
on the vine and we will have another
failed state in exactly a region where
we don’t need one.

———

SEND MILCON-VA TO PRESIDENT’S
DESK

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker,
if my grandmother were standing here
today, she would say your actions are
speaking so loudly I cannot hear one
single word you are saying. And she
would be saying that about the mis-
treatment of our veterans by this ma-
jority.

It has been over 140 days since the
House passed the MilCon-VA approps
bill and 8 weeks since the slow-moving
Senate passed it. The bill has strong bi-
partisan support and the President has
poised his pen ready to sign that bill.

Well, now the Democrats have de-
cided they are going to delay it. They
are going to play politics with it. They
are going to pile on other things
around it. And they are doing it to use
it as a political tool. How very, very
sad we find this situation.

We need to make certain that a polit-
ical tool is not made of our veterans
and our men and women in uniform.
They have sacrificed so much for this
country. It is imperative that we move
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the bill forward as a stand-alone bill.
As we go into Veterans Day, let’s honor
those who served by the actions they
see us take.

———

ENSURING PROMISES MADE TO
VETERANS

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, as
America prepares to honor our vet-
erans and those who continue to wear
the uniform this weekend, the Demo-
cratic Congress is proud of our record
over the last 10 months that has pro-
vided real support for our troops and
our veterans.

Today, we will take a vote on a final
veterans bill that increases funding for
veterans health care by $6.7 billion,
making it the single largest increase in
veterans funding in the 77-year history
of the Veterans Administration. This
bill invests $3.8 billion more than the
President requested.

The final conference report also in-
cludes $500 million above the Presi-
dent’s request for much-needed mainte-
nance in VA health care facilities, and
$600 million more than the President’s
request for mental health, PTSD and
traumatic brain injury. This invest-
ment is critically important at a time
when one-third of the veterans return-
ing from Iraq and Afghanistan face
mental health challenges.

Madam Speaker, today let us ensure
that no veteran is left behind by sup-
porting this bill that fulfills our prom-
ises to our Nation’s veterans.

————
FUNDING OUR VETERANS

(Mrs. DRAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. DRAKE. Madam Speaker, this is
day 37. That is 37 days so far that our
veterans have not had the use of in-
creased funding for their benefits and
health care. That is $18.5 million a day
not able to be used. In June this House
passed this appropriation bill with a $6
billion increase in a bipartisan manner.
On September 6, the Senate completed
their bill.

This work is done; yet the bill has
not been sent to the President who has
agreed to sign it. And why? Because
the Democratic leadership has decided
to use funding for our veterans as a
smoke screen in an effort to pass bil-
lions in unrelated domestic spending.

Our veterans are not pawns in a po-
litical game. They are heroes. These
funding issues must be considered sepa-
rately and on their own merits. Amer-
ica expects us to get the job done.
America expects us to provide the best
care to our veterans. Our veterans de-
serve no less.

Please join me in calling upon the
Democratic leadership to put our vet-
erans first and send a clean veterans
appropriation bill to the President.
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DEMOCRATS IMPROVE VETERANS
BENEFITS

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, as we
approach the Veterans Day holiday, I
want to express my support for all men
and women who have ever served our
country. I congratulate the new Demo-
cratic Congress for making remarkable
improvements to veterans benefits.

During this past year, we have al-
ready appropriated the largest increase
in veterans health spending ever. We
have also taken steps to increase
awareness about posttraumatic stress
disorder and other mental health needs
among veterans.

In addition, we seek to improve our
ability to prevent, to diagnose and
treat these conditions. I especially
would like to note a new awareness
about the needs of our women veterans,
and commend my colleagues in the
Women’s Caucus for making the needs
of women veterans a priority of ours
during this Congress.

As we commemorate Veterans Day
this weekend, let us all make a com-
mitment to continuing and renewing
our efforts to improve benefits for all
veterans.

———

DEMOCRATS USE MILCON-VA BILL
AS POLITICAL TOOL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, it has been 8 weeks
since the Senate passed the Military
Construction-Veterans Affairs appro-
priations bill and joined the House in
demonstrating overwhelming and bi-
partisan support for this legislation.
Yet, for two full months, the Democrat
leadership has refused to send this im-
portant piece of legislation to the
floor. They refuse to give our veterans
the funding they deserve.

This week the majority will bring the
VA bill to the floor attached to the
Labor, Health and Human Services and
Education appropriations bill. Rather
than send these bills to the President
on a stand-alone basis, something the
Democratic leadership promised they
would do, they are using this VA bill as
a political tool to push through other
legislation.

As a veteran and military parent, I
know it is time that our colleagues on
the other side of the aisle stop using
the military and our veterans as a po-
litical tool to help advance their other
spending priorities.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September the
11th.

————
DEMOCRATS TAKE AMERICA IN
NEW DIRECTION

(Mr. WELCH of Vermont asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Madam
Speaker, 1 year ago the American peo-
ple went to the voting booths and
voted for a new direction. This decision
was not only asking for a new Con-
gress, but asking Congress to head in a
new direction. One area: Make America
safer.

The last Congress ignored the rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission.
This Congress is implementing the rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission.
Our ports and skies are safer. Our first
responders have better access to emer-
gency communication. We are also rec-
ognizing very straightforward and di-
rectly that the cost of the war must in-
clude the cost of caring for the warrior,
and that is why we have passed the
largest increase in the veterans health
care budget in the history of the Vet-
erans Administration.

And finally, with cop-on-the-beat
oversight, we have uncovered the scan-
dal of tens of billions of dollars of
waste, fraud and abuse by companies
like Blackwater and Halliburton that
have benefited enormously from our
appropriations.

——
O 1015

QUIT PLAYING POLITICS WITH
OUR VETERANS

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, as
all Members rise to salute our veterans
just 5 days from now, I'm appalled that
the Democratic majority is holding
these veterans hostage by combining a
bill that we passed in this House 5
months ago to increase funding for our
veterans, as they pointed out in regard
particularly to health care, $6 billion,
and the President is ready to sign that
bill. But, no, the Democratic majority
wants to hold that bill and our vet-
erans hostage so they can pass a bloat-
ed-up, pork-laden, Health and Human
Services-Labor bill that increases
spending over the President’s request
by $9 billion.

I think this is a deplorable thing, and
I have called for the end of it in House
Resolution 786, which would change the
rules of the House so that no House
could ever combine our MilCon-Vet-
erans Administration budget again
with any other appropriations bill. It
would have to pass as a stand-alone
bill.

Let’s quit playing politics with our
veterans.

——————

DEMOCRATS HAVE PRIORITIZED
THE NEEDS OF OUR VETERANS
SINCE DAY ONE
(Mr. PERLMUTTER asked and was

given permission to address the House

for 1 minute.)
Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker,
this weekend and next Monday we will
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honor those who have served this Na-
tion on the front line of freedom and
democracy.

This Veterans Day, the Democratic-
led Congress is working to honor our
troops, military families, and veterans
with quality-health care.

Today, the House will give final ap-
proval to a veterans funding bill that
provides the largest increase for vet-
erans in the 77-year history of the VA,
and I hear our friends on the other side
of the aisle complaining that that’s 8
weeks overdue. Well, they had 12 years
to do this and they chose not to.

Over the last decade, while the num-
ber of veterans has doubled, our Na-
tion’s investment in their health care
needs has simply not been enough. Un-
like the President, this new Demo-
cratic Congress vowed to fulfill our
promise to our veterans; and, today, we
will pass a final veterans funding bill
that has been endorsed by all major
veterans groups.

This new Democratic Congress has
also made major strides in addressing
the military health care crisis and the
inadequacies of the disability system
brought to light by the Walter Reed
scandal.

Madam Speaker, as Veterans Day ap-
proaches, our Nation’s veterans and
military families should know that the
promises that have been made to them
will be fulfilled.

WE SHOULDN'T PLAY THESE
POLITICAL GAMES

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Madam Speaker, next
Monday is Veterans Day, and I think
all of us in America owe those who
have fought for our country, given
their lives, given their service to our
country, we all owe them a great deal
of gratitude.

But how is this Congress today, this
House, going to give and show our vet-
erans our gratitude? We’re going to
pass a military quality of life veterans
bill, and we’re going to attach a pork-
laden, overstuffed Labor-Health and
Human Services bill on the backs of
this bill.

The Senate’s not going to take this
bill up in this form. They’re going to
split the two bills. The President’s
made clear he’s not going to sign this
bill combining these two appropria-
tions bills. This is one of the most cyn-
ical and most political things I’'ve seen
in the 17 years that I've been here in
Congress.

To know that the President is not
going to sign this bill, to know that
the Senate is not going to allow this
two-bill pile-up to be considered in the
Senate, and yet we’re going to force
the Members of the House today in a
position where they shouldn’t be.

We shouldn’t play these political
games on the backs of our veterans and
our soldiers. I think that we should
split this bill and do it the right way
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and show our veterans on Veterans Day
that we really do appreciate their sac-
rifice and their service.

——————

WATERBOARDING IS A CRIME

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker,
it’s not as hard as the President would
like us to believe. Someone reminded
me over the weekend of something.
Here’s what he said.

When the Japanese Army subjected
American prisoners of war to
waterboarding, it was a crime, and
those responsible were severely pun-
ished. After World War II, several Japa-
nese soldiers were convicted for
waterboarding American and Allied
prisoners of war.

At the trial of his captors, Lieuten-
ant Chase Nielson, one of the 1942
Army Air Force officers who flew the
Doolittle raid over Tokyo, was cap-
tured by the Japanese, said, ‘“I was
given several types of torture. I was
given what they call the water cure.”

He was asked what it felt like when
the Japanese soldiers poured the water.
“Well, I felt more or less like I was
drowning,”” he replied.

And yet we have an administration
complete with Attorneys General and
designees who aren’t sure if water-
boarding is a crime. They can check
the record of war tribunals after World
War II, because the rest of the world is
sure. It was a crime then, and it is a
crime today.

Over the weekend I saw ‘““Rendition.”
It ought to be required viewing for this
body.

———

MILCON-VA APPROPRIATIONS BILL
NEEDS TO STAND ALONE

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, our veterans and our
troops have protected us from enemies,
foreign and domestic, in the past dec-
ades and currently today.

When has it become a part of our
congressional activity to not fully pro-
tect their interests? Our VA appropria-
tions bill passed the House over 140
days ago with strong bipartisan sup-
port. However, the House majority
party never appointed conferees for the
bill, where the Senate immediately ap-
pointed them.

The military and veterans appropria-
tions bill is now back on the floor with
an additional bill attached. Our
servicemembers, veterans and our
troops, deserve the best that Congress
can deliver to them. The MilCon-VA
appropriations bill should not be an ac-
cessory for massive labor spending.

Has politics blocked our activities in
Washington where we cannot pass a
military funding bill for our soldiers?

I stand here today with so many oth-
ers who join me in saying, our MilCon-
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VA appropriations bill needs to stand
alone, unattached to another bill.

ON SCHIP GOP DOES NOT SHARE
DEMOCRATS’ LEGISLATIVE GOALS

(Ms. RICHARDSON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. RICHARDSON. Madam Speaker,
House Democrats and some of our Re-
publican friends continue to fight for a
much-needed health care system that
we need for our children. Unfortu-
nately, though, the President and too
many Republicans in this body still
refuse to support a plan that has al-
ready received tremendous bipartisan
support in the Senate and from the
public.

Last month, after meeting with Re-
publican Members and our Democratic
leadership, once again we brought for-
ward a bill that would cover 10 million
children, 10 million American children
who live in this country who deserve to
be covered.

But Republicans, my colleagues, have
avoided taking this vote. We need to
make sure that our children are cov-
ered. Instead, they proposed a program
that would provide health care for 1.7
million fewer children in America.

Madam Speaker, 81 percent of Ameri-
cans support a bipartisan effort to pro-
vide health care for 10 million children.
I hope our Republican colleagues will
join us.

SLIDING GREASY PORK THROUGH
WASHINGTON IS THE WRONG
THING FOR THE DEMOCRATS TO
BE DOING

(Mr. AKIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, it’s been
144 days since the House passed the
Veterans Affairs appropriations bill.
This is a bill which does research on
prosthetic kinds of devices. It helps to
rebuild veterans facilities. It helps to
treat things like traumatic stress dis-
order. That’s the purpose for the
money that has been waiting now since
we passed it 144 days ago.

Unfortunately, that bill has been
held up in order to connect it with
other legislation ladened with pork on
the HHS bill.

Now, it’s been many years since I was
a combat engineer in the Army, but my
son is freshly back from Fallujah, and
to hold our veterans hostage in order
to try to slide greasy pork through
Washington is the wrong thing for the
Democrats to be doing.

They need to allow the bill to stand
on its own base, let the people take a
vote, and respect the veterans that we
want to respect.
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PRESIDENT ATTEMPTS TO USE
VETO PEN AS DISTRACTION
FROM HIS FISCAL MISMANAGE-
MENT

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, last
week President Bush tried to label this
new Democratic Congress a ‘‘do-noth-
ing” Congress. Is he serious? Or did he
simply forget that he signed bills into
law that were written and passed by
this Congress that increased the min-
imum wage, made college more afford-
able for millions of children, and made
our Nation safer by fully instituting
the nonpartisan 9/11 Commission rec-
ommendations?

The President is also ignoring the
fact that he’s vetoed legislation that
had strong bipartisan support. We sent
him a bill that would insure 10 million
children to have quality health care,
but he vetoed it.

We sent him another bill that would
have allowed for Federal funding of
stem cell research so that we can dis-
cover cures for diseases like Alz-
heimer’s and Parkinson’s; but, again,
the President vetoed it.

We also overwhelmingly approved a
bill that protects our communities by
building and repairing critical flood
walls and levies; but, again, last week,
the President said no.

This Congress is proud of its accom-
plishments, but there would be more if
the President stopped saying no to
progress. Fortunately, today we will
override his veto of the water resources
bill.

————
OUR VETERANS DESERVE BETTER

(Ms. GRANGER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, it’s
been over 140 days since the House
passed the MilCon-VA appropriations
bill. Already a month into the new fis-
cal year and we have yet to send a sin-
gle appropriations bill to the Presi-
dent, including the bill that funds our
veterans.

We should have sent the President
the MilCon-VA appropriations bill
weeks ago when the Senate appointed
their conferees, but the Democrat
House leadership consistently refused
to do so. Our veterans deserve better,
and the actions of the majority are
completely unacceptable.

House Republicans have been asking
for weeks, and we’re standing united
today, asking the MilCon-VA appro-
priations bill be sent to the President,
standing alone, and not attached to the
expensive Labor-HHS appropriations
bill. The Labor-HHS bill is $9.8 billion
over the President’s request, and the
President’s been waiting to veto it
since it passed the House.

Our veterans deserve better. They
shouldn’t be used as a political tool for
the majority.
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Those who have sacrificed so much
for their country deserve to be Con-
gress’ first priority.

———————

THE TROOPS COME FIRST

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I had
the opportunity about a month ago to
visit Iraq. When I did, I traveled on a
C-130 with troops into Baghdad and
drove in a Humvee through the city
with our troops.

While there, I made the decision that
I would do everything I could to sup-
port the troops. The troops are giving
all they can; and because of that,
whichever side of the aisle you sit on,
you need to support the troops and sup-
port the veterans funding bill that’s
coming before this House, in whatever
manner it comes, because the troops
come first.

This veterans bill gives veterans the
increases in medical care, in benefits
for veterans and increases in their pay
and increases for the soldiers’ salaries
that they need. This veterans bill is
important.

When we were in Qatar, the general
there, General North, said, Do one
thing when you go home, don’t forget
the troops, don’t forget the veterans
who have been injured, and fund them
and fund their veterans bill.

No matter how it is presented, we
should support the veterans and vote
for the bill.

VETERANS FUNDING

(Mr. CARTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARTER. Madam Speaker, we’ve
had a lot of talk about the veterans,
and of course, it’s coming up on Vet-
erans Day so we’re all going to be talk-
ing about the veterans.

We’ve got an opportunity to do some-
thing great. In a bipartisan manner,
the MilCon-VA appropriations sub-
committee passed out a bill that does
great things for our veterans, as our
colleagues have said here today.

But now a good bill, and I am blessed
to serve on that subcommittee, a good
bill is now going to be loaded down
with spending pork and we’re going to
ask our soldiers, once again, to lug
extra weight on behalf of the American
citizens, and that’s just flat wrong.

We need to have a clean bill, by
itself, so we can fund the veterans.
We’re already a month late on doing
this process. It’s time to get ready, do
our job, have a clean, non-loaded-down
veterans bill pass out of this House.
It’s important for our soldiers. They
deserve this blessing.
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J 1030
FUNDS FOR OUR VETERANS

(Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Madam Speaker, 4 years ago 1
served in Baghdad, Iraq, with the 82nd
Airborne Division, and I am proud of
my service.

In 2006, the election was about
change: change in Iraq, change here at
home, change how we treat our vet-
erans. Well, these are the problems
that we addressed in this Congress:

One, the Walter Reed tragedy. Our
answer? We passed the Wounded War-
rior Act.

Two, underfunding of veterans in
past Congresses. Our answer? We
passed the largest increase in Veterans
Administration history.

Three, the two signature injuries in
Iraq and Afghanistan are PTSD,
posttraumatic stress disorder and TBI,
traumatic brain injury. Our solution in
Congress, $600 million more than the
President asked for to address these
two injuries.

Later today, this House will take up
our bill with Congressman WALTER
JONES to give our troops a 3.5 percent
pay increase. Don’t listen to the rhet-
oric. The President says that increase
is unnecessary. I think it is exactly
what this Congress should be address-
ing.

———

NEVER PLAY POLITICS WITH
FUNDING FOR VETERANS SERV-
ICES

(Mr. SALI asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SALI. Madam Speaker, as we ap-
proach Veterans Day, it would seem
that the funding for the men and
women who have served our country
faithfully should be a no-brainer; yet,
under a new majority of this Congress,
the President has yet to send a single
appropriations bill, including funding
for our veterans.

We shouldn’t be on our floor asking
that the funds for our veterans be con-
sidered on their own merits. That
should just be the way that it’s done. It
is inexcusable to tie funding for our
veterans with a Labor-HHS appropria-
tions bill which can best be described
as wasteful.

This Congress has drifted far from
the priorities of the American people.
We should never play politics with
funding for veterans services. On Vet-
erans Day, it is fitting that we remem-
ber the sacrifices of the brave men and
women in uniform and their families
and their loved ones.

Our country was founded by coura-
geous patriots. It is sustained by the
same kind of people today. Our vet-
erans have done their duty to their
country, and it’s time that we do ours
by providing them with the benefits
they are owed.



H12746

HEALTH CARE SYSTEM FOR
VETERANS

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker, as
we listen to the politicized rhetoric we
are hearing from the other side today,
let’s keep one thing in mind; there is
no group that will stand ahead of our
Nation’s veterans when it comes time
for this Congress to make Federal
funding decisions.

This Congress, after years and years
of underfunding the VA, this Congress
added $13 billion of increased funding
to the Veterans Affairs health care sys-
tem. It’s the largest increase in the 77-
year history of the VA health care sys-
tem. We are going to send that bill to
the President, and if he chooses to veto
it, we have the opportunity to override
it. I can guarantee you that the Demo-
crats in this House are going to vote to
override it.

Madam Speaker, you tell me who is
responsible if the veterans don’t re-
ceive their funding on time.

———————

POLITICS AND PASSPORTS

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, with all
the discussion about protecting our
vulnerable borders from illegal intru-
sion by smugglers, criminals and for-
tune hunters, Homeland Security is
missing the obvious.

Legal ports of entry are as easy for
illegals to cross as the remote areas of
America’s porous borders. Media
sources report that the Government
Accountability Office did a study that
showed at least 10 percent of the
illegals who try to unlawfully enter the
U.S. at ports of entry are successful.

These failures to detect include drug
and weapons smugglers and one indi-
vidual who had an incurable type of TB
who was allowed to illegally enter the
United States 76 times. Homeland Se-
curity doesn’t argue with the results of
the GAO but simply makes excuses.

One solution, however, is to require
all people entering the United States
at ports of entry to have a valid pass-
port where the U.S. can record who en-
ters and who leaves our country. The
9/11 Commission recommended the
passport, but politics and the govern-
ments of Mexico and Canada and the
open borders crowd seem to Kkeep this
common sense idea from becoming a
reality. The security of this Nation de-
serves better. We need to use passports.

And that’s just the way it is.

—————

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS AND
VETERANS

(Ms. SHEA-PORTER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, I was a military spouse, and I am
the proud wife of a veteran now.
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Of course, I support the veterans. I
am also on the Armed Services Com-
mittee, and it is in that capacity that
I have had the sad task of listening to
what the administration has done to
our servicemen and women and to our
veterans.

We just need to say a name of a cou-
ple of hospitals to understand that the
President has not honored the commit-
ments to our troops. This democrat-
ically led Congress is honoring com-
mitments. We have passed the greatest
budget in history for our veterans.

But we have another problem with
the President right now. The President
wants to give our brave troops only a 3
percent pay increase, and the Demo-
crats are leading the fight for 3.5 per-
cent pay increase.

Why is the President refusing to give
our soldiers, who are fighting for us, an
increase in pay? Only the President
and this administration can answer
that question.

I want America to know that I am
the proud wife of a veteran. I am here,
along with my colleagues, to fight for
veterans, and that’s what we are doing
every day.

—————

OUR VETERANS DESERVE OUR
SUPPORT, NOT CHEAP PARTISAN
POLITICS

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Madam
Speaker, on October 8, 1954, President
Dwight Eisenhower signed a proclama-
tion urging all Americans to observe
each November 11 as Veterans Day.
That proclamation said the following:

“On that day, let us solemnly re-
member the sacrifices of all those who
fought so valiantly, on the seas, in the
air, and on foreign shores, to preserve
our heritage of freedom . . .”

There is broad bipartisan support for
the Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs appropriations bill in
both Houses of Congress. The President
has indicated that he will sign the bill.

I call on the leadership of this House
to bring that bill to the floor, by itself
on its own, this week, so that it can be
signed into law before Veterans Day.
During this time of war, we need to
show our veterans and those on active
duty that we honor the service and the
sacrifice of those who have answered
freedom’s call.

Please let us rise above the politics
and do what is right to honor our vet-
erans.

—————

FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE
TROOPS

(Mrs. GILLIBRAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Madam Speaker,
I rise today in support of Mr. MURPHY’s
resolution to strongly urge the Presi-
dent to give our soldiers, sailors, air-
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men and marines the pay raise that
they deserve.

The military families in my district
have sacrificed more than any of us
could ever imagine, for mothers and fa-
thers who have to run households while
their spouses are deployed over and
over again, to parents and grand-
parents that watch the news every
night with dismay, to returning sol-
diers that have to piece together their
lives upon the return from a war zone.

These families deserve more than
just the cost-of-living adjustment pro-
posed by the President. They deserve a
raise. While the 3.5 percent increase
that we are able to add to the defense
authorization bill is a good start, there
is much more that we can and should
do. Yet the President may still veto
this raise.

I urge my colleagues to vote for this
resolution, to tell the President to lift
his objection to this well-deserved
raise for the brave men and women who
serve in our military.

————
OUR VETERANS DESERVE BETTER

(Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Madam
Speaker, I rise today in strong support
of our Nation’s veterans who have
fought hard to protect our freedoms
and preserve our liberties.

It has been over 140 days, more than
4 months since the House passed the
MilCon-VA appropriations bill and
nearly 8 weeks since the Senate passed
it. My colleagues on both sides of the
aisle joined together to craft and pass
this important legislation, and the
President is standing by, waiting to
sign it into law.

Yet it was only last week the Demo-
cratic leadership announced that they
were finally going to take action, not
to pass the bill, but, instead, to use
funding of our veterans as a political
tool to help ensure passage of a mas-
sive increase in spending in the Labor-
HHS appropriations bill.

I stand here today in support of our
Nation’s veterans, in support of
MilCon-VA appropriations, and
staunchly oppose the Democratic lead-
ership’s attempt to use veterans as
human shields to pass this bad Labor-
HHS bill.

Our veterans deserve better and Con-
gress must deliver.

——————

DEMOCRATS HAVE PRIORITIZED
THE NEEDS OF OUR VETERANS
SINCE DAY ONE

(Mr. LYNCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, I do
want to encourage my colleagues
across the aisle to remember the his-
tory here.

It was not long ago that the previous
VA Secretary, Mr. Nicholson, came be-
fore this House and complained that
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the VA was $1.1 billion in the red. That
was under a House Leadership that was
Republican, and that left short many
of the needs of our veterans.

It was when the Democrats in Janu-
ary took over that we pushed this larg-
est single appropriations bill in the his-
tory of the VA to address all of those
unmet needs, and I just asked my col-
leagues across the aisle to work with
us. No one is complaining here today
about the content of that bill or the
process that brought it to this floor.

Many of the ideas in that bill are
part and parcel of what my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle would
hope for. We just need to work together
today to get this bill to the floor, get
it done, and get it to the President for
his signature.

————
COUPLING APPROPRIATIONS BILLS

(Mr. GOODLATTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to oppose the majority’s
plan to combine two unrelated appro-
priations bills, the Department of
Labor, Health and Human Services and
Department of Education and the fund-
ing for Veterans and Military Con-
struction.

I oppose this combined approach be-
cause, in doing so, the Democrat ma-
jority is using political maneuvering to
avoid tough spending choices in the
controversial Labor-HHS and Edu-
cation bill.

I hope we all agree that we need to
keep our commitment to veterans by
supporting veterans benefits and mili-
tary construction provisions. But the
majority should not use the popularity
of veterans funding to build a legisla-
tive Christmas tree by including labor
and health spending at $10 billion
above the President’s request.

No one is fooled by this craven ma-
nipulation of benefits for our Nation’s
veterans. Let’s debate these bills indi-
vidually, rather than holding funding
for veterans military care and military
facilities hostage with a controversial
bill.

————

MAKING HISTORIC INVESTMENT IN
OUR VETERAN CARE

(Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, veterans are a number one
issue in the State of Kansas. We found
it just appalling how shameful the lack
of funding for our veterans had become.

When I came to this Congress, I can’t
tell you how pleased I was that we put
$5.2 billion of emergency spending into
our veterans funding, and a lot of that
came right into the good hospitals of
Kansas. That $5.2 billion of emergency
funding was also called ‘‘pork.” How
somebody could call funding our vet-
erans ‘‘pork’ was just beyond me.
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Today, we are making a historic in-
vestment in our veteran care. I am
hoping that we can come together
across the aisle in a bipartisan manner
and stand up for our veterans and in-
sist that our President sign this bill
and start to take care of our veterans
as they should have been.

———

CONCERN OVER DELAY IN
FUNDING FOR VETERANS

(Mr. KLINE of Minnesota asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KLINE of Minnesota. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to join my col-
leagues in asking the leadership of this
House to bring the Military Construc-
tion and VA funding bill to the floor
for a stand-alone vote.

Earlier this year, many of us felt the
pain when a young marine in my dis-
trict committed suicide after honor-
ably serving in Iraq after he visited
two VA hospitals. We recognize, as a
body here, that we need to provide the
funding for our VA. We passed the bill
in this House, 409-2. This is a bill with
bipartisan support.

We have heard rhetoric from the
other side of the floor that says this is
so important that we should pass this
legislation no matter what pork-laden
legislation it’s tied to. That’s what is
the trouble here, my colleagues, is that
the leadership of this House has taken
a cynical action to attach an impor-
tant bill that has strong bipartisan
support to a piece of legislation they
know that many of us did not support
and the President has promised a veto.

I ask the leadership to reach out, as
one of my colleagues said, and work in
a bipartisan way, which is easily done
by separating this legislation. Let’s get
it done today.

———————

OUR COMMITMENT TO THE BRAVE
MEN AND WOMEN WHO SERVE
OVERSEAS

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, war
has changed, but our commitment to
the brave men and women who serve
overseas remains the same. This Demo-
cratic Congress today is passing a vet-
erans bill prioritizing veterans by fully
funding the Veterans Administration.
We recognize the changing needs of our
new veterans by allocating funding to
address conditions like PTSD, and we
supported a pay raise for military fam-
ilies that this President, who has no
trouble sending our troops and billions
of dollars into Iraq, called unnecessary.

Now, today, we are going to finally
pass this Veterans appropriations bill.
We are going to keep the promise we
made to service men and women when
they volunteered to serve our Nation
overseas by taking care of them when
they come home. This is the largest
veterans increase for health care in
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history. This is the commitment of the
Democratic prompt of the Democratic
Congress, and we are going to make
sure it happens today, regardless of
what the President decides to do, if he
vetoes it or not.

We will just come back again and
again and again regardless of his veto.
We are tired of the fact that this Presi-
dent gets up and says that he supports
these initiatives but then vetoes them.

J 1045
TRICK OR TREATING IN CONGRESS
(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker,
Halloween was last week, but trick or
treating may be a part of the House of
Representatives this week if the Demo-
crats have their way on the veterans
funding bill.

It was over 140 days ago that this
Congress passed a veterans funding
bill. It was a good bill. So why hasn’t
this bill made its way to the Presi-
dent’s desk? The President has said he
will sign this bill. Our veterans need
this funding. They deserve this funding
that the bill would provide.

Instead, the Democrats are pre-
empting Thanksgiving holiday by serv-
ing up a turkey of a funding bill, a tur-
key that is filled with pork-based stuff-
ing.

The business of national defense and
the business of taking care of the very
real needs of our veterans is just too
important just to satisfy the urge to
spend extra money that we just don’t
have in order to fund pet projects.

I want to say thank you to America’s
veterans, to those veterans who go to
our veterans health care center in St.
Cloud, Minnesota. I want to thank you
for what you have done, for your sac-
rifice for this country.

Let’s pass this bill.

————

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING
THE SACRIFICE OF SERGEANT
LOUIS GRIESE

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, Louis
Griese served with honor, with courage
and skill; and last week on October 31,
he lost his life while serving his third
tour of duty in Iraq.

Please join me in honoring his mem-
ory. He leaves behind a wife, Stephany,
and 4-month-old daughter, Skylar.

Sergeant Louis Griese of Sturgeon
Bay, Wisconsin, was killed as a result
of wounds incurred from a roadside
bomb. His family believes in service to
one’s Nation. A true believer in service,
Sergeant Griese followed in the foot-
steps of his father who fought in the
Korean War.

Sergeant Griese’s mother, Susan
Frihart, described her son, saying, ‘‘He
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was very proud to be a soldier. He
didn’t want to leave his newborn baby,
but he left because that was his duty.”

Every Member of Congress and every
American owes a debt of gratitude to
Louis Griese and his family for his
dedicated and honorable service. Ser-
geant Griese made the ultimate sac-
rifice, and his service shall not be for-
gotten.

I ask all of you to join me in a mo-
ment of silence on his behalf.

————
DR. OSCAR ELIAS BISCET

(Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor-
ida. Madam Speaker, yesterday the
President of the United States, Presi-
dent Bush, honored eight outstanding
individuals with the Presidential
Medal of Freedom. One of those indi-
viduals was Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet, a
political prisoner in Cuba.

Dr. Biscet is a 46-year-old physician
and peaceful advocate of freedom and
democracy. Dr. Biscet is an honest and
decent man of principle who cites Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Gandhi and the
Dalai Lama as his role models. He has
dedicated his entire life to defending
human rights and advancing the cause
of democracy in Cuba.

And for that, Madam Speaker, in 2003
Dr. Biscet was sentenced to 25 years in
prison and today sits in solitary con-
finement in a totally darkened 3-foot
by 6-foot cell commonly known there
as ‘“The Tomb.”

Dr. Biscet and hundreds of other indi-
viduals just like him keep the hope for
democracy alive for the Cuban people.
He’s a true patriot, Madam Speaker.
He’s a patriot for the Cuban people, a
true hero and an example for everyone
who loves freedom.

I want to thank President Bush for
once again standing with the Cuban
people and making a strong statement
for freedom.

I am in awe of Dr. Biscet’s bravery,
and I look forward to the day that he
can walk in freedom along with his
people in his honor.

————

HONORING THOSE VETERANS WHO
PROTECTED US

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker,
today my colleagues will enumerate
the importance of funding bills that
this Congress has yet to pass. One of
these bills, the veterans appropriations
bill, is particularly important, and the
lack of progress for political purposes
is simply atrocious.

This past weekend, I met with vet-
erans from Louisiana who had come to
visit the beautiful World War II Memo-
rial. One man had stormed Omaha
Beach on D-Day. Another was a mem-
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ber of the famed Buffalo Soldiers, an
original member of the famed Buffalo
Soldiers. These men are heroes.

I heard firsthand their needs, the in-
creased attention that’s needed for
mental health purposes and other bet-
ter VA services.

Madam Speaker, as we approach Vet-
erans Day, let us in Congress dem-
onstrate our appreciation. Let us pass
a veterans appropriations bill as prom-
ised without wunrelated pork-laden
spending bills attached. Let us pass it
to honor those who have protected us
so bravely and for those who continue
to serve valiantly to protect us today.

—————
MILCON-VA APPROPRIATIONS

(Mrs. SCHMIDT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SCHMIDT. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to protest the majority’s de-
cision to tie the funding of our vet-
erans to the Labor, Health and Human
Services appropriation bill.

The facts of this case are simple. The
House had passed a bill on June 15, fol-
lowed by the Senate on September 6,
that supports our veterans and the pay
raises and the funding that they need.
The differences in these bills are min-
iscule. The Senate has appointed their
conferees. Our House has yet to do the
same. What’s the hold-up? Politics.
Rather than bringing the MilCon-VA
conference report to the floor as a
stand-alone measure, a measure that
will be supported by both parties, sup-
ported by the President and signed into
law, the other side has decided to tie it
to a controversial bill that the Presi-
dent has said time and time again he
will veto.

Madam Speaker, our veterans have
risked their lives for us without regard
to political affiliation. We have to stop
the politics. We have to work for our
veterans.

I ask that we use this time in a bi-
partisan fashion and pass the MilCon-
VA bill as a stand-alone bill.

————

MILCON-VA APPROPRIATIONS
CONFERENCE REPORT

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, we cele-
brate Veterans Day on November 11.
Every day in this country should be
Veterans Day, that is, we should high-
light veterans and thank them for
their service to our country.

Yet, it’s been over 140 days since the
House passed the MilCon-VA appropria-
tions bill and 8 weeks since the Senate
passed it. The bill has strong bipar-
tisan support and the President is
ready to sign it. Yet Democrats have
delayed bringing this bill to the floor.

The Democrats finally announced
they’re bringing it to the floor this
week, but instead of voting on a stand-
alone bill which would ensure quick
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passage and provide funding for our
troops and veterans, they’re using it as
a political tool by attaching it to the
Labor-HHS bill.

The American people hate this kind
of political posturing. They know that
when bills are combined like that, that
it’s a political and cynical ploy. That’s
the only way the Democrats can get
their pork-barrel spending passed is by
attaching it to the military bill.

By using it as a political tool instead
of an urgent spending priority, the
Democratic leadership illustrates
where their priorities are, and they
aren’t with our troops and veterans.

———

SUPPORTING OUR AMERICAN
HEROES

(Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee.
Madam Speaker, I rise today in support
of our American heroes, the men and
women who have served this great Na-
tion, our veterans.

On June 15, the House passed the
Military Construction and Veterans Af-
fairs appropriations and did not ap-
point conferees. The Senate passed the
same in September, on September 6,
over 60 days ago; and they immediately
appointed conferees.

This tactic of holding veterans fund-
ing hostage creates a dangerous prece-
dent. The House is now faced with un-
related policies being forced into this
bill.

Veterans funding is not a means of
playing politics. Using our veterans
and funding our next year’s election is
unconscionable.

Fund the veterans, and let’s move on
to the next piece of legislation. Our
focus should be on keeping our prom-
ises to our veterans and those who have
served so bravely.

Madam Speaker, separate these bills.

————

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS APPROPRIA-
TIONS BILL

(Mr. LAMBORN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMBORN. Madam Speaker, al-
most 5 months ago the House passed
the Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs appropriations bill. Eight
weeks ago it passed the Senate.

I'm a member of both the Armed
Services Committee and the Veterans’
Affairs Committee; and I, like most
Members of Congress, voted for the
bill. It will provide funding to ensure
our veterans receive their benefits in a
timely fashion and will provide our
troops with the resources necessary to
keep America safe.

However, the Democrat leadership
has failed to get this bill to the Presi-
dent’s desk despite tremendous bipar-
tisan support. It is sad that they are
choosing to abuse their leadership posi-
tion by playing politics with the needs
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of our veterans and our servicemen and
women.

This bill, were it to stand alone,
would enjoy overwhelming bipartisan
support in both the House and the Sen-
ate. Yet, the Democrat leaders have
failed, to this day, to appoint conferees
to a conference on this bill. Instead,
they joined it to a bloated Labor bill.
These are the kinds of political games
that disgust the American people.

———

UNTIE MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
AND VETERANS FUNDING

(Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Madam Speaker, let us suppose
that I went out to buy a new car today,
and I went to the dealer and I made a
deal, saw exactly what I wanted, made
an agreement on the price, and I called
him up tomorrow and asked when it
would be available, and I called him up
the day after that, and I called him up
the day after that, and after 140 days
he finally said, you can come in and
pick up your car. And when I went in
to pick up the car he said, oh, by the
way, we have this used car in the back
that no one will buy, this clunker, this
thing that won’t work, and that’s part
of the deal. Now, you have to not only
pay what it’s worth, but you have to
pay $9.7 thousand additional dollars for
it.

Would you consider that fair? Would
that be considered fair dealing? Would
you really be concerned about the pur-
chaser and what they’re purchasing, or
would it look like sharp practices?
Would it look like kind of rope-a-dope?
Would it look like a bait-and-switch?

What do we have here?

We have a bill that’s been waiting for
140 days for us to vote on that we have
almost unanimous agreement on, and
what are they doing? They’re tying a
clunker to it.

Untie this, Madam Speaker,
allow us to get our business done.

———

OUR VETERANS DESERVE BETTER
THAN POLITICS

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, it used to be that there were
just some things you simply didn’t
play partisan games with: Our mili-
tary, our kids, and especially our vet-
erans.

But not in this Congress. In this
House of politics, no matter is safe
from political posturing and exploi-
tation. From playing class warfare
with every proposal, to using children
as political props, politics has trumped
policy from day one.

Now the new majority has sunk to a
new low, holding our Nation’s proud
veterans hostage. And for what,
Madam Speaker? Pork.

and
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Though the veterans spending bill
passed this House months ago with 409
votes, the new majority has refused to
allow the legislation to move forward,
and veterans demand action.

This is a clear demonstration of
where the majority’s priorities lie. It’s
shameful and sad that the loony left in
this House are willing to exploit our
veterans as a political tool so that they
can get their hands on ever more hard-
earned American tax dollars.

Madam Speaker, bring up the vet-
erans bill free from pork and free from
politics.

———
MINI-BUS APPROPRIATIONS BILL

(Mr. SHUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to call out to the American
people to ask them to take notice of
what’s happening here on the floor.
When the majority party took control
in January, they promised a new direc-
tion. But the only direction they’ve re-
ceived is to go backwards. Here it is
November, and the President has not
received one appropriations bill on his
desk.

The Congress has not moved this
slowly in 20 years, and the reason is
purely political. They want to dras-
tically increase social spending, and
they can’t get a bill passed on social
spending without coupling it and hold-
ing hostage our veterans bill.

Our veterans deserve better. Our vet-
erans deserve the funding that they
need.

I hope every veteran in America is
listening to this debate today. I hope
they realize that the veterans funding
is being held hostage.

The President will veto the social
spending the Democrats propose and
thus delay the funds needed to go to
our veterans around this country.

I urge the majority party to stop this
charade, give the veterans a straight
up-or-down vote, and it’ll pass this
House overwhelmingly.

I thank the Congress for listening. I
thank the American people for listen-
ing to me.

——
FUNDING FOR OUR VETERANS

(Mr. SHADEGG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SHADEGG. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to express my disappoint-
ment and sadness at the majority’s
politicization of funding for our vet-
erans.

This is a sad day. Today, the major-
ity is tying Veterans Affairs funding to
outrageous overspending in a com-
pletely separate bill to pork. That is a
sad day. It’s using our veterans for po-
litical gain.

America’s veterans deserve better
than that. They deserve the support of
the American people, and they -cer-
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tainly deserve the support of this Con-
gress.

Yet, as you’ve heard, the Veterans
Affairs appropriations act passed this
Congress months ago. It should have
gone to the President. But here we
stand today fighting the leadership of
the Democratic Party who has decided
to attach that bill to a separate, con-
tentious, already bloated spending
measure, essentially to blackmail our
veterans.

Madam Speaker, next week is Vet-
erans Day, and this is how we’re hon-
oring our veterans who have served our
country and fought for our freedom.

Our veterans deserve the money in
this legislation. They deserve to have
the appropriation passed as a stand-
alone. I call on the Congress to do that
now, today, and not to punish our Na-
tion’s veterans.

———
O 1100

STILL WAITING FOR VETERANS
FUNDING

(Mr. PEARCE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PEARCE. Madam Speaker, 40
years ago I won the lottery. That was
the draft lottery and I was able to
serve in Vietnam because I did win
that. An entire generation of young
men and women did the same; yet
today the majority is playing games
with our veterans, who sacrificed so
much back then.

Today marks the 37th day past the
fiscal year that Congress has failed to
pass veterans funding. We are losing
$18.5 million a day.

I hold two copies that I will insert
into the RECORD. These letters were
signed by 89 Members and asked the
Speaker and majority leader in the
Senate to put aside partisan games-
manship and bring a stand-alone vet-
erans bill to the floor. Since I wrote
these letters, weeks have passed, a fis-
cal year has run out, and our veterans
are still waiting on us to finalize a bill
to provide the funding for their benefit.

Madam Speaker, it is time for us to
do our job. Let’s fulfill the promises we
made to our veterans. Let’s remember
those who have served honorably, and
let’s treat them honorably.

———

CALLING FOR A CLEAN VETERANS
FUNDING BILL

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, 2
months ago today, our colleagues in
the other body passed this very impor-
tant bill designed to provide assistance
to our veterans. And here we are 2
months later, and there is a desperate
need to ensure that our Nation’s vet-
erans have exactly what they deserve.

Yesterday afternoon I followed the
example of our colleague, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. YOUNG), and
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his wife, Beverly, who regularly go out
and visit our wounded troops, and I
went out to the Walter Reed Army
Hospital. I had the opportunity to see a
number of these courageous men who
have sacrificed and have been wounded.
And I couldn’t help but think of it, as
I came back and went to the Rules
Committee last night and saw this at-
tempt being made, which they have
done, to tie the Labor, Health and
Human Services appropriations bill to
the Veterans bill, as nothing but pure
politics which undermine the ability
for us to get what these brave men and
women who have fought on behalf of
the cause of freedom need.

This is wrong. We have got to end it
right now. Bring a clean bill to this
floor.

———

SAY “THANK YOU” TO OUR VET-
ERANS BY ADOPTING A STAND-
ALONE VETERANS FUNDING
BILL

(Mr. GOODE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOODE. Madam Speaker, I rise
to thank the men and women in the
United States Army, Navy, Air Force,
Marine Corps, and Coast Guard for
serving our Nation in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and around the world. They are
honorably and bravely fighting terror-
ists overseas in order to protect Amer-
ican families at home.

One way we can say ‘‘thank you’ to
these brave men and women is to adopt
a Veterans appropriations bill, stand-
alone, with a unanimous or near unani-
mous vote. It does not need to be
wrapped up into something else. We
need to send a loud and clear ‘‘thank
you’’ to our veterans in a veterans-only
bill. Let’s do it. Let’s vote it up and
say a great ‘‘thank you’” before Vet-
erans Day to our veterans.

—————
HOLDING VETERANS FUNDING
HOSTAGE CREATES A  DAN-

GEROUS PRECEDENT

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, the
House passed the Military Construc-
tion-Veterans bill on June 15, over 140
days ago. The Senate passed a bill on
September 6, sent it over to the House,
and immediately appointed conferees.

The minority appointed their con-
ferees. But up to now, we have never
had conferees appointed on this bill,
which means this bill that the Presi-
dent has announced he would sign
could have become law before October
1. It means that military families, vet-
erans, and retirees could be receiving
the benefits of up to $18.5 million every
single day since October 1.

This tactic of holding veterans fund-
ing hostage creates a dangerous prece-
dent. What controversial, unrelated
policies could go on this bill in the fu-
ture?
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Madam Speaker, let’s stop this prac-
tice today before it starts.

————

STOP THE POLITICAL GAMES;
PROVIDE FUNDING FOR OUR
TROOPS AND OUR VETERANS

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Madam Speaker and my
colleagues, this is the first time I have
come out for a 1-minute address, and I
think it is necessary that I also voice
my disapproval with what is hap-
pening.

Right now the Congress of the United
States is at an 11 percent approval rat-
ing. And, unfortunately, the actions
dealing with our veterans and military
appropriations measures is going to, I
think, further erode public confidence
in this body.

Right now in what is going to play
out in the next number of hours, our
military and our veterans, unfortu-
nately, will be held hostage. Unfortu-
nately, too, our veterans and our mili-
tary are going to suffer from this, all
in an attempt to try to, I guess, embar-
rass the President of the United States.
But in turn we will be embarrassing,
and further eroding confidence in, this
House.

We need to work together to pass in
a bipartisan effort the funding for our
troops and our veterans and stop the
political games.

——————

EARMARKS IN THE LABOR-HHS-

VETERANS FUNDING APPRO-
PRIATIONS CONFERENCE RE-
PORT

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, people
may wonder why we are doing this,
combining these two bills, the Vet-
erans bill and also Labor-HHS. It is
easy to see when you look at it.

There are some 150 pages of earmarks
in this conference report, including
nine air-dropped earmarks. Now, these
are earmarks that weren’t considered
by either the House or the Senate.
They were simply air-dropped into the
bill that we have no opportunity to
amend out. We have violated our own
rules. We are violating our own rules to
do this: $1 million for the Thomas
Daschle Center for Public Service and
Representative Democracy. We are
spending $1 million in this bill, air-
dropped into the bill, with no oppor-
tunity to amend it out, a center for
public service and representative de-
mocracy at a university somewhere
named for a former Member of Con-
gress.

This simply isn’t right. This isn’t
right. We shouldn’t be doing this. This
institution deserves far better than we
are giving it.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ of California). Pursuant
to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will
postpone further proceedings today on
motions to suspend the rules on which
a recorded vote or the yeas and nays
are ordered, or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

————

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS THAT BASIC PAY FOR
MEMBERS OF ARMED FORCES
SHOULD BE INCREASED

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Madam Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 162) ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that
Congress and the President should in-
crease basic pay for members of the
Armed Forces, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 162

Whereas the United States continues to
rely extensively upon the members of the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and
Coast Guard who are deployed overseas and
stationed at military support installations
within the United States;

Whereas members of the Armed Forces, re-
gardless of branch of service or whether serv-
ing in an active or a reserve component,
have carried out their mission objectives
with valor, distinction, and steadfast dedica-
tion to the cause of liberty and democracy;

Whereas more than 1,600,000 members of
the Armed Forces have deployed to Iraq or
Afghanistan, and many of these members
have served multiple deployments;

Whereas there are more than 3,000,000 fam-
ily members and other dependents of the
members of the Armed Forces serving on ac-
tive duty and in reserve components;

Whereas nearly 50 percent of the members
of the Armed Forces, who are deployed away
from their permanent duty stations, have
left families with children behind;

Whereas over 50 percent of the members of
the Armed Forces who are currently de-
ployed in Iraq are married;

Whereas military families have persevered
in the face of challenges and continue to pro-
vide critically important comfort and care
and numerous other contributions to their
loved ones deployed overseas or stationed
within the United States;

Whereas there currently is a 4 percent gap
between the pay increases provided to mem-
bers of the Armed Forces and the pay in-
creases provided to private sector employees;
and

Whereas it is in the national interest of
the United States to offer to the members of
the Armed Forces comparable pay to that
which the civilian sector provides in order to
retain highly qualified men and women in
uniform and to faithfully reward their val-
iant service to the United States: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That it is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) Congress and the President should in-
crease basic pay for members of all compo-
nents of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine
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Corps, and Coast Guard by 3.5 percent, effec-
tive January 1, 2008; and

(2) Congress and the President should in-
crease the basic pay for members of all com-
ponents of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma-
rine Corps, and Coast Guard during fiscal
years 2009 through 2012 by at least Y2 of 1 per-
cent more than the raise calculated under
the Employment Cost Index (ECI).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY)
and the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. JONES) each will control 20
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Madam Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members have 5
legislative days within which to revise
and extend their remarks on the con-
current resolution under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Madam Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today for a
simple yet important purpose. I rise
alongside my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle to say that we support a 3.5
percent pay increase for the brave men
and women of our Armed Forces.

Madam Speaker, when I was serving
in Baghdad, I fought alongside Spe-
cialist Juan Arevalo, or ‘“RV’ to his
friends and fellow paratroopers. RV is a
quick-witted and fearless Texan who
had the trust of everyone in our bri-
gade and would say things to make us
laugh or make us think, even during
war.

We used to joke that RV signed up
for active duty in the Army without
even knowing that soldiers got paid.
The joke was that he was so innocent,
he thought the only compensation he
received was training, housing, and
three square meals a day. Serving in
Iraqg and making just over $15,000 a
year, RV told everybody he was the
richest man in Iraq.

Even though RV would have worked
for free in our military, he shouldn’t
have to, and neither should the fami-
lies who depend on their loved ones
overseas.

More than 1.6 million soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and marines have been de-
ployed to Iraq and Afghanistan. Many
of them multiple times. These are the
brave men and women whose pay we
seek to raise today, a pay raise that is
long overdue.

Madam Speaker, there are more than
3 million family members who count on
someone serving on active duty in the
wars in Iraqg and Afghanistan. Today
we fight not just for those soldiers but
for their families as well.

Our resolution points out that there
is currently a 4 percent pay gap be-
tween members of the Armed Forces
and those in civilian life. At a time
when our Armed Forces are stretched
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so thin, we need to offer more com-
parable pay to the private sector to re-
tain the most qualified service men
and women. Our resolution also gives
thanks for their valiant service to our
Nation.

Madam Speaker, this is a common-
sense measure. But, unfortunately, our
President has called this pay increase
“‘unnecessary.”” And yet 2 weeks ago
President Bush said, ‘‘America should
do what it takes to support our
troops.”” The President criticizes the
spending priorities of this Congress but
stands in the way of a pay increase for
our troops.

I say the President should do what it
takes to support our troops. This pay
raise is long overdue and it is nec-
essary, and President Bush’s opposition
to it is simply unconscionable.

Madam Speaker, with a 3.5 percent
pay increase, we aren’t talking about a
lot of money. But for a private in Iraq
making less than $16,000 a year in basic
pay, that small increase would make
all the difference in the world. For en-
listed men with bills to pay and young
children to support, several hundred
dollars a year more is a big deal.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) for his courageous support,
Chairman MURTHA, Chairman OBEY,
Chairman SNYDER, as well as Chair-
woman DAVIS and Chairman SKELTON
for their leadership on this issue.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I want to thank Mr.
MURPHY for his service to this Nation
and for introducing H. Con. Res. 162.

Throughout the history of this great
Nation, men and women have chosen to
put on the uniform and defend the prin-
ciples upon which this country was
built. The dedication of our men and
women to our Nation should never be
overlooked, and we, as a Congress,
should encourage the next generation
of Americans to do the same.
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However, there exists an inequity in
pay between those who serve in our
Armed Forces and those in the civilian
sector.

For several years, the civilian pay in-
crease rate has remained 4 percent,
which Congressman MURPHY men-
tioned, above that of the military. It is
time to end this inequity. H. Con. Res.
162 will help bring this inequity to a
close by calling on Congress to voice
their support for our servicemembers.

This Nation relies on our military to
defend its citizens against enemies
both foreign and domestic, and have
done so with honor and integrity; but
they do not fight these battles alone.
Our military families provide them
much-needed support in these difficult
times. As was said earlier, nearly 40
percent of the members of the Armed
Forces who are deployed leave their
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families and children behind them.
There are more than 3 million family
members and dependents of those serv-
ing on active duty and in the Reserve.

For far too long, Congress has not
made this a top priority. That is why 1
join with my colleague, Representative
PATRICK MURPHY, and all of those in
both parties who want this to be a
number one issue for those in uniform
and their families. Matching the in-
crease is not sufficient. We must close
the gap.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Madam Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to my friend and colleague,
the gentlelady from New Hampshire.
There is no greater advocate in the
House of Representatives than Ms.
SHEA-PORTER, a proud Member, and a
fellow member of the House Armed
Services Committee.

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of
House Concurrent Resolution 162. By
doing this, I rise in strong support of
our men and women who deserve a pay
raise.

As part of the Defense authorization,
the House passed a 3.5 percent pay in-
crease for our troops, half a percent
larger than the President’s budget.
This means an E-4 would earn $200 a
year difference in this, just $200 a year
difference, but the President opposed
this increase, calling it unnecessary. 1
don’t think it’s unnecessary to provide
a decent wage for the brave men and
women who sacrifice for our country. I
once lived on military pay, and I can
assure you that a decent wage is a re-
quirement for military men and women
and their families.

I find it ironic that the President
thinks a pay raise for our troops is un-
necessary, but he thinks it is necessary
to pay contractors billions of dollars
with no accountability at all. The
President keeps sending our troops
back again and again, and the Presi-
dent should at least be willing to give
them a decent paycheck to do this job.

Madam Speaker, standing up for our
troops must also mean standing up for
their families. More than half of all
servicemembers who are deployed to
Iraq are married, and more than 40 per-
cent of them have left children behind.
While a half percent increase may seem
small, when you’re caring for a family,
every little bit of support helps. This is
not only the right thing to do for our
troops; it’s the right thing to do for our
national security.

There is currently a 4 percent pay
gap in pay between the military and
the private sector. If we want to make
sure that our armed services can re-
cruit and retain the best, most tal-
ented, most highly qualified people, we
need to provide them with comparable
pay. This is especially critical now
when we face new and emerging threats
from around the world. And the Army
began this year with the lowest num-
ber of recruits signed up for basic
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training since the end of the draft in
1973.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this resolution, supporting
our national security, and supporting
our troops and their families by giving
them the pay increase they have
earned.

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Madam Speaker, I now yield 3
minutes to my friend and colleague,
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
KAGEN).

Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, as a
cosponsor of this resolution, I rise in
strong support of its passage.

Next week, on Veterans Day, our Na-
tion will pause to honor the many sac-
rifices made by veterans who have
served in the defense of our country.
And I appreciate the attention of our
House leadership that they have given
to this resolution and to our veterans
who have served with incredible honor,
with incredible skill and courage.

H. Con. Res. 162 recognizes the value
of their dedicated service and begins to
address the economic sacrifice of vet-
erans as they endure their economic
pain.

Because we rely on a voluntary cit-
izen Army, we are now more indebted
to those who have foregone higher pay
elsewhere in civilian employment, es-
pecially as the value of our United
States dollar continues to decline.

As Congressman MURPHY personally
understands, our military has histori-
cally been underpaid. Service men and
service women receive much less than
they could earn in the private sector.
And like my colleagues, I believe their
pay must reflect their sacrifices.

This resolution calls upon Congress
to fairly increase basic pay by 3.5 per-
cent. We all understand that we must
begin to pay all of our Nation’s debts,
and this resolution is a good first step
in doing so.

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Madam Speaker, this is the
last speaker on our side. And I now
yield 3 minutes to my friend and col-
league, a fellow Blue Dog, the gen-
tleman from Indiana, Mr. JOE DON-
NELLY.

Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in strong support of House
Resolution 162, which reemphasizes our
support for giving a pay raise for our
Armed Forces this year.

This administration insisted in its
defense budget request that military
servicemembers should get no more
than a 3 percent increase. However, in
May, the House passed a needed 3.5 per-
cent across-the-board increase in pay
for our brave men and women. Unfortu-
nately, the administration has deemed
this extra half point unnecessary.

I strongly disagree with this assess-
ment. And I can tell you that our
servicemembers who defend this coun-
try both at home and abroad don’t find
this increase unnecessary. For a young
soldier who may be earning $20,000 a
year, that extra half percent totals
$100, but that $100 could make all the
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difference in the world when that sol-
dier has bills to pay and a family to
take care of.

I believe America’s servicemembers
deserve this extra half percent in-
crease. They put their lives on the line
for us daily, for which we can never
fully repay them for their service, but
a 3.5 percent salary increase is a good
start; and it is a small token of this
Nation’s gratitude.

Passing this resolution sends a
strong message that this increase is
not only the necessary thing to do, but
it’s the right thing to do as well.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, again, I want to
thank Congressman MURPHY.

The stress of war on our men and
women and their families is enormous.
We cannot do much to help with the
stress of war, but Mr. MURPHY’s resolu-
tion can help the military family as
they try to balance their own budget.
So thank you, Mr. MURPHY, for this
legislation, this resolution.

And with that, Madam Speaker, I
hope that each and every Member will
vote in support of this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania. Madam Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Thank you to my colleague, Mr.
WALTER JONES. I appreciate that. I ap-
preciate the gentleman’s service for
the citizens of our country and the citi-
zens in North Carolina.

We owe it to those protecting our Na-
tion and fighting for our rights to
make sure that we support them and
their families who are waiting at home.

This pay raise may mean less than
$1,000 for some enlisted men and
women, but for those with bills to pay
and young children to feed, several
hundred dollars is a big deal.

Madam Speaker, I strongly support
this pay raise, and I urge my col-
leagues to do the same. By passing this
bill, we tell our troops that we support
them, and send a message to the Presi-
dent that this pay raise is not only
necessary, it’s our responsibility.

Mr. LOEBSACK. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to echo the vital message of this resolu-
tion.

Earlier this year, the House of Representa-
tives passed the Fiscal Year 2008 Defense
Authorization bill with overwhelming bipartisan
support. Included in that bill is a 3.5 percent
pay raise for the men and women who wear
our country’s uniform.

While we will never be able to fully repay
the debt we owe to our troops and their fami-
lies for their service and sacrifice on behalf of
our Nation, this pay raise is the very least that
we can do in recognition of their commitment
to our country.

Today our servicemembers and our military
families are answering their call to duty with
dedication and honor, despite lengthy deploy-
ments and little time at home. | recently re-
turned from visiting our troops in Irag—includ-
ing the lowa National Guard 833rd Engineer
Battalion based in my District. What | heard
overwhelmingly from our servicemembers is
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that they take pride in serving their country but
are concerned about the hardship placed on
their families at home. The 833rd was rede-
ployed to Iraq after only 14 months at home.
These citizen soldiers have paid a high price
in their civilian and family lives in order to
serve their country. The pay raise provided by
the Defense Authorization bill is well deserved
and a token of the appreciation of a grateful
Nation.

Unfortunately the  Administration has
deemed the .5 percent added by Congress to
its request for a 3 percent raise to be “unnec-
essary.” |, and many others in this Congress,
say it is necessary. | am a cosponsor of this
resolution because | strongly believe we have
a responsibility to provide for our
servicemembers both on the battlefield and
throughout their lives.

This resolution also highlights the impor-
tance of a provision in the Defense Authoriza-
tion bill that provides the families of fallen sol-
diers with a $40 per month special survivor in-
demnity allowance in relief of the “Military
Families Tax.” The Administration also op-
poses this provision. Its opposition is once
again misplaced. This tax is unfairly placed on
more than 60,000 survivors of those who have
paid the ultimate sacrifice for our country.

| am proud that as a Freshman Member of
the House Armed Services Committee, |
helped shape a Defense Authorization bill that
recognizes the dedication and honor of our
troops. | urge my colleagues to support this
resolution and to send a strong message that
the United States Congress recognizes the
sacrifices made by our men and women in
uniform and is committed to providing lifelong
support to our servicemembers and our mili-
tary families.

Madam Speaker, at this time I have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PATRICK J. MURPHY) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 162, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The Speaker pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

HEROES EARNINGS ASSISTANCE
AND RELIEF TAX ACT OF 2007

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3997) to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide earn-
ings assistance and tax relief to mem-
bers of the uniformed services, volun-
teer firefighters, and Peace Corps vol-
unteers, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:
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H.R. 3997

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE, ETC.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief
Tax Act of 2007"°.

(b) REFERENCE.—Except as otherwise ex-
pressly provided, whenever in this Act an
amendment or repeal is expressed in terms of
an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or
other provision, the reference shall be con-
sidered to be made to a section or other pro-
vision of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

(c) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title, etc.

TITLE I—BENEFITS FOR MILITARY AND
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS

Sec. 101. Election to include combat pay as
earned income for purposes of
earned income tax credit.

Modification of mortgage revenue
bonds for veterans.

Survivor and disability payments
with respect to qualified mili-
tary service.

Treatment of differential military
pay as wages.

Exclusion from income for benefits
provided to volunteer fire-
fighters and emergency medical
responders.

Special period of limitation when
uniformed services retired pay
is reduced as a result of award
of disability compensation.

Distributions from retirement
plans to individuals called to
active duty.

Disclosure of return information
relating to veterans programs
made permanent.

Contributions of military death
gratuities to Roth IRAs and
Education Savings Accounts.

Suspension of 5-year period during
service with the Peace Corps.

TITLE II-IMPROVEMENTS IN
SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME

Sec. 201. Treatment of uniformed service
cash remuneration as earned
income.

Sec. 202. State annuities for certain vet-
erans to be disregarded in de-
termining supplemental secu-
rity income benefits.

Sec. 203. Exclusion of AmeriCorps benefits
for purposes of determining
supplemental security income
eligibility and benefit amounts.

Sec. 204. Effective date.

TITLE III—REVENUE PROVISIONS

Sec. 301. Modification of penalty for failure
to file partnership returns.

Sec. 302. Penalty for failure to file S cor-
poration returns.

Sec. 303. Increase in information return pen-
alties.

Sec. 304. Increase in minimum penalty on
failure to file a return of tax.

TITLE I—BENEFITS FOR MILITARY AND
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS
SEC. 101. ELECTION TO INCLUDE COMBAT PAY AS
EARNED INCOME FOR PURPOSES OF
EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (vi) of section
32(c)(2)(B) (defining earned income) is
amended to read as follows:

‘“(vi) a taxpayer may elect to treat
amounts excluded from gross income by rea-
son of section 112 as earned income.”’.

(b) SUNSET NOT APPLICABLE.—Section 105
of the Working Families Tax Relief Act of

Sec. 102.

Sec. 103.

Sec. 104.

Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.

Sec. 107.

Sec. 108.

109.

Sec.

Sec. 110.
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2004 (relating to application of EGTRRA sun-
set to this title) shall not apply to section
104(b) of such Act.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years ending after December 31, 2007.

SEC. 102. MODIFICATION OF MORTGAGE REV-
ENUE BONDS FOR VETERANS.

(a) QUALIFIED MORTGAGE BONDS USED To
FINANCE RESIDENCES FOR VETERANS WITHOUT
REGARD TO FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYER REQUIRE-
MENT.—Subparagraph (D) of section 143(d)(2)
(relating to exceptions) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘and before January 1, 2008°°.

(b) INCREASE IN BOND LIMITATION FOR ALAS-
KA, OREGON, AND WISCONSIN.—Clause (ii) of
section 143(1)(3)(B) (relating to State vet-
erans limit) is amended by striking
€‘$25,000,000”’ each place it appears and insert-
ing ‘°$100,000,000".

(c) DEFINITION OF QUALIFIED VETERAN.—
Paragraph (4) of section 143(1) (defining
qualified veteran) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘“(4) QUALIFIED VETERAN.—For purposes of
this subsection, the term ‘qualified veteran’
means any veteran who—

‘“(A) served on active duty, and

‘“(B) applied for the financing before the
date 25 years after the last date on which
such veteran left active service.”’.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to bonds
issued after December 31, 2007.

SEC. 103. SURVIVOR AND DISABILITY PAYMENTS
WITH RESPECT TO QUALIFIED MILI-
TARY SERVICE.

(a) PLAN QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENT FOR
DEATH BENEFITS UNDER USERRA-QUALIFIED
ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE.—Subsection (a) of
section 401 (relating to requirements for
qualification) is amended by inserting after
paragraph (36) the following new paragraph:

¢“(37) DEATH BENEFITS UNDER USERRA-QUALI-
FIED ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE.—A trust shall
not constitute a qualified trust unless the
plan provides that, in the case of a partici-
pant who dies while performing qualified
military service (as defined in section
414(u)), the survivors of the participant are
entitled to any additional benefits (other
than benefit accruals relating to the period
of qualified military service) provided under
the plan had the participant resumed and
then terminated employment on account of
death.”.

(b) TREATMENT IN THE CASE OF DEATH OR
DISABILITY RESULTING FROM ACTIVE MILI-
TARY SERVICE FOR BENEFIT ACCRUAL PUR-
POSES.—Subsection (u) of section 414 (relat-
ing to special rules relating to veterans’ re-
employment rights under USERRA) is
amended by redesignating paragraphs (9) and
(10) as paragraphs (10) and (11), respectively,
and by inserting after paragraph (8) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘(9) TREATMENT IN THE CASE OF DEATH OR
DISABILITY RESULTING FROM ACTIVE MILITARY
SERVICE.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—For benefit accrual pur-
poses, an employer sponsoring a retirement
plan may treat an individual who dies or be-
comes disabled (as defined under the terms
of the plan) while performing qualified mili-
tary service with respect to the employer
maintaining the plan as if the individual has
resumed employment in accordance with the
individual’s reemployment rights under
chapter 43 of title 38, United States Code, on
the day preceding death or disability (as the
case may be) and terminated employment on
the actual date of death or disability. In the
case of any such treatment, and subject to
subparagraphs (B) and (C), any full or partial
compliance by such plan with respect to the
benefit accrual requirements of paragraph (8)
with respect to such individual shall be
treated for purposes of paragraph (1) as if
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such compliance were required under such
chapter 43.

‘(B) NONDISCRIMINATION REQUIREMENT.—
Subparagraph (A) shall apply only if all indi-
viduals performing qualified military service
with respect to the employer maintaining
the plan (as determined under subsections
(b), (c), (m), and (0)) who die or became dis-
abled as a result of performing qualified
military service prior to reemployment by
the employer are credited with service and
benefits on reasonably equivalent terms.

‘(C) DETERMINATION OF BENEFITS.—The
amount of employee contributions and the
amount of elective deferrals of an individual
treated as reemployed under subparagraph
(A) for purposes of applying paragraph (8)(C)
shall be determined on the basis of the indi-
vidual’s average actual employee contribu-
tions or elective deferrals for the lesser of—

‘(i) the 12-month period of service with the
employer immediately prior to qualified
military service, or

‘“(ii) if service with the employer is less
than such 12-month period, the actual length
of continuous service with the employer.”.

(¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Section 404(a)(2) is amended by striking
“and (31)”’ and inserting ‘‘(31), and (37)".

(2) Section 403(b) is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraph:

‘“(14) DEATH BENEFITS UNDER USERRA-QUALI-
FIED ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE.—This sub-
section shall not apply to an annuity con-
tract unless such contract meets the require-
ments of section 401(a)(37).”".

(38) Section 457(g) is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraph:

‘“(4) DEATH BENEFITS UNDER USERRA-QUALI-
FIED ACTIVE MILITARY SERVICE.—A plan de-
scribed in paragraph (1) shall not be treated
as an eligible deferred compensation plan un-
less such plan meets the requirements of sec-
tion 401(a)(37).”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by
this section shall apply with respect to
deaths and disabilities occurring on or after
January 1, 2007.

(2) PROVISIONS RELATING TO PLAN AMEND-
MENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If this subparagraph ap-
plies to any plan or contract amendment,
such plan or contract shall be treated as
being operated in accordance with the terms
of the plan during the period described in
subparagraph (B)(iii).

(B) AMENDMENTS TO WHICH SUBPARAGRAPH
(A) APPLIES.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) shall
apply to any amendment to any plan or an-
nuity contract which is made—

(I) pursuant to the amendments made by
subsection (a) or pursuant to any regulation
issued by the Secretary of the Treasury
under subsection (a), and

(IT) on or before the last day of the first
plan year beginning on or after January 1,
2009.

In the case of a governmental plan (as de-
fined in section 414(d) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986), this clause shall be ap-
plied by substituting 2011’ for 2009 in
subclause (IT).

(ii) CONDITIONS.—This paragraph shall not
apply to any amendment unless—

(I) the plan or contract is operated as if
such plan or contract amendment were in ef-
fect for the period described in clause (iii),
and

(IT) such plan or contract amendment ap-
plies retroactively for such period.

(iii) PERIOD DESCRIBED.—The period de-
scribed in this clause is the period—

(I) beginning on the effective date specified
by the plan, and
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(IT) ending on the date described in clause
(i)(IT) (or, if earlier, the date the plan or con-
tract amendment is adopted).

SEC. 104. TREATMENT OF DIFFERENTIAL MILI-
TARY PAY AS WAGES.

(a) INCOME TAX WITHHOLDING ON DIFFEREN-
TIAL WAGE PAYMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3401 (relating to
definitions) is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

““(h) DIFFERENTIAL WAGE PAYMENTS TO AC-
TIVE DUTY MEMBERS OF THE UNIFORMED
SERVICES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub-
section (a), any differential wage payment
shall be treated as a payment of wages by
the employer to the employee.

‘“(2) DIFFERENTIAL WAGE PAYMENT.—For
purposes of paragraph (1), the term ‘differen-
tial wage payment’ means any payment
which—

‘““(A) is made by an employer to an indi-
vidual with respect to any period during
which the individual is performing service in
the uniformed services (as defined in chapter
43 of title 38, United States Code) while on
active duty for a period of more than 30 days,
and

‘“(B) represents all or a portion of the
wages the individual would have received
from the employer if the individual were per-
forming service for the employer.”’.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this subsection shall apply to remu-
neration paid after December 31, 2007.

(b) TREATMENT OF DIFFERENTIAL WAGE
PAYMENTS FOR RETIREMENT PLAN PUR-
POSES.—

(1) PENSION PLANS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 414(u) (relating to
special rules relating to veterans’ reemploy-
ment rights under USERRA), as amended by
section 103(b), is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

¢(12) TREATMENT OF DIFFERENTIAL WAGE
PAYMENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
this paragraph, for purposes of applying this
title to a retirement plan to which this sub-
section applies—

‘(i) an individual receiving a differential
wage payment shall be treated as an em-
ployee of the employer making the payment,

‘‘(ii) the differential wage payment shall be
treated as compensation, and

‘“(iii) the plan shall not be treated as fail-
ing to meet the requirements of any provi-
sion described in paragraph (1)(C) by reason
of any contribution or benefit which is based
on the differential wage payment.

‘“(B) SPECIAL RULE FOR DISTRIBUTIONS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
paragraph (A)@i), for purposes of section
401(k)(2)(B)(1)(D), 403(b)(T)(A)(ii), 403(b)(11)(A),
or 457(d)(1)(A)(di), an individual shall be
treated as having been severed from employ-
ment during any period the individual is per-
forming service in the uniformed services de-
scribed in section 3401(h)(2)(A).

“‘(ii) LIMITATION.—If an individual elects to
receive a distribution by reason of clause (i),
the plan shall provide that the individual
may not make an elective deferral or em-
ployee contribution during the 6-month pe-
riod beginning on the date of the distribu-
tion.

¢(C) NONDISCRIMINATION REQUIREMENT.—
Subparagraph (A)(iii) shall apply only if all
employees of an employer (as determined
under subsections (b), (¢), (m), and (0)) per-
forming service in the uniformed services de-
scribed in section 3401(h)(2)(A) are entitled to
receive differential wage payments on rea-
sonably equivalent terms and, if eligible to
participate in a retirement plan maintained
by the employer, to make contributions
based on the payments on reasonably equiva-
lent terms. For purposes of applying this
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subparagraph, the provisions of paragraphs
(3), (4), and (b) of section 410(b) shall apply.

‘(D) DIFFERENTIAL WAGE PAYMENT.—For
purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘dif-
ferential wage payment’ has the meaning
given such term by section 3401(h)(2).”.

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading
for section 414(u) is amended by inserting
‘““AND TO DIFFERENTIAL WAGE PAYMENTS TO
MEMBERS ON ACTIVE Dutry”’ after
“USERRA”.

(2) DIFFERENTIAL WAGE PAYMENTS TREATED
AS COMPENSATION FOR INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT
PLANS.—Section 219(f)(1) (defining compensa-
tion) is amended by adding at the end the
following new sentence: ‘““The term com-
pensation includes any differential wage
payment (as defined in section 3401(h)(2)).”.

(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this subsection shall apply to years
beginning after December 31, 2007.

(c) PROVISIONS RELATING TO PLAN AMEND-
MENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—If this subsection applies
to any plan or annuity contract amendment,
such plan or contract shall be treated as
being operated in accordance with the terms
of the plan or contract during the period de-
scribed in paragraph (2)(B)(i).

(2) AMENDMENTS TO WHICH SECTION AP-
PLIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—This subsection shall
apply to any amendment to any plan or an-
nuity contract which is made—

(i) pursuant to any amendment made by
subsection (b)(1), and

(ii) on or before the last day of the first
plan year beginning on or after January 1,
2009.

In the case of a governmental plan (as de-

fined in section 414(d) of the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986), this subparagraph shall be
applied by substituting ‘2011’ for ‘2009’ in

clause (ii).

(B) CONDITIONS.—This subsection shall not
apply to any plan or annuity contract
amendment unless—

(i) during the period beginning on the date
the amendment described in subparagraph
(A)({) takes effect and ending on the date de-
scribed in subparagraph (A)(ii) (or, if earlier,
the date the plan or contract amendment is
adopted), the plan or contract is operated as
if such plan or contract amendment were in
effect, and

(ii) such plan or contract amendment ap-
plies retroactively for such period.

SEC. 105. EXCLUSION FROM INCOME FOR BENE-
FITS PROVIDED TO VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY
MEDICAL RESPONDERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part III of subchapter B
of chapter 1 (relating to items specifically
excluded from gross income) is amended by
inserting after section 139A the following
new section:

“SEC. 139B. BENEFITS PROVIDED TO VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTERS AND EMERGENCY
MEDICAL RESPONDERS.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—In the case of any mem-
ber of a qualified volunteer emergency re-
sponse organization, gross income shall not
include—

‘(1) any qualified State and local tax ben-
efit, and

‘(2) any qualified payment.

“(b) DENIAL OF DOUBLE BENEFITS.—In the
case of any member of a qualified volunteer
emergency response organization—

‘(1) the deduction under 164 shall be deter-
mined with regard to any qualified State and
local tax benefit, and

‘“(2) expenses paid or incurred by the tax-
payer in connection with the performance of
services as such a member shall be taken
into account under section 170 only to the
extent such expenses exceed the amount of
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any qualified payment excluded from gross
income under subsection (a).

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion—

‘(1) QUALIFIED STATE AND LOCAL TAX BEN-
EFIT.—The term ‘qualified state and local tax
benefit’ means any reduction or rebate of a
tax described in paragraph (1), (2), or (3) of
section 164(a) provided by a State or political
division thereof on account of services per-
formed as a member of a qualified volunteer
emergency response organization.

*‘(2) QUALIFIED PAYMENT.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified pay-
ment’ means any payment (whether reim-
bursement or otherwise) provided by a State
or political division thereof on account of
the performance of services as a member of
a qualified volunteer emergency response or-
ganization.

‘(B) APPLICABLE DOLLAR LIMITATION.—The
amount determined under subparagraph (A)
for any taxable year shall not exceed $30
multiplied by the number of months during
such year that the taxpayer performs such
services.

‘“(3) QUALIFIED VOLUNTEER EMERGENCY RE-
SPONSE ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘qualified
volunteer emergency response organization’
means any volunteer organization—

““(A) which is organized and operated to
provide firefighting or emergency medical
services for persons in the State or political
subdivision, as the case may be, and

‘“(B) which is required (by written agree-
ment) by the State or political subdivision
to furnish firefighting or emergency medical
services in such State or political subdivi-
sion.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for such part is amended by insert-
ing after the item relating to section 139A
the following new item:

“Sec. 139B. Benefits provided to volunteer

firefighters and emergency
medical responders.”’.
(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments

made by this section shall apply to taxable

years beginning after the date of the enact-

ment of this Act.

SEC. 106. SPECIAL PERIOD OF LIMITATION WHEN
UNIFORMED SERVICES RETIRED
PAY IS REDUCED AS A RESULT OF
AWARD OF DISABILITY COMPENSA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section
6511 (relating to special rules applicable to
income taxes) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

‘‘(8) SPECIAL RULES WHEN UNIFORMED SERV-
ICES RETIRED PAY IS REDUCED AS A RESULT OF
AWARD OF DISABILITY COMPENSATION.—

“(A) PERIOD OF LIMITATION ON FILING
cLAIM.—If the claim for credit or refund re-
lates to an overpayment of tax imposed by
subtitle A on account of—

‘(i) the reduction of uniformed services re-
tired pay computed under section 1406 or 1407
of title 10, United States Code, or

‘(i) the waiver of such pay under section
5305 of title 38 of such Code,

as a result of an award of compensation
under title 38 of such Code pursuant to a de-
termination by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, the 3-year period of limitation pre-
scribed in subsection (a) shall be extended,
for purposes of permitting a credit or refund
based upon the amount of such reduction or
waiver, until the end of the 1-year period be-
ginning on the date of such determination.

¢“(B) LIMITATION TO 5 TAXABLE YEARS.—Sub-
paragraph (A) shall not apply with respect to
any taxable year which began more than 5
years before the date of such determina-
tion.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply to claims
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for credit or refund filed after the date of the

enactment of this Act.

(c) TRANSITION RULES.—In the case of a de-
termination described in paragraph (8) of
section 6511(d) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 (as added by this section) which is
made by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
after December 31, 2000, and before the date
of the enactment of this Act, such para-
graph—

(1) shall not apply with respect to any tax-
able year which began before January 1, 2001,
and

(2) shall be applied by substituting for ‘‘the
date of such determination’ in subparagraph
(A) thereof.

SEC. 107. DISTRIBUTIONS FROM RETIREMENT
PLANS TO INDIVIDUALS CALLED TO
ACTIVE DUTY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Clause (iv) of section
T2(£)(2)(G) is amended by striking ¢, and be-
fore December 31, 2007,

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to individ-
uals ordered or called to active duty on or
after December 31, 2007.

SEC. 108. DISCLOSURE OF RETURN INFORMA-
TION RELATING TO VETERANS PRO-
GRAMS MADE PERMANENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 6103(1)(7) (relating to disclosure of re-
turn information to Federal, State, and local
agencies administering certain programs
under the Social Security Act, the Food
Stamp Act of 1977, or title 38, United States
Code or certain housing assistance programs)
is amended by striking the last sentence.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to requests
made after September 30, 2008.

SEC. 109. CONTRIBUTIONS OF MILITARY DEATH
GRATUITIES TO ROTH IRAS AND
EDUCATION SAVINGS ACCOUNTS.

(a) PROVISION IN EFFECT BEFORE PENSION
PROTECTION AcCT.—Subsection (e) of section
408A (relating to qualified rollover contribu-
tion), as in effect before the amendments
made by section 824 of the Pension Protec-
tion Act of 2006, is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘“(e) QUALIFIED ROLLOVER CONTRIBUTION.—
For purposes of this section—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified roll-
over contribution’ means a rollover con-
tribution to a Roth IRA from another such
account, or from an individual retirement
plan, but only if such rollover contribution
meets the requirements of section 408(d)(3).
Such term includes a rollover contribution
described in section 402A(c)(3)(A). For pur-
poses of section 408(d)(3)(B), there shall be
disregarded any qualified rollover contribu-
tion from an individual retirement plan
(other than a Roth TRA) to a Roth IRA.

*“(2) MILITARY DEATH GRATUITY.—

‘“‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified roll-
over contribution’ includes a contribution to
a Roth IRA maintained for the benefit of an
individual made before the end of the 1-year
period beginning on the date on which such
individual receives an amount under section
1477 of title 10, United States Code, or sec-
tion 1967 of title 38 of such Code, with respect
to a person, to the extent that such contribu-
tion does not exceed—

‘(i) the sum of the amounts received dur-
ing such period by such individual under
such sections with respect to such person, re-
duced by

‘“(ii) the amounts so received which were
contributed to a Coverdell education savings
account under section 530(d)(9).

‘(B) ANNUAL LIMIT ON NUMBER OF ROLL-
OVERS NOT TO APPLY.—Section 408(d)(3)(B)
shall not apply with respect to amounts
treated as a rollover by subparagraph (A).

¢(C) APPLICATION OF SECTION 72.—For pur-

poses of applying section 72 in the case of a
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distribution which is not a qualified distribu-
tion, the amount treated as a rollover by
reason of subparagraph (A) shall be treated
as investment in the contract.”.

(b) PROVISION IN EFFECT AFTER PENSION
PROTECTION AcCT.—Subsection (e) of section
408A, as in effect after the amendments made
by section 824 of the Pension Protection Act
of 2006, is amended to read as follows:

‘‘(e) QUALIFIED ROLLOVER CONTRIBUTION.—
For purposes of this section—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified roll-
over contribution’ means a rollover con-
tribution—

‘“(A) to a Roth IRA from another such ac-
count,

‘(B) from an eligible retirement plan, but
only if—

‘(i) in the case of an individual retirement
plan, such rollover contribution meets the
requirements of section 408(d)(3), and

‘“(ii) in the case of any eligible retirement
plan (as defined in section 402(c)(8)(B) other
than clauses (i) and (ii) thereof), such roll-
over contribution meets the requirements of
section 402(c), 403(b)(8), or 457(e)(16), as appli-
cable.

For purposes of section 408(d)(3)(B), there
shall be disregarded any qualified rollover
contribution from an individual retirement
plan (other than a Roth IRA) to a Roth IRA.

““(2) MILITARY DEATH GRATUITY.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified roll-
over contribution’ includes a contribution to
a Roth IRA maintained for the benefit of an
individual made before the end of the l-year
period beginning on the date on which such
individual receives an amount under section
1477 of title 10, United States Code, or sec-
tion 1967 of title 38 of such Code, with respect
to a person, to the extent that such contribu-
tion does not exceed—

‘(i) the sum of the amounts received dur-
ing such period by such individual under
such sections with respect to such person, re-
duced by

‘“(ii) the amounts so received which were
contributed to a Coverdell education savings
account under section 530(d)(9).

“(B) ANNUAL LIMIT ON NUMBER OF ROLL-
OVERS NOT TO APPLY.—Section 408(d)(3)(B)
shall not apply with respect to amounts
treated as a rollover by the subparagraph
(A).

“(C) APPLICATION OF SECTION 72.—For pur-
poses of applying section 72 in the case of a
distribution which is not a qualified distribu-
tion, the amount treated as a rollover by
reason of subparagraph (A) shall be treated
as investment in the contract.”.

(c) EDUCATION SAVINGS ACCOUNTS.—Sub-
section (d) of section 530 is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph:

“(9) MILITARY DEATH GRATUITY.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘rollover contribution’ in-
cludes a contribution to a Coverdell edu-
cation savings account made before the end
of the 1-year period beginning on the date on
which the contributor receives an amount
under section 1477 of title 10, United States
Code, or section 1967 of title 38 of such Code,
with respect to a person, to the extent that
such contribution does not exceed—

‘(i) the sum of the amounts received dur-
ing such period by such contributor under
such sections with respect to such person, re-
duced by

‘“(ii) the amounts so received which were
contributed to a Roth IRA under section
408A(e)(2) or to another Coverdell education
savings account.

“(B) ANNUAL LIMIT ON NUMBER OF ROLL-
OVERS NOT TO APPLY.—The last sentence of
paragraph (5) shall not apply with respect to
amounts treated as a rollover by the sub-
paragraph (A).
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¢“(C) APPLICATION OF SECTION 72.—For pur-
poses of applying section 72 in the case of a
distribution which is includible in gross in-
come under paragraph (1), the amount treat-
ed as a rollover by reason of subparagraph
(A) shall be treated as investment in the con-
tract.”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided by
paragraphs (2) and (3), the amendments made
by this section shall apply with respect to
deaths from injuries occurring on or after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS TO DEATHS
FROM INJURIES OCCURRING ON OR AFTER OCTO-
BER 7, 2001, AND BEFORE ENACTMENT.—The
amendments made by this section shall
apply to any contribution made pursuant to
section 408A(e)(2) or 530(d)(5) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended by this
Act, with respect to amounts received under
section 1477 of title 10, United States Code,
or under section 1967 of title 38 of such Code,
for deaths from injuries occurring on or after
October 7, 2001, and before the date of the en-
actment of this Act if such contribution is
made not later than 1 year after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(3) PENSION PROTECTION ACT CHANGES.—Sec-
tion 408A(e)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 (as in effect after the amendments
made by subsection (b)) shall apply to tax-
able years beginning after December 31, 2007.
SEC. 110. SUSPENSION OF 5-YEAR PERIOD DUR-

ING SERVICE WITH THE PEACE
CORPS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section
121 (relating to special rules) is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

‘‘(12) PEACE CORPS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—At the election of an in-
dividual with respect to a property, the run-
ning of the 5-year period described in sub-
sections (a) and (¢)(1)(B) and paragraph (7) of
this subsection with respect to such property
shall be suspended during any period that
such individual or such individual’s spouse is
serving outside the United States—

‘(i) on qualified official extended duty (as
defined in paragraph (9)(C)) as an employee
of the Peace Corps, or

‘‘(ii) as an enrolled volunteer or volunteer
leader under section 5 or 6 (as the case may
be) of the Peace Corps Act (22 U.S.C. 2504,
2505).

‘“(B) APPLICABLE RULES.—For purposes of
subparagraph (A), rules similar to the rules
of subparagraphs (B) and (D) shall apply.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall apply to taxable
years beginning after December 31, 2007.

TITLE II-IMPROVEMENTS IN
SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME
SEC. 201. TREATMENT OF UNIFORMED SERVICE

CASH REMUNERATION AS EARNED
INCOME.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1612(a)(1)(A) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1382a(a)(1)(A)) is amended by inserting ‘‘(and,
in the case of cash remuneration paid for
service as a member of a uniformed service
(other than payments described in paragraph
(2)(H) of this subsection or subsection
(b)(20)), without regard to the limitations
contained in section 209(d))”’ before the semi-
colon.

(b) CERTAIN HOUSING PAYMENTS TREATED
AS IN-KIND SUPPORT AND MAINTENANCE.—Sec-
tion 1612(a)(2) of such Act (42 U.S.C.
1382a(a)(2)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘and’ at the end of subpara-
graph (F);

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (G) and inserting ¢; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“‘(H) payments to or on behalf of a member
of a uniformed service for housing of the
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member (and his or her dependents, if any)

on a facility of a uniformed service, includ-

ing payments provided under section 403 of
title 37, United States Code, for housing that
is acquired or constructed under subchapter

IV of chapter 169 of title 10 of such Code, or

any related provision of law, and any such

payments shall be treated as support and
maintenance in kind subject to subparagraph

(A) of this paragraph.”.

SEC. 202. STATE ANNUITIES FOR CERTAIN VET-
ERANS TO BE DISREGARDED IN DE-
TERMINING SUPPLEMENTAL SECU-
RITY INCOME BENEFITS.

(a) INCOME DISREGARD.—Section 1612(b) of
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1382a(b)) is
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of para-
graph (22);

(2) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (23) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(24) any annuity paid by a State to the in-
dividual (or such spouse) on the basis of the
individual’s being a veteran (as defined in
section 101 of title 38, United States Code),
and blind, disabled, or aged.”.

(b) RESOURCE DISREGARD.—Section 1613(a)
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1382b(a)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of para-
graph (14);

(2) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (15) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (15) the fol-
lowing:

‘(16) for the month of receipt and every
month thereafter, any annuity paid by a
State to the individual (or such spouse) on
the basis of the individual’s being a veteran
(as defined in section 101 of title 38, United
States Code), and blind, disabled, or aged.”.
SEC. 203. EXCLUSION OF AMERICORPS BENEFITS

FOR PURPOSES OF DETERMINING
SUPPLEMENTAL SECURITY INCOME
ELIGIBILITY AND BENEFIT
AMOUNTS.

Section 1612(b) of the Social Security Act
(42 U.S.C. 1382a(b)), as amended by section
202(a) of this Act, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (23), by striking ‘‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (24), by striking the period
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(25) any benefit (whether cash or in-kind)
conferred upon (or paid on behalf of) a par-
ticipant in an AmeriCorps position approved
by the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service under section 123 of the Na-
tional and Community Service Act of 1990 (42
U.S.C. 12573).”.

SEC. 204. EFFECTIVE DATE.

The amendments made by this title shall
be effective with respect to benefits payable
for months beginning after 60 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

TITLE III—REVENUE PROVISIONS

SEC. 301. MODIFICATION OF PENALTY FOR FAIL-
URE TO FILE PARTNERSHIP RE-
TURNS.

(a) EXTENSION OF TIME LIMITATION.—Sub-
section (a) of section 6698 (relating to general
rule) is amended by striking ‘‘56 months’ and
inserting ‘12 months’’.

(b) INCREASE IN PENALTY AMOUNT.—Para-
graph (1) of section 6698(b) is amended by
striking “$50”” and inserting ‘$100’.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to returns
required to be filed after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 302. PENALTY FOR FAILURE TO FILE S COR-
PORATION RETURNS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Part I of subchapter B of
chapter 68 (relating to assessable penalties)
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:
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“SEC. 6699. FAILURE TO FILE S CORPORATION
RETURN.

‘‘(a) GENERAL RULE.—In addition to the
penalty imposed by section 7203 (relating to
willful failure to file return, supply informa-
tion, or pay tax), if any S corporation re-
quired to file a return under section 6037 for
any taxable year—

‘(1) fails to file such return at the time
prescribed therefor (determined with regard
to any extension of time for filing), or

‘“(2) files a return which fails to show the
information required under section 6037,
such S corporation shall be liable for a pen-
alty determined under subsection (b) for
each month (or fraction thereof) during
which such failure continues (but not to ex-
ceed 12 months), unless it is shown that such
failure is due to reasonable cause.

‘““(b) AMOUNT PER MONTH.—For purposes of
subsection (a), the amount determined under
this subsection for any month is the product
of—

(1) $100, multiplied by

‘“(2) the number of persons who were share-
holders in the S corporation during any part
of the taxable year.

“(c) ASSESSMENT OF PENALTY.—The pen-
alty imposed by subsection (a) shall be as-
sessed against the S corporation.

‘(d) DEFICIENCY PROCEDURES NOT TO
APPLY.—Subchapter B of chapter 63 (relating
to deficiency procedures for income, estate,
gift, and certain excise taxes) shall not apply
in respect of the assessment or collection of
any penalty imposed by subsection (a).”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for part I of subchapter B of chapter
68 is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new item:

‘“Sec. 6699. Failure to file S corporation re-
turn.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to returns
required to be filed after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

SEC. 303. INCREASE IN INFORMATION RETURN
PENALTIES.

(a) FAILURE ToO FILE CORRECT INFORMATION
RETURNS.—

Q) IN GENERAL.—Subsections (a)(1),
M)1)(A), and (b)(2)(A) of section 6721 are
each amended by striking ‘“$60”° and insert-
ing ‘$100°.

(2) AGGREGATE ANNUAL LIMITATION.—Sub-
sections (a)(1), (A)(1)(A), and (e)(3)(A) of sec-
tion 6721 are each amended by striking
€‘$250,000”’ and inserting ‘‘$600,000°".

(b) REDUCTION WHERE CORRECTION WITHIN
30 DAYS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 6721(b)(1) is amended by striking ‘‘$15”
and inserting ‘“$25’.

(2) AGGREGATE ANNUAL LIMITATION.—Sub-
sections (b)(1)(B) and (d)(1)(B) of section 6721
are each amended by striking ‘‘$75,000 and
inserting ‘“$200,000"’.

(¢c) REDUCTION WHERE CORRECTION ON OR
BEFORE AUGUST 1.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (A) of sec-
tion 6721(b)(2) is amended by striking ‘$30”’
and inserting ‘$60°°.

(2) AGGREGATE ANNUAL LIMITATION.—Sub-
sections (b)(2)(B) and (d)(1)(C) of section 6721
are each amended by striking ‘‘$150,000”’ and
inserting ‘‘$400,000"".

(d) AGGREGATE ANNUAL LIMITATIONS FOR
PERSONS WITH GROSS RECEIPTS OF NOT MORE
THAN $5,000,000.—Paragraph (1) of section
6721(d) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘$100,000’ in subparagraph
(A) and inserting ‘‘$250,000"’,

(2) by striking ‘‘$25,000” in subparagraph
(B) and inserting *‘$75,000”’, and

(3) by striking $50,000” in subparagraph
(C) and inserting “$150,000"".

(e) PENALTY IN CASE OF INTENTIONAL DIs-
REGARD.—Paragraph (2) of section 6721(e) is
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amended by striking ¢$100”’
‘8250,

(f) FAILURE To FURNISH CORRECT PAYEE
STATEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section
6722 is amended by striking ‘‘$50’ and insert-
ing **$100°".

(2) AGGREGATE ANNUAL LIMITATION.—Sub-
sections (a) and (¢)(2)(A) of section 6722 are
each amended by striking ‘‘$100,000”’ and in-
serting ‘‘$600,000°".

(3) PENALTY IN CASE OF INTENTIONAL DIS-
REGARD.—Paragraph (1) of section 6722(c) is
amended by striking ‘$100”° and inserting
¢“$2507".

$(g) FAILURE To COMPLY WITH OTHER INFOR-
MATION REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Section
6723 is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““$50”’ and inserting ‘‘$100’°,
and

(2) by striking
£‘$600,000°".

(h) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply with respect
to information returns required to be filed
on or after January 1, 2008.

SEC. 304. INCREASE IN MINIMUM PENALTY ON
FAILURE TO FILE A RETURN OF TAX.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section
6651 is amended by striking ““$100” in the last
sentence and inserting ‘‘$225°.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by this section shall apply to returns
the due date for the filing of which (includ-
ing extensions) is after December 31, 2007.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. MCDERMOTT) and the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
ENGLISH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Washington.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Madam Speaker,
Martin Luther King said, ‘“‘Everybody
can be great because anybody can
serve. You only need a heart full of
grace and a soul generated by love.”

Those that volunteer to serve our
country deserve our thanks and our
support. Members of our Armed Forces
make tremendous sacrifices as they
honorably perform their duties and de-
serve so much in return for their serv-
ice.

The Heroes Earnings Assistance and
Relief Act is an important piece of leg-
islation that would eliminate many in-
equities that presently exist in Federal
statutes affecting those performing
service to our country.

The bill makes several improvements
in the Tax Code for servicemembers
and their families. It includes a provi-
sion to remove obstacles for Americans
who wish to serve our Nation overseas
through the Peace Corps by providing
relief from capital gains taxes on the
sale of a home.

Additionally, the bill makes several
important changes to the Supple-
mental Security Income program,
known as SSI. The SSI program pro-
vides critical benefits for servicemem-
bers who are caring for a severely dis-
abled spouse or child. This bill would
change SSI's treatment of certain
forms of military compensation when
determining SSI eligibility and benefit
amounts for military families. As a re-
sult, more military families will be
able to benefit from this important
safety net. This bill would remove pen-
alties that presently exist for blind,

and inserting

¢‘$100,000” and inserting
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disabled, and elderly veterans under
the SSI program.

And, finally, the bill would end the
disparate treatment of compensation
that is paid to some AmeriCorps volun-
teers but not to others under the SSI
program. This modest change would
enable disabled Americans to serve
their country and their community de-
spite their disability. For some Ameri-
cans, AmeriCorps can provide a path-
way for the disabled to gain the skills
to reenter the workforce.

At this time, I would like to enter
into the RECORD the following docu-
ments.

STORIES OF AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES IN
NATIONAL SERVICE

People with disabilities volunteer for the
same reasons that anyone else does—to give
back to their communities, to improve their
surroundings, and to be active and engaged
in life. Some national service participants
who have disabilities volunteer with organi-
zations that serve other people with disabil-
ities, while others focus their efforts on help-
ing to meet a wide range of critical commu-
nity needs. The individuals profiled here rep-
resent a small sampling of the many people
with disabilities involved in the Corporation
for National and Community Service’s Sen-
ior Corps, AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve
America programs.

AMERICORPS*STATE AND NATIONAL

Steve Hoad, AmeriCorps Alumnus 2001,
AmeriCorps*VISTA Alumnus 2003 Augusta,
Maine; disability: blind.

Steve Hoad served with the Maine Con-
servation Corps in Augusta as a coordinator
of volunteers on a statewide basis. The pro-
gram, called SERVE—Maine (State Environ-
mental Resource Volunteer Effort for
Maine), identifies volunteers for outdoor or
natural resource projects sponsored by gov-
ernment agencies or nonprofit groups. As a
person who is blind, Steve thinks it’s impor-
tant for lots of organizations, including the
Corporation for National and Community
Service, to address inclusion. Steve feels his
contributions are important for the addi-
tional reason that, in his opinion, ‘. . . peo-
ple with disabilities have been left on the
sidelines and pushed into isolation by a cou-
ple of different ideas that people seem to
have. One is that because maybe someone
looks different or acts differently or speaks
differently, that they’re not as smart; and
the other is that because someone is dis-
abled, they can’t contribute anything, they
need to be helped. Those two ideas become
very exclusionary.”

AMERICORPS*VISTA

Dawn Facka, AmeriCorps*VISTA Alumna
2001, Anchorage, Alaska; current location:
Charleston, South Carolina; disability: hear-
ing impaired.

Dawn Facka, a service-learning coordi-
nator with AmeriCorps*VISTA, advocates
for people with disabilities and serves as a
role model for young men and women with
disabilities that come to serve in
AmeriCorps Programs. In addition, she
teaches others about the importance of in-
clusion and facilitates disability awareness
and diversity training to AmeriCorps*NCCC
members. She strives to create a work envi-
ronment that is welcoming and under-
standing to those individuals with disabil-
ities by advocating for community involve-
ment and supporting organizations that sup-
port and help individuals with disabilities.
She says that “If AmeriCorps, had not
opened the doors of opportunity to me, I
most likely would still be ashamed and em-
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barrassed of who I am and [how] society has
labeled me. I would still be apologizing to
people who did not tolerate or accept my
hearing loss. I can’t begin to show my grati-
tude . . . to AmeriCorps for showing me an-
other world.”

AMERICORPS*NCCC

Joe Tierney, AmeriCorps*NCCC Alumnus
2001 and 2002, Charleston, South Carolina;
current location: Boston, Massachusetts; dis-
ability: traumatic brain injury.

Joe Tierney dedicated two years of his life
to service with Americorps*NCCC. During
these years he tutored children, built houses,
designed and built wheelchair ramps, sur-
veyed and mapped a historical graveyard,
blazed trails, worked at a camp for children
and adults with disabilities, and much more.
Of his time there he writes, ‘“Throughout my
service I met some amazing individuals,
traveled to some fascinating locations, and
learned a variety of skills, but most impor-
tantly my service gave me the opportunity
to recover, the ability to experience life with
a smile. I made the decision to join
AmeriCorps because I felt an obligation to
give back, I understood that I was very for-
tunate to have recovered and that I would
have never done it without the help of many
thoughtful, committed, competent individ-
uals.”

LEARN AND SERVE AMERICA

Jared (not his real name), Learn and Serve
America Alumnus 2002, Hampshire, Massa-
chusetts; current location: Hampshire, Mas-
sachusetts; disability: significant disabil-
ities.

Jared (not his real name), a high school
student with significant disabilities, partici-
pated fully in a water quality testing initia-
tive though a school-based service-learning
project in Western Massachusetts. During
the project, Jared spoke of all that he
learned about water quality and the effects
on the environment. His family and teachers
were impressed with the project because it
provided Jared with a meaningful experience
to give back to his community as well as
taught him vital life skills. His mother
speaks of the project as being one of the few
opportunities Jared has had to mingle with
other students outside of special education.

RSVP

Dean Homerick, RSVP Volunteer, current
location: Lexington, Ohio; disability: debili-
tating arthritis.

Dean Homerick began service as an RSVP
volunteer as soon as he became eligible—the
day he turned 55. He is involved in environ-
mental issues and emergency operations. He
volunteers regularly at the Columbus Zoo,
participating in education programs to teach
children about animals, as well as volun-
teering at a local nature center and at the
Ohio Bird Sanctuary, where he edits a
monthly newsletter. He also volunteers for
the American Red Cross and is the volunteer
coordinator for the Richland County Emer-
gency Operations Center, charged with alert-
ing volunteers in the event of an emergency.

CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY

SERVICE
The Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service provides opportunities for

Americans of all ages and backgrounds to
serve their communities and country
through three programs: Senior Corps,
AmeriCorps, and Learn and Serve America.
This year, more than 1.6 million individuals
will participate in the Corporation’s pro-
grams, helping thousands of nonprofit orga-
nizations, faith- based groups, schools, and
government agencies build their capacity to
meet critical local needs in education, the
environment, public safety, disaster relief,
and other areas. Together with the USA
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Freedom Corps, the Corporation is working
to build a culture of citizenship, service, and
responsibility in America.

DELAWARE MAN HONORED WITH PRESIDENT’S
VOLUNTEER SERVICE AWARD AT NATIONAL
DISABILITY INCLUSION AND NATIONAL SERV-
ICE CONFERENCE

On December 9, Claude Allen, Assistant to
the President for Domestic Policy, spoke at
the National Disability Inclusion and Na-
tional Service Conference. At the conclusion
of his remarks, Allen honored outstanding
volunteer Emmanuel Jenkins with the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Award.

Jenkins, who suffers from Cerebral Palsy,
has volunteered for nearly ten years and re-
cently graduated from his second term as an
AmeriCorps member. His primary reason for
participation in AmeriCorps was to help peo-
ple. Emmanuel, now 21, started volunteering
with children when he was only 11 years old.
He ran a computer lab for the Boys and Girls
Club as well as a program called Ticket to
the Future, which taught students how to
set and attain life goals. As a junior staff
member, he assisted with a program called
Family Day and tutored children in math.
Emmanuel talks about the importance of en-
couraging students and always tells them,
“You can do that because a winner never
stops trying.”’

Emmanuel currently lives in Dover, Dela-
ware and volunteers with his local school
district mentoring a local at-risk youth. His
motivation stems from a public service an-
nouncement he saw on TV that said, ‘“You
can be part of the problem or part of the so-
lution.”” He strives to be part of the solution.
Emmanuel is also a certified motivational
speaker and his message is to challenge oth-
ers with the quote, ‘“When you give, you
get!”

The President’s Volunteer Service Award
was created at the President’s direction by
the President’s Council on Service and Civic
Participation. The Award is available to
youth ages 14 and under who have completed
50 or more hours of volunteer service; to in-
dividuals 15 and older who have completed
100 or more hours; and to families or groups
who have completed 200 or more hours. For
more information about the Award, please
visit http:/www.presidentialserviceawards
.gov.

The 2005 National Conference on Disability
Inclusion and National Service provided a
forum for the national service and disability
communities to come together and identify,
develop, and share, new innovations that en-
sure a meaningful opportunity for all Ameri-
cans to engage in volunteer service. The con-
ference, sponsored by the Corporation for
National and Community Service, brought
together some 350 leaders from the disability
and national service communities across the
country to develop strategies for engaging
more people with disabilities in volunteering
and service.

I thank Mr. RANGEL for being a
champion for those that unselfishly
serve our Nation.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

0 1130

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, we cannot express
enough the tremendous debt of grati-
tude we owe the brave men and women
who defend our freedoms every day. It
is with great honor that I join my col-
leagues on the House floor today and
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help lead the debate on H.R. 3997, the
Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief
Tax Act. This legislation is more than
a simple cleanup of some of the dis-
incentives, distortions and oversights
that have disadvantaged our active
duty military and veterans in the Tax
Code.

This legislation is significant be-
cause it sends a clear message that
even as many of our best and brightest
are currently in harm’s way in theaters
where they are facing hostile fire, this
Congress is prepared to work on a bi-
partisan basis to consider every option
and every opportunity to improve the
lives of their families and their prede-
Ccessors.

The $2.3 billion tax package which
was reported out of the House Ways
and Means Committee last week will
bolster tax and Social Security bene-
fits for military servicemembers, vet-
erans and volunteers. This important
measure will allow our active military
men and women to benefit from the
earned income tax credit by allowing
them to pair their nontaxable combat
pay with their earned income.

H.R. 3997 will ease the financial bur-
den of losing a loved one by allowing
survivors to put military death bene-
fits into Roth IRAs without limita-
tions. Furthermore, this legislation
will ensure military Reservists will
have the opportunity to make penalty-
free withdrawals from their retirement
plans, including 401(k) and IRA ac-
counts. If deployed, these men and
women will be able to provide the fi-
nancial footing their families may de-
pend on during their absence.

I am also pleased that the majority,
in bringing this bill to the floor today,
included in it an amendment I offered
and withdrew in committee. I appre-
ciate the bipartisan support displayed
on this critical issue. Specifically, my
provision will expand Social Security
income benefits to our aged, disabled
and blind veterans.

Under current law, the Social Secu-
rity Administration counts annuities
paid by State governments to veterans
who are blind, disabled or aged as
earned income. As a result, veterans in
certain States 1like Pennsylvania,
which provides paralyzed vets with an
$1,800-per-year annuity, may be denied
Federal benefits or receive a lower
amount than veterans in States that do
not provide such annuities. H.R. 3997
will correct this inequity in the law
and ensure that annuities awarded by
States to vets with certain disabilities
are disregarded when determining SSI
benefits.

Madam Speaker, the dedication and
bravery made by American soldiers
have allowed us to exercise our every-
day freedoms. Many have made the ul-
timate sacrifice, and it is our duty in
Congress to make sure that veterans
rights and interests are protected and
served. As many of us prepare for this
upcoming Veterans Day, this legisla-
tion reaches our Chamber at the proper
time and includes the right incentives
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to help our men and women in uniform.
Overall, this legislation is a bundle of
commonsense changes to help those
who have contributed to the defense of
our country and the protection of our
freedoms. I am proud to be a supporter
of this initiative, and I retain the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. NEAL).

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, I am delighted that this bi-
partisan legislation to assist our vet-
erans is before the House today. It also
is certainly of great assistance to our
active duty military and Reservists
and indeed their families. The bill we
are considering today is the product of
a joint hearing held last month by the
Select Revenue Measures Sub-
committee led by myself and the Rank-
ing Member ENGLISH and the Income
Security Subcommittee led by Chair-
man McDERMOTT and Ranking Member
WELLER. We heard from a number of
veterans advocates, military families
groups, the Social Security Adminis-
tration, Members of Congress and oth-
ers who discussed their proposals to ei-
ther enhance tax provisions or reduce
burdens on those who serve or volun-
teer for America.

The bill we are considering today,
which passed out of the full committee
last week, is a product of those delib-
erations and will go far to assist those
serving this country, again, empha-
sizing support for their families. This
country is fortunate that so many sol-
diers and sailors have been willing to
sacrifice for our defense. We must re-
member, once again, that this is a
shared sacrifice. The families of some-
one serving this country can suffer fi-
nancially, as well as emotionally, dur-
ing extended tours. Congress has a re-
sponsibility to ensure that the Tax
Code and other income security provi-
sions do not create problems but, rath-
er, solve them for military families.
That is exactly what this bill will
allow us to do.

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to allow Mr.
NEAL to handle the rest of the time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, at this point, I would
like to yield 2 minutes to a leader on
our committee, the distinguished gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. WELLER).

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Madam
Speaker, last month the members of
the Ways and Means Committee heard
compassionate testimony on several of
the tax and benefit provisions for vet-
erans, military families and volunteers
in the bill we are considering on the
floor today. Several provisions amend
the Supplemental Security Income pro-
gram that operates under the jurisdic-
tion of the Ways and Means Sub-
committee on Income Security and
Family Support, which I have the
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privilege of serving as ranking mem-
ber. These would effectively expand eli-
gibility for and increase SSI benefit
payments to certain military families,
veterans and AmeriCorps participants.
The bill also includes provisions of-
fered by my friends and colleagues,
PHIL ENGLISH of Pennsylvania and Tom
REYNOLDS of New York, that would en-
sure comparable treatment under the
SSI program when it comes to State
annuities for blind and other disabled
veterans.

It is important that we look for ways
to ensure that those in the military
and their families who make sacrifices
receive appropriate and timely support.
The bill before us today will provide
more help to our veterans, to our mili-
tary families and to others who volun-
teer in service to our Nation. That is
something I support, and I urge all my
colleagues to join me in supporting our
soldiers, our families and others who
volunteer to help America by voting
“‘yes’’ for this legislation.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Texas, a member of the
Ways and Means Committee, Mr.
DOGGETT.

Mr. DOGGETT. Madam Speaker, sup-
port for our troops does not begin on
the battlefield and it must not end
there. With approval of this legislation,
Texas veterans will be eligible for
below-market home loans of up to
$325,000. Under the previous law, this
benefit was restricted to veterans who
had served prior to 1977. Today, we
close the gap for the many who have
been our heroes in the last 30 years who
are not currently eligible. Those who
have served to keep us safe in our
homes deserve a chance of a home of
their own. That is what this bill does.

We know that Veterans Day is ap-
proaching, but every day that we enjoy
freedom bestowed by the sacrifices of
those in uniform is a day that we
should honor them. It is often said that
we should honor our vets not only with
our words but also with our deeds.
Well, today we expand the opportunity
for each vet to obtain a deed for their
home. As veterans paid the price to
build our great democracy, we can af-
ford the price of building a foundation
for their home ownership.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, it is now my privilege
to yield 2 minutes to another member
of our committee and a strong advo-
cate of the cause of veterans, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BRADY).

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I rise in support of this bill on the
floor today that will provide additional
tax relief to our Nation’s veterans, es-
pecially those who are seeking to pur-
chase a home. This bill updates current
law to ensure that veterans who served
after 1977 can qualify for low-interest
home loans financed by the Qualified
Veterans Mortgage Bonds.

Back home in Texas, this bill is going
to enable Texas’ Veterans Land Board
to expand its existing low-interest loan
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program to several thousand more

Texas veterans, several thousand, help-

ing a new generation of veterans own a

piece of the American Dream. Our land

commissioner, Jerry Patterson, a Ma-
rine veteran himself, does an excellent
job supervising this program and
reaching out to veterans. This bill is
going to allow him, and our State, to
help more veterans get into a home
they can afford. My thought is for all
the sacrifice our veterans make to de-
fend our country, it is only right that
we help them upon their return home.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, I would like to yield 1%2 min-
utes to the gentleman from North Da-
kota and member of the Ways and
Means Committee, Mr. POMEROY.

Mr. POMEROQY. This is a photograph
of Major Alan Johnson, his wife, Tori,
and his daughter, Megan. This beau-
tiful family suffered the tragedy of los-
ing Major Johnson in Iraq. Last winter,
we buried Major Johnson at Arlington
Cemetery. His widow contacted me 2
weeks later to tell me that what had
happened in the State of Washington is
the pension plan there had simply
given the money back that Alan John-
son had paid in as if he had terminated
his employment at the time he was
called to duty, called to deployment in
his status as a Reserve officer.

It brought to light a gap in the law
that protects our deployed Reservists
and Guardsmen. When they come back,
this law seamlessly reintegrates them
into the pension plan of their em-
ployer, but there was no provision if we
tragically lose our soldiers under de-
ployment. Included in this bill is the
HEROES Act, introduced by Doc
HASTINGS and myself, that allows for
survivor benefits to be paid in this sit-
uation. It is a very important addition.
It is terribly important that survivors
of our soldiers who paid the ultimate
price have survivors benefits under the
pension. This law will afford that.

Madam Speaker, I include for the
RECORD a letter to this effect from Mrs.
Tori Johnson.

NOVEMBER 5, 2007.

Hon. CHARLES RANGEL,

Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
Longworth House Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN RANGEL: I am writing to
thank you for introducing the Heroes Earn-
ings Assistance and Relief Tax (HEART) Act,
H.R. 3997. Your bill makes many important
changes to the tax law that will be of great
help to the men and women who serve in the
Reserve and the National Guard and their
families.

My husband, Major Alan R. Johnson, who
was Kkilled in Iraq earlier this year, was a
public servant both in the Reserve and in his
full time job. In his civilian life, he worked
for fifteen years with the Yakima County
Department of Corrections. We were a team.
He was a strong leader and he depended on
the strength of his family. We needed to be
strong so he did not need to worry about us
when he was serving his county in the Re-
serves.

Dealing with the problems and technical-
ities our family had to face after we learned
that Alan was killed has not been easy. My
husband was 44 and we were planning on his
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retirement for our future. Because his em-
ployer considered Alan as an employee who
had voluntarily terminated when he left for
his deployment, the survivor benefit under
his pension that we would be paid was less
than the amount we would have received if
he was still an active employee. When I
asked why, I found out that in order to have
his pension protected under existing law he
had to return to work.

The HEART Act corrects the gap in the
Uniform Services Employment and Reem-
ployment Right Act’s pension protections for
survivors of National Guard and Reserve sol-
diers who are killed in action and can not re-
turn to work. Our Guard and Reservists
should know that the families that they
leave behind will be able to rely on the sur-
vivor benefits that they have earned in their
civilian employment.

Over 81,000 Reservist and National Guard
members have responded to our Nation’s call
to duty. They believe in our country and are
willing to make that ultimate sacrifice.
When they cannot return to their former
jobs your bill will make sure that their fami-
lies will get the full survivor benefits that
they earned from their jobs at home.

Again, I thank you for your leadership and
that of Congressman Pomeroy and Congress-
man Hastings in making sure that the coun-
try that Reservists, like my husband, have
sacrificed everything for will take care of
their families. I hope that your bill, H.R.
3997, will become law soon.

Sincerely,
VICTORIA C. JOHNSON.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, may I inquire how
much time is remaining on both sides.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania has 14%
minutes remaining. The gentleman
from Massachusetts has 13% minutes
remaining.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, at this point, it would
be my honor to yield 4 minutes to a
leader in our committee who made a
seminal contribution to the SSI com-
ponent of this legislation, the gen-

tleman from New York (Mr. REY-
NOLDS).
(Mr. REYNOLDS asked and was

given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. REYNOLDS. I thank the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania.

I want to thank both Chairman RAN-
GEL and Ranking Member MCCRERY, as
well as Chairman NEAL and Chairman
McCDERMOTT and Ranking Members
ENGLISH and WELLER, for their out-
standing leadership in crafting this leg-
islation.

Madam Speaker, we come together
today not as Democrats and Repub-
licans but as Americans. We are united
in our respect for those who wear the
uniform of the United States armed
services. We are united in our desire to
ensure that Federal programs within
the Ways and Means Committee’s juris-
diction, from the Tax Code to the SSI
program, work effectively for members
of the military, veterans, first respond-
ers and their families. I strongly urge
the passage of this legislation.

I would like to highlight two specific
provisions in the bill that have been of
particular interest to me during my
time in Congress. The first provision,
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section 202, is modeled on legislation,
the Blind Veterans Fairness Act, that I
first introduced in the year 2000. My
legislation would correct a problem in
the Federal SSI rules that affects blind
veterans in four States, New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania and Massachu-
setts, that provide these veterans mod-
est annuities in recognition of the sub-
stantial sacrifice they have made in
service to our country.

Regrettably, under current Federal
law, these State annuities actually re-
duce any SSI payments for which blind
veterans would otherwise be eligible.
As we heard from Michelle LaRock of
New York’s Division of Veterans’ Af-
fairs at our Ways and Means Com-
mittee hearing 3 weeks ago, this quirk
in the Federal SSI rules creates a hard-
ship not only for the affected veterans
themselves, but for the States that ad-
minister these annuity programs as
well.

As in years past, the bill I have intro-
duced in the 110th Congress, H.R. 649,
has enjoyed bipartisan support. It has
been strongly endorsed by the Blinded
Veterans Association. I would also like
to publicly thank Chairman RANGEL,
not just the Chair of our committee
but the dean of my State’s congres-
sional delegation, for his cosponsorship
of prior versions of this bill, and I look
forward to working closely with him to
see the proposal finally enacted into
law.

Let me turn briefly to a separate pro-
vision, section 107 of the bill, which
will permanently allow penalty-free
withdrawals from IRAs, 401(k)’s and
other retirement funds for Reservists
and National Guardsmen called to ac-
tive duty. As we all know, when
Guardsmen and Reservists are called
up, they often face significant reduc-
tions in pay compared to their civilian
salaries, putting an economic strain on
their families.

To lessen this economic hardship,
many of them chose to draw down on
their retirement funds. Unfortunately,
under prior law, they faced a 10 percent
early withdrawal tax when they did so,
and they faced restrictions on making
repayments to their retirement funds
upon returning from active duty.

0O 1145

Last year’s Pension Protection Act
provided relief from this penalty tax
and permitted unlimited repayments
within 2 years after leaving active
duty, but only for Guardsmen or Re-
servists called to active duty before
December 31, 2007.

To ensure that this important relief
remains available on a permanent basis
going forward, I introduced H.R. 867,
the Guardsmen and Reservist Tax Fair-
ness Act, on February 7 of this year.
This legislation has also attracted a bi-
partisan group of cosponsors, as well as
endorsements from several leading vet-
eran service organizations. I look for-
ward to seeing these commonsense
changes enacted into law over the com-
ing weeks.
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I urge a ‘‘yes’ vote.

BLINDED VETERANS ASSOCIATION,
Washington, DC, February 9, 2007.
Hon. THOMAS REYNOLDS,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE REYNOLDS: On be-
half of the Blinded Veterans Association
(BVA), the only congressionally chartered
Veterans Service Organization exclusively
dedicated to serving the needs of our Na-
tion’s blinded veterans and their families we
commend you for the introduction of H.R.
649 “‘Blind Veterans Fairness Act.” BVA is
grateful to you for sponsoring this bill for
those blind veterans who have their state an-
nuities counted against the income levels by
Social Security. Cornell University Dis-
ability Statistics research has found that the
poverty rates for the disabled working age
population in 2004, ages 21-64, has risen to
3.33 times the rate of poverty for the non-dis-
abled population. They also found that the
poverty rate for those with a sensory dis-
ability in this age group was 24.6% in 2005 as
compared to 9.3% for the non-disability pop-
ulation.

These annuities from the states are clearly
meant as a ‘‘gift”’ to help prevent these vet-
erans from falling into these terrible statis-
tics and in appreciation for their service to
our nation. BVA appreciates that you not
only understand this issue, but are willing to
take action to correct the problems blinded
veterans have had with these annuities from
some states being provided to them. These
should not be considered additional income
by Social Security, but instead a special dis-
ability benefit for their service to our grate-
ful nation. This penalty should be removed
and the annuities excluded from all income
for purposes of SSI for purposes of pension
benefits.

BVA strongly supports H.R. 649, and we ap-
preciate all your strong efforts in regards to
this issue for blinded veterans.

Sincerely,
THOMAS ZAMPIERI,
Director, Government Relations.

MILITARY OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA,
Alexandria, VA, March 29, 2007.
Representative ToM REYNOLDS,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE REYNOLDS: I am
writing on behalf of the 362,000 members of
the Military Officers Association of America
(MOAA) to thank you for your leadership in
sponsoring H.R. 867, the Guardsmen and Re-
servists’ Tax Fairness Act of 2007.

Your bill would make permanent a provi-
sion in law for reservists to make penalty-
free withdrawals from IRAs, 401ks and simi-
lar retirement funds while they are on active
duty of at least 6 months. It would also per-
mit them to make unlimited repayments to
their retirement plans within two years after
leaving active duty. The existing authority
will sunset on December 31, 2007.

Under our nation’s ‘‘operational reserve’’
policy, National Guard and Reserve forces
are integrated in all military missions
worldwide and are expected to serve on ac-
tive duty tours one year out of every five or
six years. This policy is expected to remain
in place for the indefinite future. While
Guard and Reserve retention remains strong,
it is unrealistic to expect that families and
employers can be expected to remain com-
mitted to reserve service for the long term
without additional support from Congress.
One simple way to help Guard and Reserve
service men and women is to allow them to
withdraw funds from their civilian retire-
ment plans during an activation and to
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repay those accounts on an unlimited basis
following deactivation for up to two years.
Making the existing authority permanent
will help reserve families make ends meet,
support their future financial security, and
reduce the enormous stress and strain they
endure in service to our nation.

MOAA strongly endorses H.R. 867 and we
pledge our full support for its early enact-
ment.

Thank you for your leadership!

Sincerely,
NORBERT R. RYAN, Jr.,
President.
ASSOCIATION OF THE
UNITED STATES ARMY,
Arlington, VA, February 12, 2007.
Hon. ToM REYNOLDS,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. REYNOLDS: On behalf of the more
than 100,000 members of the Association of
the United States Army, I write to thank
you for your leadership in sponsoring H.R.
867, the Guardsmen and Reservists’ Tax Fair-
ness Act of 2007. This bill would make perma-
nent a provision in law for reservists to
make penalty-free withdrawals from IRAs,
401-ks, and similar retirement funds while
they are on active duty for at least 6 months.
It would also permit them to make unlim-
ited repayments to their retirement plans
within two years after leaving active duty.
The existing authority authorizing these
provisions will end on 31 December 2007.

Under our nation’s ‘‘operational reserve’’
policy, National Guard and Reserve forces
are integrated in all military missions
worldwide and are expected to serve on ac-
tive duty tours one year out of every five or
six years. This policy is expected to remain
in place for the indefinite future. While
Guard and Reserve retention remains strong,
it is unrealistic to expect that families and
employers will remain committed to reserve
service for the long term without additional
support from Congress.

Making the existing authority permanent
will help Reserve Component families make
ends meet, support their future financial se-
curity, and reduce the enormous stress and
strain they endure serving our nation.

The Association of the United States Army
strongly endorses H.R. 867, and we pledge our
full support for its early enactment.

Sincerely,
GORDON R. SULLIVAN,
General, USA, Retired,
President.
NAVAL RESERVE ASSOCIATION,
Alexandria, VA, February 12, 2007.
Hon. THOMAS M. REYNOLDS,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN REYNOLDS: I am writ-
ing on behalf of the membership of the Naval
Reserve Association to thank you for your
leadership in sponsoring H.R. 867, the
Guardsmen and Reservists’ Tax Fairness Act
of 2007. Your bill would make permanent a
provision in law for reservists to make pen-
alty-free withdrawals from IRAs, 401ks and
similar retirement funds while they are on
active duty of at least 6 months. It would
also permit them to make unlimited repay-
ments to their retirement plans within two
years after leaving active duty. The existing
authority will sunset on December 31, 2007.

Under our nation’s ‘‘operational reserve’
policy, National Guard and Reserve forces
are integrated in all military missions
worldwide and are expected to serve on ac-
tive duty tours one year out of every five or
six years. This policy is expected to remain
in place for the indefinite future. While
Guard and Reserve retention remains strong,
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it is unrealistic to assume that families and
employers can be expected to remain com-
mitted to reserve service for the long term
without additional support from Congress.

One simple way to help Guard and Reserve
service men and women is to allow them to
withdraw funds from their civilian retire-
ment plans during an activation and to
repay those accounts on an unlimited basis
following deactivation for up to two years.
Making the existing authority permanent
will help reserve families make ends meet,
support their future financial security, and
reduce the enormous stress and strain they
endure in service to our nation.

The Naval Reserve Association strongly
endorses H.R. 867, and we pledge our full sup-
port for its early enactment.

Sincerely,
C. WILLIAMS COANE,
RADM, USNR (Ret),
Executive Director.
ENLISTED ASSOCIATION
OF THE NATIONAL GUARD,
Alexandria, VA, February 12, 2007.
Hon. ToM REYNOLDS,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

The Enlisted Association of the National
Guard of the United States (EANGUS) is the
only military service association that rep-
resents the interests of every enlisted soldier
and airmen in the Army and Air National
Guard. With a constituency base of over
414,000 soldiers and airmen, their families,
and a large retiree membership, EANGUS en-
gages Capitol Hill on behalf of courageous
Guard persons across this nation.

On behalf of EANGUS, and the soldiers and
airmen it represents, I am writing on behalf
of our membership to thank you for your
leadership in sponsoring H.R. 867, the
Guardsmen and Reservists’ Tax Fairness Act
of 2007. Your bill would make permanent a
provision in law for reservists to make pen-
alty-free withdrawals from IRA, 401k and
similar retirement funds while they are on
active duty of at least 6 months. It would
also permit them to make unlimited repay-
ments to their retirement plans within two
years after leaving active duty. The existing
authority will sunset on December 31, 2007.

Under our nation’s ‘‘operational reserve’
policy, National Guard and Reserve forces
are integrated in all military missions
worldwide and are expected to serve on ac-
tive duty tours one year out of every five or
six years. This policy is expected to remain
in place for the indefinite future. While
Guard and Reserve retention remains strong,
it is unrealistic to expect that families and
employers can be expected to remain com-
mitted to reserve service for the long term
without additional support from Congress.
One simple way to help Guard and Reserve
service men and women is to allow them to
withdraw funds from their civilian retire-
ment plans during activation and to repay
those accounts on an unlimited basis fol-
lowing deactivation for up to two years.
Making the existing authority permanent
will help reserve families make ends meet,
support their future financial security, and
reduce the enormous stress and strain they
endure in service to our nation.

EANGUS strongly endorses H.R. 867 and we
pledge our full support for its early enact-
ment.

Working for America’s Best!
MICHAEL P. CLINE,
Executive Director.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, at this time I yield 2 minutes
to the gentleman from Connecticut
(Mr. LARSON), a member of the Ways
and Means Committee.
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(Mr. LARSON of Connecticut asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Madam
Speaker, I want to extend as well and
compliment Chairman RANGEL, Chair-
man MCDERMOTT, and especially Chair-
man NEAL, for the timely manner in
which they have handled very impor-
tant legislation that addresses vet-
erans, but specifically to Mr. NEAL be-
cause it was not lost on him in this
piece of legislation that we also needed
to address an important segment of our
society, our volunteer firefighters.

It wasn’t lost on Mr. NEAL that vol-
unteer firefighters protect approxi-
mately 38 percent of America’s popu-
lation and more than 70 percent of our
land. It wasn’t lost on Mr. NEAL that
volunteer firefighters save taxpayers
nearly $37 billion annually with their
efforts.

Two-thirds of the 1.2 million fire-
fighters in this country are in fact vol-
unteers. More importantly, it wasn’t
lost on anyone in this body that it
wasn’t the FBI, the CIA or the Depart-
ment of Defense, it was our front line
defenders, first responders that were
there at the World Trade Center, at the
Pentagon and in the fields of Pennsyl-
vania. It’s to them, of course, that we
owe this debt of gratitude.

It was lost, however, on the IRS that
when States like mine in Connecticut
moved to provide a rebate on their
local property taxes, that they sought
to tax it and make it ordinary income
on behalf of these brave volunteers.
This legislation corrects that. I want
to commend the Mitchell brothers,
both John and Billy, from South Wind-
sor, Connecticut, John McAuliffe of
Whethersfield, and Chief Phil Crombie,
who are the genesis of this idea and
concept and brought it to my atten-
tion.

Madam Speaker, I again thank Chair-
man NEAL for making it all happen.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, it is now my privilege
to yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. JONES), a
strong advocate of the cause of vet-
erans.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, first, I would like to
thank Chairman RANGEL and Ranking
Member MCCRERY for including H.R.
418 into the Heroes Earnings Assist-
ance and Relief Tax Act of 2007. For
several years I have tried to get this
measure to the House floor. So thank
you, Mr. NEAL, Mr. MCDERMOTT, and
Mr. ENGLISH.

H.R. 418 is a bill that would permit
military families who receive the death
gratuity to invest the full amount into
certain tax-favored accounts. As you
may know, a death gratuity is a
$100,000 payment paid to survivors of
servicemembers whose death resulted
from combat-related circumstances.
Current tax law limits the amount that
recipients of the death gratuity can
place in tax-preferred accounts, such as
a Roth IRA or a Coverdell Educational
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Savings Account. This Ilegislation
would change that to allow recipients
to contribute up to the full amount of
the gratuity payment to any of those
two accounts.

As the families of our fallen heroes
try to put their lives back together,
they need help. The death of a loved
one is difficult enough, without having
to worry about saving the death gra-
tuity to pay for retirement, college or
other expenses and then have the gov-
ernment come in and tax the interest
on that savings.

Madam Speaker, the need for this as-
sistance was brought to my attention
by Captain Michael Ceres, a con-
stituent stationed at Marine Corps Air
Station New River. Captain Ceres, who
just returned from serving in Iraq and
will soon be redeployed, contacted my
office and suggested that Congress in-
stitute this change to ease the burden
on grieving military families. We owe
it to our fallen military heroes to ex-
pand the options to the families who
receive the death gratuity, families
who have paid the ultimate cost with
the loss of their loved one.

Today, I call on all my colleagues in
the House to support this major piece
of legislation, known as the Heroes
Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act
of 2007. With that, I want to thank the
leadership on the Democratic side, the
leadership on the Republican side for
this comprehensive bill to help our
military and their families.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr.
BLUMENAUER), a member of the Ways
and Means Committee.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker,
I appreciate the gentleman’s courtesy
in recognizing me and in working with
us.
For over 60 years, Oregonians have
provided a benefit to our returning vet-
erans of home loans that were below
market rate to be able to help them re-
establish themselves in the community
and as a small gesture of our apprecia-
tion for their sacrifice. Unfortunately,
with the recent flood of returning vet-
erans from Iraq and Afghanistan, we
found that that program has been
stretched to the limit and we were
faced with denying them access.

Working with Mr. NEAL, Chairman
RANGEL, the committee and sub-
committee, we were able to make an
important adjustment, a 400 percent in-
crease in the loan cap, so that we will
be able to fully meet the needs of re-
turning Oregon veterans, and along the
way it will help people in Alaska, Wis-
consin, Texas, and California. In this
time of uncertainty in the housing
market, giving these important loans
to our veterans is an important ges-
ture. I appreciate the work that the
committee has done to make this a re-
ality.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, it is now my privilege
to yield 4 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), a
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true advocate of the veterans, as well
as all of the military facilities in his
district.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. I thank the
gentleman from Pennsylvania for rec-
ognizing me.

This, as you can hear, is an impor-
tant piece of legislation that is widely
supported and praised here on the
House floor today, but I am dis-
appointed that the majority in the
committee rejected an amendment
that the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. ENGLISH) offered.

This amendment was a common-
sense, bipartisan fix to the Tax Code to
prevent lower-income military per-
sonnel and their families from being
discriminated against when applying to
live in affordable housing built under
the Low Income Housing Tax Credit
Program.

A number of military installations
across the country are experiencing
housing shortages as a result of the
2005 BRAC. One of those facilities, Fort
Riley, an Army post located in the
State of Kansas, is nearly doubling in
size and is now seeing an influx of
30,000 soldiers, civilian workers, and
others.

When the new soldiers live off base,
they receive a military housing allow-
ance from the government that they
use for payment of rent. Though the
Tax Code does not treat the housing al-
lowance as taxable income, it is consid-
ered income when determining a mili-
tary family’s eligibility to live in fa-
cilities financed with low-income hous-
ing tax credits. The result is that some
servicemembers, particularly our en-
listed men and women, are considered
to earn too much income and are thus
disqualified from living in affordable
housing.

However, comparatively low-income
civilians receiving section 8 housing
vouchers from the Federal Government
are more likely to qualify for this
housing. This is because, unlike the
military housing subsidy, the Tax Code
exempts section 8 assistance from
being considered income.

Our Nation’s military families de-
serve access to safe, decent, and afford-
able housing; and they should be given
a fair opportunity to qualify for it. The
House acted in May to exempt military
housing allowance from income eligi-
bility requirements when qualifying
for the Head Start program. The
USDA’s WIC nutrition program for
Women, Infants and Children also pro-
vides for this exemption. Unfortu-
nately, the discrimination persists
when military families apply to live in
affordable housing and enlisted
servicemembers and their families con-
tinue to be treated unfairly in commu-
nities across the country.

I had hoped to offer amendment here
today on the House floor to address
this issue, but the procedure by which
this bill is brought to the floor does
not allow me that opportunity. I would
urge and encourage my colleagues to
join me in cosponsoring H.R. 1481, The
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Military Access to Housing Act, to cor-
rect this inequality, and to encourage
the leadership of this House to bring
this measure to the floor for a vote.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL), also a member of the Ways
and Means Committee.

(Mr. PASCRELL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in strong support of H.R.
3997, and I want to commend Chairman
RANGEL, Congressman NEAL, and Con-
gressman ENGLISH for their persist-
ence.

Tax changes, if done wrong, can exac-
erbate existing inequalities, hurt our
moral fabric, and slow the economy; so
I am glad today with this bill we will
take up a tax measure that is not
geared towards increasing the fortunes
of the already fortunate, but instead
we will provide a measure of relief for
those brave men and women serving in
the military and as first responders.

In particular, I am glad to see that
this bill excludes from income certain
reimbursable expenses incurred in the
line of duty by volunteer firefighters;
and I commend my friend, Congress-
man LARSON from Connecticut, who
has worked on this issue for some time.

I am truly heartened we are perma-
nently extending combat pay in the
calculations of the earned income tax
credit. Recent law allowed members of
the Armed Forces to exclude combat
pay, which is generally nontaxable, for
purposes of computing the earned in-
come credit. But this will only last
through the 2006 tax year. Many of us
have worked for some time to make
this proposal permanent. I am tremen-
dously pleased that this provision has
made it into the broader package that
we are discussing today. There is no
reason a member of the Armed Forces
should lose their earned income tax
credit when they are mobilized serving
their country.

Again, I thank the chairman and I
thank Mr. NEAL and Mr. ENGLISH for
their work and diligence on this crit-
ical issue.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Nevada (Ms. BERKLEY), a
distinguished member of the Ways and
Means Committee.

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, as
Veterans Day approaches, the timing
could not be more appropriate for Con-
gress to be considering the HEART
Act. This legislation will help veterans
and their families, and it will also show
them that their fellow citizens appre-
ciate their service and honor their sac-
rifices for our country.

Nevada has one of the fastest grow-
ing veterans populations in the coun-
try, and I have seen firsthand the eco-
nomic hardship that extended military
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deployment in Iraq and Afghanistan
have caused. The HEART Act will
allow more families to qualify for the
earned income tax credit or to make
penalty-free withdrawals from retire-
ment plans in time of true economic
need to help ease the burden of deploy-
ment.

Nevada has suffered 59 deaths during
the global war on terror, including 46
in Iraq. I support the provisions of this
bill that will allow the spouses of those
who sacrificed their lives to be better
able to plan for their futures and those
of their children.

As a member of both the Ways and
Means Committee and the Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I strongly support
this bill. I urge my colleagues to vote
for this bipartisan legislation.
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, I yield Mr. ALTMIRE from
Pennsylvania, a good friend of the vet-
eran, 1 minute.

Mr. ALTMIRE. I thank the chairman
for including in this bill legislation I
introduced to assist our brave men and
women in uniform.

My bill, H.R. 3827, the Active Duty
Military Tax Relief Act, ensures that
active duty military personnel will be
able to treat combat pay as earned in-
come when computing the earned in-
come tax credit.

My bill also allows Reservists called
to active duty to make penalty-free
withdrawals from their retirement
plans. And servicemembers who receive
differential pay from their civilian em-
ployer will be able to contribute those
wages to their retirement plan.

Finally, family members of those
killed in the line of duty will be able to
contribute up to $100,000 of the mili-
tary death gratuity into tax-favored
accounts, such as Roth IRAs and edu-
cation savings accounts.

I thank the chairman for working
with me to ensure that all of these pro-
visions from my bill have been in-
cluded in full in this legislation which
I strongly support.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam
Speaker, I recognize a great friend of
the veteran, the gentlewoman from
Kansas (Mrs. BoYDA) for 1 minute.

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, unless we act now, over
150,000 of our American troops and
their families will pay sharply higher
taxes. Unless Congress extends the
military eligibility for the earned in-
come tax credit, we will, through inac-
tion, slash the EITC for hundreds of
thousands of troops. It would be a tax
borne solely by our soldiers and our
military families. We call it a soldier
tax.

Our military continues to serve our
country with honor and distinction.
The last thing we need is for our sol-
diers and their families to have to
worry about paying higher taxes next
year. That is why I authored the Tax
Relief for Armed Combat Families Act
for 2007. It will permanently end the
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soldier tax. Our military families
should not have to worry from year to
year what funds are going to be avail-
able to take care of their families.

I thank Chairman RANGEL and Chair-
man NEAL for working my language
into today’s legislation, and I call on
my colleagues to pass this important
legislation. Let’s permanently end the
soldier tax.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Ari-
zona (Ms. GIFFORDS), a friend of the
veteran.

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today in support of tax cuts for
true American heroes: our combat
troops, our veterans, and our fire-
fighters.

Last month I introduced H.R. 3808,
the Combat Troops Tax Relief Act. I
am very pleased that the first provi-
sion in the HEART Act is taken from
my tax bill.

This bill honors the patriotic com-
mitment of military families such as
the Heberts in southern Arizona. Army
Specialist Adam Hebert is currently
serving at Fort Huachuca. He is mar-
ried with two children, and soon will be
deployed abroad for combat service.
This bill will give the Heberts concrete
tax relief. It will permanently protect
their eligibility for the Earned Income
Tax Credit.

In southern Arizona and across the
United States, we must honor our he-
roes with true tax relief. I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
join with me to pass H.R. 3997, the
HEART Act.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to recognize the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
DAVIS), a good friend of the American
veteran as well, for 1 minute.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to thank my colleagues from
the Ways and Means Committee for in-
cluding provisions from H.R. 337 and
H.R. 551 in the HEART Act. These are
two important bills that I have been
championing since I came to Congress.

The first bill addresses a glitch in the
SSI program. Because eligibility for
SSI benefits is based on a family’s in-
come, military families lose benefits
when additional pay is added to their
income. A military family struggling
to make ends meet loses benefits for
their children if they receive jump pay,
hazardous duty pay or a number of
other pays considered ‘‘unearned in-
come.” I think I speak for my col-
leagues when I say these pays are not
unearned but hard earned.

The second bill addresses qualified
veterans mortgage bonds. And as a Cal-
ifornian, I join with other colleagues in
the desire to provide veterans who
signed up for service after 1977 with a
better opportunity to achieve home-
ownership. Why should a veteran who
served in Iraq be treated any dif-
ferently than somebody who signed up
before 1977? Correcting this flaw in cur-
rent law will allow those returning
from Iraq and Afghanistan to have
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great opportunities towards owning a
home in California’s high-cost real es-
tate market.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FARR), a
friend of the American veteran as well.

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to thank the leadership of the Ways
and Means Committee and the mem-
bers because I think this bill takes a
commonsense approach of having, as
you have heard, the stories told about
people who have had problems that just
don’t make sense. This is sort of fix the
dumb-dumb in the tax law, and that is
what this bill does for military vet-
erans, volunteer firefighters, and eligi-
ble Peace Corps volunteers and others.

I am pleased that the committee in-
cluded my legislation I authorized to
provide tax relief for thousands of mili-
tary retirees whose VA disability
claims have been delayed by dysfunc-
tional VA claims backlog.

The issue was brought to my atten-
tion by a constituent, Michael St. Ger-
main, whose VA claim took over 8
years to process. Imagine, 8 years to
process one VA claim. I am proud in
the MilCon-VA appropriations bill that
we have appropriated $124 million to
provide 1,800 new claims processors to
work on the 400,000 backlog of claims. I
thank the committee for extending for
another 2 years the claims adjustment.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, may I inquire of the other
gentleman, does he have just one more
speaker?

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. I believe
we have concluded the speakers who
have asked for time on our side.

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time.

In conclusion, I believe the case has
been made compellingly that this legis-
lation consists of many components,
but they have been developed within
the Ways and Means Committee as a
benefit for our veterans and our active
duty military.

I don’t believe there is a great con-
troversy here. What I do believe is
there is a lesson. When Republicans
and Democrats work together on a bi-
partisan basis, when they put aside po-
litical posturing, when they put aside
ideological poses, when they insist on
procedural fairness, then I think we
can find common ground to move for-
ward on things that are genuinely im-
portant.

I want to particularly credit the
chairman of our committee, Mr. RAN-
GEL, and the gentleman from Massa-
chusetts, the chairman of our Select
Revenue Subcommittee, for having
moved this legislation forward and
having set a very high standard. And I
would like to take credit for the fact
that there has been substantial Repub-
lican participation in the development
of this bill.
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This bill, I think, is important to
move forward now, but not only for
what it consists of, but for what it
symbolizes, and that is what this
Chamber can achieve when both parties
work together.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days in which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H.R. 3997, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SERRANO). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Massachu-
setts?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of
my time.

First of all, I thank the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. ENGLISH) for
the usual courtesy that he extends to
all Members of this body, and particu-
larly those of us who are on the Ways
and Means Committee. I also wish to
acknowledge Chairman RANGEL and
Mr. McCRERY who worked to accommo-
date suggestions from several Members
of the House. We thank those Members,
both Republicans and Democrats, for
generating many of the good ideas con-
tained in this bipartisan bill.

Let me describe some of the provi-
sions in this bill. The bill makes per-
manent the current provision waiving
the 10 percent withdrawal penalty for
those called up to active duty who need
to tap into retirement accounts.

The bill allows families to roll over
amounts received as death gratuity
benefits into Roth IRAs or education
savings accounts.

The bill makes a number of changes
related to supplemental security in-
come or SSI eligibility and military
service.

And the bill makes permanent the
special rule treating combat pay as
earned income for the purposes of the
earned income tax credit, or EITC.

The bill also provides a number of
changes to allow employers the flexi-
bility to extend benefits to workers
called up to duty and will expand cer-
tain provisions that provide mortgage
assistance to veterans through quali-
fied bond programs.

The bill also includes incentives for
those who volunteer their services
Stateside, such as firefighters and
emergency responders.

And for those who had an oppor-
tunity to attend our hearing and listen
to the moving testimony by the widow
of a Reservist whose pension was cut in
half because he did not ‘“‘return to
work” after being killed in action, you
will be pleased to know, as all Members
of the body will, that this bill we are
considering today fixes that problem
for good.

The British leader Benjamin Disraeli
noted, ‘‘The legacy of heroes is the
memory of a great name and the inher-
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itance of a great example.” Let us set
our own example today of a Congress
that responds to families in need. Let
us show our heroes and their families
that we acknowledge and appreciate
their service.

Not only do I encourage support for
this bipartisan bill, I want to reiterate
what was stated a few moments ago by
my friend, Mr. ENGLISH. This is a very
firm example of what happens in this
House of Representatives when Mem-
bers put aside differences and proceed
with the common principle that Amer-
ican veterans deserve help. So let us
show our support for this legislation. I
urge adoption of this bill.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 3997, the Heroes Earn-
ings Assistance and Relief Tax, HEART Act of
2007. This bill provides a number of much-
needed and deserved tax benefits to members
of the military, their families, and veterans.
Specifically, | am proud that the Qualified Vet-
erans’ Mortgage Bonds, QVMB, program,
which impacts my home State of Wisconsin,
was renewed and reformed so that the dream
of home-ownership will continue to be a reality
for thousands of veterans.

Under the HEART Act, the QVMB program
will be expanded to allow $100 million annu-
ally in tax-exempt bonding for the Wisconsin
Department of Veterans Affairs, WDVA, State
veterans home loan program—enough funding
to aid about 600 State veterans in obtaining
low-interest rate home loans. This program is
more important now than ever before with the
ongoing credit crisis in this country, and | am
proud we were able to expand this crucial pro-
gram, In Wisconsin alone, the WDVA has
made over 54,000 home loans to veterans
through this program.

Our military servicemen and women have
sacrificed a great deal to protect the freedoms
that we so deeply cherish in this country. Their
sacrifices and extended tours of duty in lraq
and Afghanistan, however, have placed great-
er economic hardships on their families here
at home. The bill before us today will help al-
leviate some of those hardships by giving mili-
tary families much needed and deserved tax
relief and making permanent some of the tem-
porary provisions that Congress has pre-
viously enacted.

The HEART Act is one simple but significant
way we can thank our troops for their service
to our country. | thank Chairman RANGEL and
Ranking Member MCCRERY for their bipartisan
leadership on this legislation and | urge my
colleagues to support our men and women in
the military by passing this legislation.

Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 3997, the Heroes
Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act. | am
especially pleased that this bill includes a cru-
cial provision from H.R. 3736, the Combat Pay
Tax Flexibility Act, which | recently introduced
to permanently allow members of the Armed
Forces to treat combat pay as earned income
in calculating their Earned Income Tax Credit
(EITC).

Because income earned while serving in a
combat zone is exempt from income taxes,
many low-income military families recently
faced the loss or reduction of their EITC, as
deployments to Iraq and Afghanistan shifted
their income to nontaxable combat pay. While
Congress acted to fix this problem by pro-
viding troops the option of calculating combat
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pay for the EITC, without further Congres-
sional action this tax credit will expire at the
end of the year.

| introduced the Combat Pay Tax Flexibility
Act to ensure that this tax savings provision is
always there for the military families that need
it. Soldiers who serve in hostile places make
a great sacrifice for our country, and the least
we can do is help them make the most of the
tax savings available to them.

| would like to thank Chairman RANGEL for
working with me to incorporate the Combat
Pay Tax Flexibility Act into the legislation be-
fore us today, and for moving this legislation
swiftly. | urge all of my colleagues to vote in
favor of H.R. 3997 today to ensure that our
troops have the financial resources they need
throughout the cycle of deployment.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, | am pleased this bill, H.R. 3997, is being
considered by the House today and specifi-
cally that it includes language similar to the
legislation, H.R. 2540, introduced by myself
and Congressman POMEROY.

Our legislation was written to assist the fam-
ilies of members of our military and National
Guard who are killed while on active duty. It
was developed after Congressman POMEROY
and | each met with Mrs. Victoria Johnson
from my central Washington district.

While grieving the loss of her husband,
Major Alan Johnson, Victoria discovered that
State law treated her husband as a retiree
rather than a brave servicemember. Victoria
worked to change State law, and with her sup-
port, Congressman POMEROY and | introduced
legislation to ensure that servicemembers who
die protecting our Nation will have their time
on active military duty counted into their em-
ployer’s retirement benefits.

This simple change ensures that the sur-
vivors of our brave servicemembers, like Major
Johnson, receive the maximum amount of
their loved ones’ pension benefits, and are not
penalized for their family members’ volun-
teering to serve their country.

This is the right thing to do and | encourage
my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
McDERMOTT) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3997, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

EXPRESSING SYMPATHY FOR VIC-
TIMS OF OCTOBER 28, 2007, FIRE
IN OCEAN ISLE BEACH, NORTH
CAROLINA

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
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lution (H. Res. 787) expressing the sup-
port and sympathy of the House of
Representatives and the people of the
United States for the victims of the
tragic fire that occurred in Ocean Isle
Beach, North Carolina, on October 28,
2007.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 787

Whereas in the early morning of October
28, 2007, flames broke out at a beach house in
Ocean Isle Beach, North Carolina;

Whereas the fire spread quickly and took
the lives of seven college students, six at-
tended the University of South Carolina and
one went to Clemson University: Lauren
Mahon of Simpsonville, South Carolina; Alli-
son Walden of Chagrin Falls, Ohio; Travis
Cale, Justin Anderson and Emily Yelton of
Greenville, South Carolina; William Rhea of
Florence, South Carolina, and Cassidy
Pendley of Chapin, South Carolina;

Whereas 6 University of South Carolina
students were injured while escaping the
flames and were treated at Brunswick Com-
munity Hospital;

Whereas local community members rushed
to alert and assist emergency personnel to
support the students and their families in
the aftermath of the tragedy;

Whereas firefighters, paramedics, police of-
ficers, and other emergency personnel from
the surrounding communities responded
quickly and worked bravely to rescue the in-
jured and extinguish the fire;

Whereas the State of North Carolina and
local government officials responded to the
fire and its aftermath quickly, effectively,
and compassionately;

Whereas the immediate outpouring of sup-
port, assistance and compassion from the
Nation and South Carolinians is greatly ap-
preciated; and

Whereas the students, faculty, staff, and
officials at Clemson University and Univer-
sity of South Carolina have come together as
a university community to remember the
fallen students and provide strength and sup-
port to its respective campuses through this
difficult time: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its deepest condolences to the
families and friends of Lauren Mahon, Alli-
son Walden, Travis Cale, Justin Anderson,
Emily Yelton, William Rhea, and Cassidy
Pendley; and offers its hope for the quick
and full recovery of those students who were
injured in the fire;

(2) expresses immense gratitude for the ef-
forts of countless emergency response per-
sonnel, local, State, and Federal officials,
health care providers, volunteers, and citi-
zens who have been part of the response; and

(3) expresses its support for all of the stu-
dents, faculty, administration, and staff at
the University of South Carolina and
Clemson University as they heal from this
tragedy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, as a mem-
ber of the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform, I am
pleased to join my colleagues in the
consideration of H. Res. 787 which ex-
presses the support and sympathy of
the House of Representatives of the
people of the United States for the vic-
tims of the tragic fire recently that oc-
curred in Ocean Isle Beach, North
Carolina. House Resolution 787, which
has 66 cosponsors, was introduced by
my friend and colleague Mr. JAMES
CLYBURN.

Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, October 28,
2007, seven college students perished in
a fire in Ocean Isle Beach, North Caro-
lina. They were victims of an early
morning fire that engulfed a two-story
house. There were also six survivors
who were hospitalized but later re-
leased.

Of the seven students who perished,
six were from the University of South
Carolina, and one was from Clemson
University.

We in this Congress express our
heartfelt sympathy for the victims,
their families and the campus commu-
nities that have been affected.
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These students were among our best
and brightest. Their striving, their as-
pirations, and the hope and support of
their families, especially their parents,
for their future embodies a shining ex-
ample of what is best about America.

The Ocean Isle Beach’s fire claimed
the precious lives of seven young peo-
ple who had so much to live for and so
much to give. We express our deepest
sympathy to the victims and their fam-
ilies.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league Representative JIM CLYBURN for
seeking to express the deepest sym-
pathy of the House of Representatives
on this sad occasion, and I urge the
swift passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to mourn the passing of seven of
this Nation’s young students. On the
morning of October 28, 2007, a fire
quickly swept through the beach house
in Ocean Isle Beach, North Carolina,
where they were spending a weekend.

Six of the seven were students at the
University of South Carolina. The sev-
enth attended Clemson. All were filled
with much promise.

With this in mind, I express my deep-
est condolences to the friends and fam-
ilies of the seven. Rest assured that
you are in all of our thoughts and pray-
ers.

I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to commend the entire commu-
nity of Ocean Isle Beach, North Caro-
lina, for its response to this tragedy.
From the very onset of the flames,
local citizens rushed to alert and assist
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emergency responders. These respond-
ers then worked bravely to rescue
those trapped inside, aid the injured,
and extinguish the fire.

Unfortunately, the blaze was too
powerful and claimed seven young
lives. However, without the adept re-
sponse of all involved, the tragic toll of
this blaze would have surely been high-
er. It is with all this in mind that I
would like to take this opportunity to
commend those involved in the re-
sponse. Our sincere gratitude goes out
to all of you.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
our time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to my
friend and colleague, Mr. JAMES CLY-
BURN, of South Carolina.

Mr. CLYBURN. I thank my colleague
for yielding me the time.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution memori-
alizes and commemorates the lives of
seven students from the University of
South Carolina and Clemson Univer-
sity who perished in last week’s tragic
beach house fire in Ocean Isle Beach,
North Carolina.

I proudly represent the University of
South Carolina, and I rise to thank the
House Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform for its prompt ac-
tion on this resolution and to once
again extend my deepest condolences
to the families, friends, and loved ones
of those University of South Carolina
and Clemson students who we lost in
this unfortunate event. They should all
know that we will continue to keep
them and their loved ones in our pray-
ers as they mourn their tremendous
loss.

There’s little that we cherish more
than seeing our children and grand-
children go off to school seeking to ac-
quire the knowledge and skills that
they will need to pursue their dreams
and aspirations. It is an incredible feel-
ing. And to have that promise cut short
in such a dramatic and tragic way is
probably more than anyone who has
not had the experience can possibly
imagine.

As we mourn with the University of
South Carolina and Clemson Univer-
sity communities at this solemn time,
we should all take some solace in
knowing that these young people rep-
resented the best of our hopes and
dreams for the future. Through their
extracurricular activities and aca-
demic successes, they served as strong
role models for future generations and
as sources of pride for their families
and friends. It is only fitting that we
honor them for being the bright bea-
cons of light that they were and that
their loved ones will always remember
them as being.

No words or sympathetic sentiments
will ever undo the tragic loss endured
by the University of South Carolina
and Clemson communities. However,
by passing this resolution, it is my
hope that these communities under-
stand that this congressional body
stands in unison in offering our prayers
and condolences.
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May God bless all those affected by
this tragedy.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
yvield 4 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
BARRETT).

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, on October 28, 2007, a
tragic and accidental fire in Ocean Isle
Beach, North Carolina, claimed seven
very young lives. Six of the victims
were students at the University of
South Carolina: Cassidy Fae Pendley,
Lauren Astrid Kristiana Mahon, Justin
Michael Anderson, Travis Lane Cale,
Allison Walden, William Rhea. One of
the victims, Emily Lauren Yelton, was
a sophomore at Clemson University, a
graduate of J.L. Mann High School in
Greenville, a member of the Delta Zeta
sorority and a member of Young Life of
Greenville.

These brilliant young college stu-
dents were sisters, brothers, devoted
sons and daughters, athletes, instruc-
tors, friends, volunteers, coaches, and
leaders. Family members and friends
have recounted how each one has given
support, made a difference and bright-
ened people’s lives.

I stand here today to support H. Res.
787, which is a resolution sponsored by
Congressman JIM CLYBURN to express
much-needed support for those fire vic-
tims.

I would also like to recognize and
offer sympathy to the victims’ families
and let them know that South Carolina
and the people of this Nation, Mr.

Speaker, will always honor those
names that we loved and lost.
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield

such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
MCINTYRE).

Mr. MCINTYRE. I thank the gen-
tleman.

I rise today in strong support of H.
Res. 787, which my friend and colleague
Representative JIM CLYBURN of South
Carolina has filed and which expresses
the support and sympathy of the House
of Representatives and the people of
the United States for the victims of the
tragic fire that occurred in Ocean Isle
Beach, North Carolina, about 10 days
ago on October 28.

As you may know, I represent the
town of Ocean Isle Beach; and like all
of my constituents, I was saddened by
the events that took place just a few
days ago.

Ocean Isle Beach is a family commu-
nity, a place many do love to come and
spend time with friends, and the loss of
seven college students and injuries by
six more indeed was a tragic turn of
events that brought this small beach
town, the State of North Carolina, and
our neighbor, the State of South Caro-
lina where the students were in school,
and this Nation to its knees.

I’'m honored to support this essential
and timely measure which also ex-
presses gratitude for the efforts of all
the emergency personnel, law enforce-
ment, fire and rescue that were in-
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volved in this horrific situation, and
our gratitude to Mayor Debbie Smith
and the other local officials in that
community, as well as to the Bruns-
wick County officials and other com-
munity members and private citizens
that responded to the fire and that
reached out to help those in need and
the families that were affected by this
tragic situation.

As we gather today to express our
condolences to the families and friends
of the students that perished and as we
offer our hope for the full recovery of
the students that were injured, I urge
all of us to reflect on the importance of
these individuals’ lives and express our
sympathies to those families who will
carry this loss with them.

Mr. Speaker, we're a strong Nation.
Ocean Isle Beach is a strong commu-
nity. And I know that events like the
fire on October 28 will demonstrate
even more our strength and our unity
in times of tragedy.

May we all stand here in this body
today, indeed may we all stand as a Na-
tion together, in remembrance of these
students and pledge our commitment
to their families and friends. We pray
for God’s comfort, His peace and His
strength to be with them always.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 4 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON).

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank Mr. CLYBURN
and my colleagues for bringing this
resolution to the floor.

I'm deeply saddened by the cir-
cumstances we’re addressing today. As
we have all learned, seven students
were Killed in a house fire that took
place at Ocean Isle Beach, North Caro-
lina, over a week ago. This tragic acci-
dent reminds us all how precious life is,
and I want to express my condolences
to the families and friends of these stu-
dents.

As a University of South Carolina
Law School graduate and a parent of a
current Clemson student, I’ve grown to
know the strength and character of
these communities. I have had the
privilege of getting to know many of
their students, faculty, and adminis-
trators all my life. Under the leader-
ship of USC president Andrew Sorensen
and Clemson president Jim Barker, the
students and families of these two uni-
versities have found comfort and Kin-
ship during this difficult time.

I also want to extend my heartfelt
condolences to the Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon fraternity and the Delta Delta
Delta sorority who lost members in
this tragic fire. My father and my
mother were members of these two
USC organizations respectively; and as
a member of a fraternity, with three
sons in a fraternity, I know the bond
that these students and alumni feel for
one another and the grief they are ex-
periencing.

South Carolina’s media have been
very thoughtful, respectful, and helpful
in providing tributes to the students.
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Today, we offer our support and com-
fort to the students who were injured
in this terrible accident. We will con-
tinue to pray for their full and speedy
recovery.

Additionally, we must recognize the
brave members of the local fire depart-
ments and emergency personnel, as
well as the Ocean Isle Beach citizens
who responded to the fire and called for
help.

Again, I want to thank my colleague
and long-time friend Congressman JIM
CLYBURN for bringing this resolution to
the floor.

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, this past
weekend, more than 600 people gathered at
Federated Church in Chagrin Falls OH, to
mourn the loss of Allison Walden, 19, a 2006
graduate of Chagrin Falls High School and the
daughter of Terry and Diane Walden of Cha-
grin Falls.

Allison was one of seven students to die in
the tragic beach house fire in North Carolina.

Her father, Terry, said she was a wonderful
girl and full of life. She had a scholarship to
University of South Carolina, where she was a
sophomore studymg pre-med and a member
of the Delta Delta Delta sorority. She had
planned to return to her beloved Chagrin Falls
after graduation and study anesthesiology at
Case Western Reserve University.

This senseless fire that took the lives of
seven wonderful young people capped a very
difficult year for the Walden family.

Their son, Greg, a 2005 Chagrin Falls grad-
uate, is a student at Virginia Tech and was
there in April when a deranged student shot
up the campus, killing 33 people Fortunately,
Greg, an honors engineering student, was
unharmed in that horrific attack. | can’t imag-
ine as a parent going through that, and then
losing your only daughter just five months later
in another tragedy. It is just unspeakably cruel.

As their father said, “What is the chance
that out of all the schools in the country that
our children would go where tragic events un-
fold?”

On behalf of the 14th Congressional District,
my sympathies go to the Walden family on
their horrible loss, and may they find comfort
in their family, friends, faith and community.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LyNcH) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 787.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND SYM-
PATHY FOR VICTIMS OF DEV-
ASTATING FLOODING THAT OC-
CURRED IN OHIO
Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-

lution (H. Res. 728) expressing the sup-
port and sympathy of the House of
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Representatives and the people of the
United States for the victims of the
devastating flooding that occurred
across many parts of Ohio in August
2007 and commending the communities,
volunteer organizations, churches and
emergency response agencies for their
continuing work to restore the affected
areas across the state.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 728

Whereas heavy rainstorms brought severe
flooding to Ohio and the upper Midwest over
the week of August 19, 2007;

Whereas, in many parts of Ohio, this was
the worst flood since 1913 with nearly 15
inches of rain in some areas;

Whereas the record storms and flooding
were responsible for up to 18 deaths across
parts of the upper Midwest—some of these in
Ohio;

Whereas over 500 citizens were forced to
flee their homes and businesses and many
hundreds of homes and businesses were dam-
aged;

Whereas, on August 21, 2007, Allen,
Crawford, Hancock, Hardin, Paulding, Put-
nam, Richland, Seneca, Van Wert and Wyan-
dot counties made initial local emergency
declaration;

Whereas, on August 22, 2007, Governor Ted
Strickland issued a State disaster declara-
tion for Allen, Crawford, Hancock, Hardin,
Putnam, Richland, Seneca, Wyandot and
Van Wert Counties;

Whereas, on August 27, 2007, President
George W. Bush issued a Federal disaster
declaration for Allen, Crawford, Hancock,
Putnam, Richland and Wyandot Counties
and later added Hardin and Seneca Counties;
and

Whereas Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin,
Illinois, Iowa and Indiana also experienced
serious, storms, flooding and tornadoes:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its support and profoundest
sympathy for the victims of the devastating
flooding that occurred across much of Ohio
and the surrounding region in August 2007;

(2) conveys its gratitude to the local, State
and Federal officials and emergency per-
sonnel who responded to this emergency and
continue working to restore normalcy in the
affected counties;

(3) thanks the many volunteers, charitable
organizations, business and individual do-
nors, churches and religious organizations
for their generosity in responding to this cri-
sis; and

(4) commends the people of Ohio for their
indomitable spirit and for the grace and
magnanimity with which they have sup-
ported one another during the flooding and
continuing recovery.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?
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There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, as a mem-
ber of the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform, I'm
pleased to join my colleagues in the
consideration of H. Res. 728, which is a
bill that expresses the support and
sympathy of the House of Representa-
tives and the people of the United
States for the victims of the dev-
astating floods that swept across Ohio
in August of 2007.

H. Res. 728, which has 51 cosponsors,
was introduced by my friend, Rep-
resentative Jim Jordan, on October 10,
2007. H. Res. 728 was reported from the
Oversight Committee on October 23,
2007, by voice vote.

Mr. Speaker, during the week of Au-
gust 19, 2007, Ohio received over 15
inches of rain in a violent storm that
swept across the State. Firefighters
and volunteers from that State per-
formed great acts of heroism in res-
cuing people from life-threatening con-
ditions.
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The storm caused major flooding
that damaged many homes and busi-
nesses, and the water forced at least
500 families from their homes in sev-
eral northern Ohio towns.

Governor Ted Strickland of Ohio de-
clared states of emergency in nine
counties in northwest and north cen-
tral Ohio. This was, indeed, the worst
flooding for Ohio since 1913.

I now rise in support of the victims
in this disaster and to commend the
State, local and Federal officials and
emergency personnel for their response
to this crisis situation.

I commend my colleague, Represent-
ative JORDAN, for seeking to express
support and sympathy for the Ohio
flood victims.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
too rise in support of this resolution.
Obviously, as a result of these dev-
astating floods this summer, we had
eight counties that were declared dis-
aster counties in our State, 4% of those
counties I had the privilege of rep-
resenting. The other 3% counties were
represented by our late friend, Con-
gressman Paul Gillmor.

I want to commend Congressman
Gillmor’s staff for the help of Paul, of
course, when he was with us, and then
his staff for the great assistance they
provided our office and others as we
worked through this.

I also just want to take a moment to
thank those local leaders, both our po-
lice, our fire, our EMS people, our local
public officials and our State public of-
ficials who did just an outstanding job
and also commend our Federal offi-
cials. FEMA was there in Ohio, the
leaders were there, Director Paulison,
as well as Mr. Preston with the SBA,
and then they have been in Ohio for
several months serving families and in-
dividuals and local governments who
were devastated by these floods.
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The thing, I guess, that really stands
out for me, in the midst of this devas-
tation, it was so neat to see how com-
munities come together, how people
work together and all kinds of acts of
kindness from family member to fam-
ily member and from neighbor to
neighbor and community to commu-
nity. It was amazing to see what takes
place when devastation hits an area.

The resolution just expresses our
commendation for those individuals,
those local officials, those families,
those people in west central and north
central Ohio who did such an out-
standing job dealing with the devasta-
tion that took place.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
our time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
my friend and colleague, Ms. MARCY
KAPTUR from Ohio, for as much time as
she may consume.

Ms. KAPTUR. I thank the gentleman
for yielding. Thank you distinguished
Chairman LYNCH, and my dear friend
from our delegation Congressman JIM
JORDAN.

Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to
rise in support of House Resolution 728,
which speaks to the issue of the flood-
ing throughout Ohio in August of this
year.

Congressman JORDAN and I stood
shoulder to shoulder with the late Con-
gressman Paul Gillmor in Findlay to
survey the devastating 100-year flood
level. This flooding ripped through the
heart of many small towns in north-
west Ohio, burying our communities in
feet of mud and water while washing
away the dreams of so many today.

We know there are probably over $100
million worth of damages. We owe so
much to all the emergency workers—to
the fire, to the police, to the local offi-
cials like Mayor Iriti, who I thought,
did an outstanding job—for trying to
address this situation, which wasn’t
any of their fault or our fault. You had
15 inches of rain within 24 hours; and
this flood truly was different.

Instead of simply devastating our
community, the flood also sent a shock
wave through all of us on the challenge
of fresh water management that our re-
gion, our very flat region, faces.

It is ironic that in Ohio we were talk-
ing about too much water at a time
when, now, Georgia and the south-
eastern States are experiencing record
droughts. We know in our region the
status quo is not acceptable. We were
very pleased that Secretary Chertoff
joined us and offered the continuing
help of FEMA to address the damage
from these floods in August. We knew
that our region had potential water
management problems. But we never
thought they would come now so
quickly. We had launched a watershed
management partnership in the West-
ern Lake Erie Basin to handle the
growing levels of storm water runoff.

The Army Corps of Engineers and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture have
driven forward a remarkable partner-
ship that is unique in its scope any-
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where in the country for what it is try-
ing to accomplish. At the center of this
assessment is the understanding that
we must better manage our fresh water
asset for the future.

It is our competitive advantage,
without question, in the Great Lakes
States. We have been buffeted in our
region by globalization, but we will not
give up our greatest asset. We know we
must manage it with a comprehensive
basinwide solution.

I think this flooding was a real clar-
ion call to people in our region. We saw
the levels of damage and now having to
remediate after the fact. But had we
had in place structures and systems to
handle this level of water, we would
not have had the level of damage that
we experienced. We know that the level
of rainfall was extraordinarily large,
but the point is, we were not properly
prepared for it, and we have now had
this clarion call.

We were very fortunate that the loss
of life was minimized, but, nonetheless,
people are still digging out. I think
this resolution is a very important step
forward as we try to handle this pre-
cious global asset of fresh water in our
region in a much, much wiser way so
that we can avoid the flooding of the
future.

Even Marathon Oil had eight feet of
water in its corporate headquarters in
Findlay, Ohio. Business leaders, the
chamber, a broad band of public offi-
cials and private sector leadership
across the region recognize we can’t go
through this again. We have to think
about dry dams. We have to think of
reservoirs. We have to think of ways to
avoid hundreds of millions of dollars
worth of damage and put those dollars
to work avoiding that kind of disaster
in the future.

In recognizing all of those who helped
to handle this enormous tragedy that
befell our area, we also look to the fu-
ture and the fact that we have the
Western Lake Erie Basin partnership
as a building block toward the future
in order to make the future better than
the past and to learn the lessons that
history has now taught us.

I am very pleased to join my col-
leagues here today, Congressman
LYNCH, who has taken such great lead-
ership on this measure. We, in Ohio,
appreciate the response of all the emer-
gency personnel who did so very much,
and to the people who suffered, and
also to Congressman JIM JORDAN for
bringing this to the floor today. We are
joined hand in hand as we move for-
ward together in northern Ohio to bet-
ter manage our fresh water asset for
future generations.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Let me, too,
just thank Congressman LYNCH and
Congresswoman KAPTUR. Congress-
woman KAPTUR has been right at the
front of looking at this in a com-
prehensive way, and we appreciate
that. She talked about our mayors
both in Findlay and Shelby, Ohio, who
have done so much work and who are
looking at this overall approach.
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Also, we talked about our local offi-
cials. I don’t know if we mentioned our
two U.S. Senators who have been very
helpful in this effort as well, looking at
this in a broad way.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of our time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker,
back the balance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LyNCcH) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 728.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

I yield

————
BOSTON RED SOX VICTORY IN 2007
MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL

WORLD SERIES

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 782) expressing the sense
of the House with respect to the Boston
Red Sox victory in the 2007 Major
League Baseball World Series.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 782

Whereas in the early moments of October
29, 2007, the Boston Red Sox won their second
World Series title in four seasons by besting
the Colorado Rockies in just four games;

Whereas the Red Sox won their seventh
world title in the 107-year history of the sto-
ried franchise;

Whereas the 2007 Red Sox World Champion
team epitomized sportsmanship, selfless
play, team spirit, determination, and heart
in the course of winning 96 games in the reg-
ular season, winning the American League
East Division Championship;

Whereas Josh Beckett, the major league’s
only 20-game winner in the 2007 regular sea-
son, cemented his place as one of the great-
est post-season pitchers of all time, winning
four games in the playoffs, including a domi-
nating performance in Game One of the
World Series, and keeping the hopes of Red
Sox Nation alive by overpowering the Cleve-
land Indians in Game 5 of the American
League Championship series when the team
was down 3 games to 1;

Whereas Curt Schilling proved once again
his greatness as a post-season pitcher by
winning Game 2 of the World Series;

Whereas rookie sensation Daisuke
Matsuzaka followed with a win in Game 3,
tossing his famed gyroball on baseball’s big-
gest stage;

Whereas left-hander Jon Lester completed
a storybook comeback by overcoming adver-
sity and leading his team to victory from the
mound by pitching 5 and two-thirds scoreless
innings, winning Game Four and completing
the sweep;

Whereas Mike Lowell was named the Most
Valuable Player of the World Series after
batting .400 while scoring six runs and bat-
ting in four more, capping off a stellar reg-
ular season with an equally impressive post-
season and capturing a richly deserved
honor;

Whereas Jonathan Papelbon demonstrated
complete dominance as the team’s closer,
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saving three of the four World Series games
for the Red Sox and not allowing a run in the
10 and two thirds post-season innings he
pitched;

Whereas team captain Jason Varitek once
again exemplified the qualities that make
him a great team’s great captain, guiding his
pitching staff with patience and determina-
tion, and making one of the toughest posi-
tions in baseball seem effortless;

Whereas the 2007 post-season produced
many memorable moments from young play-
ers and veterans alike, including emerging
talents 1like Dustin Pedroia, Jacoby
Ellsbury, and Hideki Okajima and more sea-
soned players like Kevin Youkilis, J.D.
Drew, Bobby Kielty, Coco Crisp, Julio Lugo,
and Mike Timlin;

Whereas David Ortiz and Manny Ramirez
further enhanced their legendary status as
two of the game’s greatest hitters ever
throughout the regular season and beyond;

Whereas the 2007 Red Sox also included the
longest serving member of the Red Sox fran-
chise, Tim Wakefield, along with other inte-
gral players Manny Delcarmen, dJulian
Tavarez, Eric Gagne, Javier Lopez, Kyle
Snyder, Doug Mirabelli, Alex Cora, and Eric
Hinske;

Whereas the 2007 season brought fans many
magical moments, including rookie Clay
Buchholz’s September no-hitter in just his
second major league start;

Whereas Red Sox Manager Terry Francona
continued to lead his team with grace and a
steady hand, transforming them into one of
the greatest Red Sox teams of all time and
capturing his second World Series title in
just 4 short years;

Whereas Red Sox owners John Henry and
Tom Werner and Red Sox President and
Chief Executive Officer Larry Lucchino con-
tinued their quest to field the best team in
baseball, culminating in another World Se-
ries celebration for Red Sox Nation;

Whereas Red Sox Executive Vice Presi-
dent/General Manager Theo Epstein assem-
bled all the parts for a winning team that
featured the major league’s best pitching
staff, a dominant offense, and most impor-
tant, the hearts and souls of true champions;

Whereas the entire Red Sox organization
maintains a strong commitment to chari-
table causes in New England, demonstrated
by the team’s decades-long support of the
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute’s Jimmy Fund
in the fight against childhood cancers;

Whereas Red Sox fans are everywhere, in
the ball parks of opposing teams, in every
State in the Union and in many foreign
lands; and

Whereas a grateful Red Sox Nation thanks
the team for an unforgettable season and for
bringing another World Championship home
to Boston: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) congratulates—

(A) the Boston Red Sox for winning the
2007 Major League Baseball World Series and
for all of their accomplishments during a
stellar 2007 regular season; and

(B) the eight Major League Baseball teams
that played in the postseason;

(2) recognizes the achievements of the Bos-
ton Red Sox players, manager, coaches, and
support staff whose hard work, dedication,
and spirit made this all possible;

(3) commends—

(A) the Colorado Rockies for a solid year,
including an impressive late season surge
that brought them to their first World Se-
ries; and

(B) the fans and management of the Colo-
rado Rockies for their hospitality towards
all the Red Sox fans who traveled to Denver
for the World Series; and
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(4) directs the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives to transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to—

(A) the 2007 Boston Red Sox team;

(B) Red Sox Manager Terry Francona;

(C) Red Sox General Manager Theo Ep-
stein;

(D) Red Sox President and Chief Executive
Officer Larry Lucchino;

(E) Red Sox Principal Owner John Henry;
and

(F) Red Sox Chairman Tom Werner.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. LYNCH) and the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. JORDAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Massachusetts.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members have 5
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, as a mem-
ber of the House Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform, I am
pleased to join my colleagues in the
House and in the Senate and my mom
and dad and the entire Red Sox Nation
in consideration of House Resolution
782, a bill that congratulates the Bos-
ton Red Sox baseball team, our beloved
Boston Red Sox baseball team, for win-
ning the 2007 Major League Baseball
World Series.

House Resolution 782 was introduced
by my friend and colleague, Represent-
ative MICHAEL CAPUANO. The Boston
Red Sox baseball team did indeed win
their second World Series in four sea-
sons, defeating the Colorado Rockies 4-
3 in game four at Coors Field in Den-
ver, Colorado, on Sunday, October 28,
2007.

The Red Sox are the first team in
this century to win multiple champion-
ships since the year 2000. Kevin
Youkilis, the first baseman for the Red
Sox said, ‘“‘Pitching will lead you all
the way,” and that was it, great pitch-
ing and timely hitting. This team is
now rightfully the best team in base-
ball.

The Red Sox won the 2004 and 2007
World Series under the great manage-
ment of Terry Francona. We in Red
Sox Nation wish to congratulate the
management of the Boston Red Sox
baseball team, the players, the coach-
es, the fans and the entire Red Sox
community.

I commend my colleague, Represent-
ative CAPUANO, and Fenway Park is ac-
tually in his district. I want to thank
him for congratulating the Boston Red
Sox for winning the 2007 Major League
Baseball World Series. From all the
members of the delegation, we appre-
ciate his hard work on this matter.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
like the Speaker, growing up a Big Red
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Machine fan, I still remember those
teams with Johnny Bench, Joe Morgan,
Tony Perez, in sixth grade, watching
that series.

I rise to recognize the most recent
achievements of the Boston Red Sox
and commend their victory in the 2007
Major League Baseball World Series. In
the last few years, the Red Sox have
distinguished themselves as one of the
most dominant teams in baseball. Of
course, this was not always the case.

After winning their fifth World Se-
ries in 1918, their regular season suc-
cesses were often met by postseason
disappointment. Those were the old
Red Sox.

In this century, we have the new Red
Sox, the team that entered the 2004
playoffs as a wild card and then pro-
ceeded to mount one of the most mem-
orable comebacks in baseball history
down three games to zero against their
arch rival, the New York Yankees.

They came back to win the American
League Championship Series and ulti-
mately went on to break the Curse of
the Bambino, winning the 2004 World
Series in four straight games against
the St. Louis Cardinals. In 2007, after
winning the American League East Di-
vision, the Red Sox again faced adver-
sity in the American League Cham-
pionship Series down 3-1 to that other
great team in Ohio, the Cleveland Indi-
ans. They persevered, winning three
games in a row to once again represent
the American League in the World Se-
ries.

The Red Sox went on to win this se-
ries again in four games, sweeping the
red-hot Colorado Rockies behind the
leadership of Manager Terry Francona.
The 2007 Red Sox did it all. I congratu-
late them and their team and the en-
tire Red Sox community.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
our time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
my colleague and friend, MICHAEL
CAPUANO, for as much time as he may
consume.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to apologize to you for some of the
pain that this moment may be inflict-
ing. I didn’t expect you to be in the
chair. I just want to express my per-
sonal regrets that you have to suffer
through this as a lifelong Yankee fan.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman doesn’t know the half of it.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
add my voice and congratulations to
the Red Sox on behalf of the entire Red
Sox Nation, which has always been
strong but now growing across the
country. Every road game they played,
they filled up stadiums, and they filled
it up both with supporters of the oppo-
nents, because they came to see good
baseball and with Red Sox fans they
found everywhere across this country.

I will tell you they epitomized, on be-
half of all of us, what is good about
sports and what is good about America.
Baseball is still America’s game; it’s
still America’s pastime. We all love
watching it, but I will tell you, I will
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admit that, as a lifelong Red Sox fan, I
always had my doubts until the last
play of the last game.

I always figured we could find a way
to blow it like we did for 86 years. They
are slowly turning me around, and one
by one, one game at a time, now two in
the last 4 years, maybe I will get over
the initial years of my Red Sox days
always figuring, come late in the sea-
son, the Yankees would sneak up on us
and clobber us from behind.

I will tell you that it is nice to begin
the new century this way, but I also re-
member that we started off the last
century pretty well too, but then we
hit a wall. I don’t expect that will hap-
pen, I expect this will continue on and
on for the Red Sox. As you have prob-
ably noted, the Red Sox didn’t just
keep it all to themselves. They have
now handed it off to the Patriots and
the Boston College Eagles, and hope-
fully the Celtics will be able to gain
the same type of traction that the Red
Sox did.

I end my remarks by simply saying
congratulations to the Red Sox. Thank
you for a wonderful year on behalf of
all of my constituents.

Mr. JORDAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to another friend of Red Sox
Nation, part of Red Sox Nation from
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY).

Mr. COURTNEY. Thank you, Con-
gressman LYNCH, for letting me join in
on today’s resolution.

I come from the southern end of Red
Sox Nation in eastern Connecticut. We
are still closer to Fenway Park than
we are to Yankee Stadium or Shea Sta-
dium, so it’s still safe for me to pub-
licly speak out on this resolution.

As someone from a multigenerational
Red Sox family like Mr. CAPUANO, we
suffered and worried and have terrible
memories, but obviously this is not our
fathers’ Red Sox any more.

0 1245

This is a great team that combined a
lot of new players, Dustin Pedroia,
“Jake” Jacoby Ellsbury, Daisuke
Matzusaka, along with the 2004 vet-
erans of the last World Series, to again
have another great exciting season,
particularly the ALCS where they
came back down 3-1.

As Mr. CAPUANO said, Red Sox Nation
extends far and wide. Last March I was
on board the USS Alerandria, a nuclear
submarine out of Groton, Connecticut,
under the ice in Alaska. I spent a day
driving around with a great crew, pro-
fessional and just so impressive in the
work they do for our Nation. Sat down
for breakfast after sleeping onboard
the ship and was immediately con-
fronted by the sailors who said they
had only one question for me. I figured
it was the war on Iraq, health care.
And the one question was, Yankees or
Red Sox? I was able to reassure them
that I was a Red Sox fan, since they all
were as well.

But one of the sailors indicated to me
that he was coming up for re-enlist-
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ment and his dream was to do it in
Fenway Park in front of the Green
Monster. When I came back to Wash-
ington, we contacted President
Lucchino of the Red Sox, who bent
over backwards for this sailor and his
family, his fiance, and they did, in fact,
stage a re-enlistment ceremony in
front of the Green Monster, wearing
the 2004 ring as he signed the papers,
committing himself again to our Na-
tion. And I just want to read from the
Boston Globe the comment of Petty Of-
ficer Vecchione who said, ‘‘It’s a sacred
place. I had the ring on my finger as if
I was married to the Red Sox for a few
minutes.”’

And I think really what that incident
showed, though, is that we have a man-
agement who sees that it’s a two-way
street in Red Sox Nation. We love our
players, but they love their fans; and
that’s why we have such a great fan
base who are so passionate about this
incredible team that goes back to the
early days of baseball.

And I appreciate again the bipartisan
support and even the support from
some Members who root for other
teams in this resolution and urge its
passage.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, before I
yield additional time, I just want to re-
late anecdotally how the extent of the
Red Sox Nation is expanding.

About a month ago I happened to
visit Afghanistan and Pakistan. And
while in Afghanistan, I traveled with
the 173rd Airborne up in a little place
called Nahre. It’s about 8,000 feet up
into the mountains of Afghanistan.
And while I was there, the helicopter,
it was not pressurized so it only took
us up so far, and then we had to walk
up a little ways to the outpost where
the 173rd was conducting operations on
the Pakistani border, and when we
were approaching the camp, there were
a group of Afghani villagers off to the
righthand side digging a ditch. And
while most of them had the traditional
headdress of the Afghans at that time
on in their project, I did notice one
gentleman, an Afghani, probably about
30 years old. And on close inspection,
there he was, 8,000 feet in the moun-
tains of Afghanistan, an Afghani vil-
lager wearing a Boston Red Sox base-
ball cap. And that is an indication of
how widespread and popular the move-
ment behind the Red Sox has become.

And in closing, I would just like to
thank the Red Sox organization. As a
corporate citizen, its owners, its man-
agers, its players, coaches, there is no
shortage of kindness that they have
shown to every cause. From Curt Schil-
ling’s support of ALS and the efforts
against that disease, David Ortiz and
his efforts to help alleviate the effect
of the hurricanes in the Dominican Re-
public, there’s no shortage of kKindness
and good citizenship that has been ex-
hibited by this organization. We recog-
nize them for their excellence.

Mr. Speaker, at this point, in a mo-
ment of questionable wisdom, I am ac-
tually going to yield to a Mets fan, the
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gentleman from New York (Mr.
WEINER), for 1 minute, because I am
not quite sure what he might say.

Mr. WEINER. Look, I rise without
any compunction to offer some level of
congratulations to the Red Sox. As the
Speaker knows, and you know I'm a
Mets fan, so when we played you in
1986, it wasn’t that big of a problem.
And as bad as our collapse was this
year, we have a great deal of empathy
for the fans of the Boston Red Sox.

And I must admit there are some
genuinely likable players on the Red
Sox. This guy, Kevin Youkilis, whom
you know, Mr. LYNCH, his great grand-
father was named Weiner. So perhaps
way back when, there was some base-
ball talent in the Weiner family, al-
though none has been displayed re-
cently in the congressional baseball
game.

And it’s no doubt about it that
Manny Ramirez from Washington
Heights, the New York connection, and
Mike Lowell, the MVP, it’s hard not to
root for that guy.

But I have to say I'm a little sur-
prised there isn’t language in this reso-
lution in reference to the MVT, the
most valuable traitor. I seem to recall
reading that Rudolph Giuliani, that
vaunted Yankee fan, who for years and
years would put the Yankee pin stripes
on, and even has World Series rings, I
understand, in his collection, stood up
and said that he too was pulling for the
Boston Red Sox.

Now, I think there should be some
kind of a——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s time has expired.

Mr. LYNCH. Thank God. Mr. Speak-
er, I have been remiss, and I would like
to at this time yield to my great friend
and colleague from Rhode Island, Rep-
resentative JAMES LANGEVIN, who is a
die-hard Red Sox fan and a leader of
Red Sox Nation, for whatever time he
may consume.

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding on this historic oc-
casion and for the purpose of a great
celebration and recognizing the great
victory of the Boston Red Sox in this
year’s World Series.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of House Resolution 782, a resolution
that congratulates the Boston Red Sox
on winning the World Series on Octo-
ber 28, 2007. As a life-long Red Sox fan,
I am so pleased to be here with the rest
of the New England delegation to show
our appreciation for the Red Sox play-
ers, coaches, front office, and the rest
of the Red Sox Nation.

The 2007 Red Sox were dominant
from the beginning of the season,
which is not easy when you have 162
regular season games in a year. In the
World Series, the Red Sox faced the
Colorado Rockies, a team that had won
21 of their last 22 games, leading up to
the last showdown. That statistic
didn’t faze the Red Sox at all, though;
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and whether it was in Boston or Den-
ver, the pitchers made their pitches
and the batters showed how hard it was
to get an out in their lineup.

With a sense of inevitability, the Red
Sox swept the Rockies in four games to
win their second World Series in 4
years.

Every player on the team made a
contribution. From veterans like Curt
Schilling to rookies like Jacoby
Ellsbury, Mike Lowell, who helped to
keep the Red Sox on top during the
regular season and rightfully won the
World Series Most Valuable Player.

The 2007 Red Sox not only worked
hard; they enjoyed themselves as well
and kept the fans entertained, which is
easy to do when you love what you do
and you’re good at it.

We watched Jonathan Papelbon
strike out batters, and then we waited
for a celebratory dance at the end of
the game. It’s not often in professional
sports that you see a team full of play-
ers that has such a strong bond.

It’s always a good year when you can
follow your baseball team all the way
from the beginning of April to the end
of October. It’s an even better year
when they can take the World Series
trophy on a parade through Boston.

The 2007 Red Sox played this year
with confidence and class and showed
us the true definition of team. I look
forward to 2008 and adding on to two
World Series trophies that we’ve al-
ready won this century.

Again, my congratulations to a great
team. Congratulations Boston Red Sox
and Red Sox Nation.

I thank my colleague from Massachu-
setts for yielding, along with his great
comments.

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, seeing no
further speakers on this matter, I yield
back the balance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LYNCH) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 782.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

PURPLE HEART FAMILY EQUITY
ACT OF 2007

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 1119) to amend
title 36, United States Code, to revise
the congressional charter of the Mili-
tary Order of the Purple Heart of the
United States of America, Incor-
porated, to authorize associate mem-
bership in the corporation for the
spouse of a recipient of the Purple
Heart medal, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1119

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Purple Heart
Family Equity Act of 2007"".
SEC. 2. ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP IN THE MILI-
TARY ORDER OF THE PURPLE HEART
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA, INCORPORATED.

Section 140503(b) of title 36, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘“‘parents and lin-
eal descendants’” and inserting ‘‘the parents,
spouse, siblings, and lineal descendants’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. ZOE LOFGREN) and the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

H.R. 1119, the Purple Heart Family
Equity Act of 2007, provides an excel-
lent opportunity for us to recognize
and honor the brave women as well as
brave men who served our Nation in
the armed services.

As many of you know, the Purple
Heart is awarded to Armed Forces
members who are wounded by an in-
strument of war in the hands of the
enemy, and posthumously to the next
of kin for those who are Kkilled in ac-
tion or who die of wounds received in
action. It is specifically a combat deco-
ration first conceived in 1782 by Gen-
eral George Washington.

Seventy-five years ago, an organiza-
tion now known as the Military Order
of the Purple Heart was formed for the
purposes of protecting the mutual in-
terests of all those who have received
the decoration. Composed exclusively
of Purple Heart recipients, it is the
only veterans service organization
comprised strictly of combat veterans.

When the order was federally char-
tered in 1958, however, very few women
had received the Purple Heart. And to
this day, women recipients of the Pur-
ple Heart do not have the same benefits
as their male counterparts.

Under the current law, male mem-
bers can invite their wives to join the
Ladies Auxiliary of the Purple Heart,
but there is no place in the order for
husbands of Purple Heart recipients.
The order has identified at least 97 fe-
male purple heart recipients who have
joined and who are not enjoying the
full benefits of membership that they
deserve.

H.R. 1119 seeks to fully honor the
women of the Armed Forces who have
been awarded the Purple Heart defend-
ing our Nation. Specifically, the bill
amends the order’s Federal charter to
allow members to invite their spouses
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to join as associate members, both for
male and female recipients of the Pur-
ple Heart. With this minor revision to
the Federal charter, the husbands of fe-
male members could join the organiza-
tion.

This bill also allows members to in-
vite their siblings to join as associate
members so that they too can take
part in the full honor of their brothers
and sisters who fought so bravely for
our country and received a Purple
Heart. It is only right that we allow
the members to include their siblings
in this honor.

This bipartisan legislation is en-
dorsed by the Military Order of the
Purple Heart. It recognizes the impor-
tant role women have played in defend-
ing our Nation in times of war.

O 1300

We owe this long overdue recognition
to these women and their families. I
urge my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. I thank the gentlewoman for her
presentation of H.R. 1119.

The Military Order of the Purple
Heart of the United States of America
was founded in 1932. And as the gentle-
woman stated, it goes back to George
Washington. It’s rich in our heritage,
and it’s precious in our reference to
those who have bled for this Nation
and for the freedom of the people here
in the United States of America. It was
recognized by the Veterans Adminis-
tration and represents ‘‘veterans in the
presentation of claims before the . . .
administration,” this is the Military
Order of the Purple Heart, and also ‘‘its
service officers are active in veterans
hospitals.”” The organization was feder-
ally chartered in 1958.

Active members of the Military
Order of the Purple Heart must be per-
sons of good moral character who have
received the Purple Heart for wounds
received as a member of the TU.S.
Armed Forces or for those of any coun-
try during military combat against an
armed enemy of the United States.

The Military Order of the Purple
Heart is a sterling organization that
provides services to those brave Ameri-
cans who were wounded defending our
country. The order also seeks to pro-
mote ‘‘patriotic allegiance to the
United States, fidelity to the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, and
the security of civil liberty and the
permanence of free institutions.” And
that’s all out of their mission. Its goals
are ‘‘educational, fraternal, historical,
and patriotic, perpetuating the prin-
ciples of liberty and justice which have
created the United States.” In short,
Mr. Speaker, the Military Order of the
Purple Heart upholds many of the pil-
lars of American exceptionalism.

Parents or lineal descendants of per-
sons eligible to be active members can
be associate members of the order. The
order has requested that its charter be
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amended so that siblings and spouses of
members can also become associate
members.

I am pleased that H.R. 1119, the Pur-
ple Heart Family Equity Act of 2007, as
amended by the Judiciary Committee,
provides that spouses and siblings of
persons eligible to be active members
of the Military Order of the Purple
Heart can become associate members.

If I just look at the bill for the sake
of clarity, Mr. Speaker, the current law
is parents and lineal descendants. This
strikes parents and lineal descendants
and vreplaces it with the parents,
spouse, and lineal descendants. This is
something that has been agreed to and
promoted by the members of the Mili-
tary Order of the Purple Heart, by Re-
publicans and Democrats in the Judici-
ary Committee. I do not recall opposi-
tion to this. I believe one could say
that it is clearly without opposition,
perhaps unanimous on the Judiciary
Committee.

I urge adoption of H.R. 1119.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to yield 4 min-
utes to the author of the bill, my col-
league from California, Congress-
woman DAVIS.

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to thank my colleague from
California as well.

Mr. Speaker, I was honored for the
opportunity to introduce the Purple
Heart Equity Act along with Rep-
resentative VIRGINIA FoOXX, Minority
Whip Roy BLUNT, Chairman JOHN MUR-
THA, and a number of other bipartisan
sponsors. We came together, and this is
a unanimous bill because honoring the
women who have won the Purple Heart
is something that we can all stand be-
hind.

As commander of the Continental
Army, as has been mentioned, George
Washington wanted to recognize sol-
diers whose sacrifices and distinction
forwarded the cause of independence.
As a result, he created the Military
Merit. He also designed the award,
shaped it like a heart in the color pur-
ple. And after the Revolutionary War,
this award was actually abandoned.
But in honor of the bicentennial of
Washington’s birth, President Herbert
Hoover revived the award in 1932, and
it maintained its original design and
became more known today, of course,
as the Purple Heart.

In that same year the Military Order
of the Purple Heart formed with the
mission of fostering a positive environ-
ment among wounded veterans as well
as providing services to all veterans
and their families. But when the orga-
nization was federally chartered in
1958, few women actually had won the
Purple Heart. So, under the current
law, male members today can invite
their wives to join the Ladies Auxiliary
of the Purple Heart, but there is no
place in this organization for the hus-
bands of female members.

So that’s why H.R. 1119 is important
today, because it adds the word
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‘“‘spouses’ to the Federal Charter of the
Military Order of the Purple Heart.
And with this small update, the hus-
bands of female members will have the
option of joining the organization just
as the wives do.

Just a little bit more history, Mr.
Speaker. The first woman to be award-
ed the Purple Heart was Lieutenant
Annie G. Fox after she was killed in
the attack on Pearl Harbor. Since
then, the Military Order of the Purple
Heart has identified at least 97 female
Purple Heart recipients who have
joined the organization.

It has been 66 years since Lieutenant
Fox earned the award, and now it is
time, certainly time, that we act to
fully honor the courageous women who
are bestowed with the Purple Heart.
H.R. 1119 honors and recognizes these
brave women and future recipients of
the Purple Heart. This is the least, cer-
tainly, we can do for the women who
sacrifice for our country.

And, finally, H.R. 1119 will allow the
siblings of all who belong to the orga-
nization to join as associate members.

By passing this legislation today, we
certainly honor every family whose son
or daughter or sister or brother has
won the distinguished Purple Heart.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I urge support for this bipar-
tisan bill.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ZOE LOFGREN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1119, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘“A bill to amend title 36,
United States Code, to revise the con-
gressional charter of the Military
Order of the Purple Heart of the United
States of America, Incorporated, to au-
thorize associate membership in the
corporation for the spouse and siblings
of a recipient of the Purple Heart
medal.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

KENDELL FREDERICK
CITIZENSHIP ASSISTANCE ACT

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 2884) to assist
members of the Armed Forces in ob-
taining United States citizenship, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2884

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Kendell Fred-

erick Citizenship Assistance Act’.
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SEC. 2. FINGERPRINTS FOR MEMBERS OF ARMED
FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other
provision of law, including section 552a of title
5, United States Code (commonly referred to as
the ‘“‘Privacy Act of 1974’), the Secretary of
Homeland Security shall use the fingerprints
provided by an individual at the time the indi-
vidual enlisted in the Armed Forces to satisfy
any requirement for fingerprints that is part of
an application for naturalization if—

(1) the individual may be naturalized pursu-
ant to section 328 or 329 of the Immigration and
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1439-1440);

(2) the individual was fingerprinted in accord-
ance with the requirements of the Department of
Defense at the time the individual enlisted in
the Armed Forces;

(3) the individual submits an application for
naturalization mot later than 24 months after
the date on which the individual enlisted in the
Armed Forces; and

(4) the Secretary of Homeland Security deter-
mines that the fingerprints are sufficient to ad-
judicate the applicant’s naturalization applica-
tion.

(b) MoOST TIMELY AND EFFECTIVE ADJUDICA-
TION.—Nothing in this section shall preclude an
individual described in subsection (a) from sub-
mitting mew fingerprints to the Secretary of
Homeland Security. If the Secretary of Home-
land Security determines that submitting new
fingerprints would result in more timely and ef-
fective adjudication of the individual’s natu-
ralization application, the Secretary shall in-
form the individual that submitting new finger-
prints would result in more timely and effective
adjudication of the individual’s naturalization
application, along with a description of how to
submit new fingerprints.

(c) COOPERATION.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall determine the format of
fingerprints acceptable for usage under sub-
section (a). The Secretary of Defense, or any
other official having custody of the fingerprints
referred to in subsection (a), shall make such
prints available to the Secretary of Homeland
Security for the purpose described in subsection
(a) without charge and shall otherwise cooper-
ate with the Secretary of Homeland Security in
fulfilling the Secretary’s satisfaction of the re-
quirement under subsection (a).

SEC. 3. PROVISION OF INFORMATION ON MILI-
TARY NATURALIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after
the effective date of any modification to a regu-
lation related to naturalization under section
328 or 329 of the Immigration and Nationality
Act (8 U.S.C. 1439-1440), the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall update as necessary the ap-
propriate Internet site or sites maintained by the
Secretary to reflect such modification.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of the
Congress that the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity should update as necessary the appropriate
application form or forms promulgated by the
Secretary not later than 180 days after an effec-
tive date described in subsection (a).

SEC. 4. REPORTS.

(a) ADJUDICATION PROCESS.—Not later than
120 days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the entire process
for the adjudication of an application for natu-
ralization filed pursuant to section 328 or 329 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1439-1440), including the process that begins at
the time the application is mailed to, or received
by, the Secretary of Homeland Security, regard-
less of whether the Secretary determines that
such application is complete, through the final
disposition of such application. Such report
shall include a description of—

(1) the methods of the Secretary of Homeland
Security and the Secretary of Defense to pre-
pare, handle, and adjudicate such applications;
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(2) the effectiveness of the chain of authority,
supervision, and training of employees of the
Federal Government or of other entities, includ-
ing contract employees, who have any role in
such process or adjudication; and

(3) the ability of the Secretary of Homeland
Security and the Secretary of Defense to use
technology to facilitate or accomplish any as-
pect of such process or adjudication.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) Stupy.—The Comptroller General of the
United States shall conduct a study on the im-
plementation of this Act by the Secretary of
Homeland Security and the Secretary of De-
fense, including studying any technology that
may be used to improve the efficiency of the
naturalization process for members of the Armed
Forces.

(2) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date that the Comptroller General submits the
report required by subsection (a), the Comp-
troller General shall submit to the appropriate
congressional committees a report on the study
required by paragraph (1). The report shall in-
clude any recommendations of the Comptroller
General for improving the implementation of
this Act by the Secretary of Homeland Security
or the Secretary of Defense.

(c) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and the
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. ZOE LOFGREN) and the
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

H.R. 2884, the Kendell Frederick Citi-
zenship Assistance Act, pays tribute to
the memory of 2l-year-old Army Re-
serve Specialist Kendell K. Frederick,
who was Kkilled in Iraq while attempt-
ing to become an American citizen.

Specialist Frederick was born in
Trinidad and immigrated to the United
States when he was 15 to join his moth-
er, stepfather, and two sisters. He at-
tended Randallstown Senior High in
Baltimore County, Maryland, where he
joined the school’s ROTC program.
Specialist Frederick enlisted in the
Army Reserve in his senior year and
was deployed to Iraq in December of
2004. As he was serving our country,
Specialist Frederick sought to apply
for U.S. citizenship; yet one bureau-
cratic hurdle after another delayed his
application.

First, the U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Service failed to route his ap-
plication to the unit that processed
naturalization applications for mem-
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bers of the military. That agency then
rejected his application for failure to
pay an application filing fee, despite
the fact that active military personnel
applying for U.S. citizenship do not
need to pay a filing fee.

Thereafter, this agency directed Spe-
cialist Frederick to get his fingerprints
taken in Maryland, despite the obvious
fact that he was deployed in Iraq at the
time. Also, he had recently had his fin-
gerprints taken and undergone a back-
ground check when he enlisted in the
Army Reserve. When his mother called
the agency’s ‘‘help line,” she was told
that there was nothing that could be
done.

After trying for more than a year to
become a U.S. citizen and having his
application rejected and delayed as a
result of various bureaucratic failings,
Specialist Frederick was forced to
travel on a convoy to a base where he
could get his fingerprints taken for his
naturalization application. Tragically,
he was killed en route by a roadside
bomb. Specialist Frederick was post-
humously granted U.S. citizenship a
week after his death.

H.R. 2884 would remove unnecessary
procedural hurdles like the one Spe-
cialist Frederick faced for naturaliza-
tion applicants who are serving or who
have recently served in the military. It
would require the Department of
Homeland Security to use the finger-
prints provided by military naturaliza-
tion applicants at the time of their en-
listment in the Armed Forces if the ap-
plicants were fingerprinted in accord-
ance with DOD requirements, if the
naturalization applications are filed
within 24 months of enlistment, and if
the fingerprints are deemed sufficient
by the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for naturalization purposes.

The bill would require DHS to inform
a member of the armed services apply-
ing for naturalization when submitting
new fingerprints would result in a more
timely and effective adjudication of
the naturalization application along
with the description of how to submit
the new fingerprints.

It would also ensure that the DOD
complies with the requirements of this
bill so that fingerprints they hold are
sent to DHS. It would clarify the time
frame in which DHS is required to pub-
licize changes in regulations and forms
regarding the naturalization of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces. And, finally,
it would promote accountability by re-
quiring the GAO to report on the natu-
ralization process for Armed Forces
members.

Approximately 35,000 lawful perma-
nent residents are currently serving in
our Armed Forces. More than 13,000
noncitizen members of the military
have applied for U.S. citizenship since
2002.

This is an excellent bill that will help
ensure that from now on, American
soldiers do not face the kinds of unnec-
essary and unreasonable hurdles to
American citizenship that cost Spe-
cialist Frederick his life.
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I urge my colleagues to support the
bill and would note that this was
passed unanimously out of the House
Judiciary Committee. I urge my col-
leagues, again, to support the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, Specialist Kendell Fred-
erick was a 21-year-old U.S. Army sol-
dier serving in Iraq. He dreamed of be-
coming an American citizen. He was
born in Trinidad and came to this
country when he was 15 years old. Spe-
cialist Frederick joined ROTC while in
high school, and he joined the Army
after he graduated.

I want to make the point about how
important ROTC is in the recruitment
of our military personnel and having
that available at the high school and
also at the college level. And I reflect,
as mention was made in the previous
debate about the Purple Heart and
George Washington, the historians that
I talk to point out to me that George
Washington most likely received his
commission to command the Conti-
nental Army outside the gates of Har-
vard near the commons. And it’s inter-
esting also that the ROTC recruiters
aren’t allowed on that campus. But
they were allowed on the campus that
recruited Specialist Kendell Frederick.

On October 19, 2005, very sadly,
Kendell Frederick was killed by a road-
side bomb while traveling in a convoy
to a base. He was granted U.S. citizen-
ship posthumously, but he never knew
that he was an American citizen. Trag-
ically, the very reason that he was in
the convoy that day was to get
fingerprinted in order to achieve his
dream of citizenship.

He had been trying to become an
American citizen for over a year, hav-
ing started the process while he was in
training. His mother and his sergeant
in Iraq tried to help him, but they
didn’t know the rules. His efforts to be-
come a citizen were thwarted by bu-
reaucratic misinformation and other
obstacles.

Although he was fighting for our
country in Iraq, he was told that he
had to have his fingerprints retaken in
Maryland. When his mother called 1-
800-IMMIGRATION, a USCIS, that is,
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices, hotline for immigration assist-
ance and tried to explain that he was
fighting in the war and could not come
home to Baltimore to be fingerprinted,
she was told that there was nothing
that they could do. Not a very good an-
swer from a government that has peo-
ple who put their lives on the line for
our freedom.

This is wrong, Mr. Speaker. And it is
intolerable that our soldiers are unable
to get correct information, particu-
larly with regard to the citizenship
that they fight to defend. They should
be given every possible assistance in
applying for citizenship.

H.R. 2884 provides that a soldier who
submits a naturalization application
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within 24 months of enlistment can
have that application process using the
fingerprints that were taken at the
time of enlistment. This is a very sim-
ple, very commonsense solution, and
it’s too bad that Congress has to take
action on this to get this kind of a
thing done, but it is dealt with the
kind of compassion for patriotism that
I think reflects the Members of this
Congress, both sides of the aisle, and
the people of this country.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support
H.R. 2884 to honor Specialist Frederick
and all of our permanent resident
servicemembers who seek citizenship.
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I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I would like to recognize the
author of this bill, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS), for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CUMMINGS. To Chairwoman
LOFGREN, I want to thank you for your
leadership. And certainly to Chairman
CONYERS and the ranking member and
ranking member of the subcommittee,
I want to thank all of you for getting
this bill to the floor. Finally, I want to
thank the professional staff on the Ju-
diciary Subcommittee on Immigration
for working so diligently with my staff
to bring this legislation again to the
floor of the House.

Mr. Speaker, the Kendell Frederick
Citizenship Assistance Act truly is a
step towards correcting and honoring
our non-citizen servicemembers, many
of whom continue to serve in Iraq and
Afghanistan. It is appropriate, there-
fore, that we consider this legislation
as we approach Veterans Day, honoring
all who have risked their lives to pro-
tect our own.

I introduced the Kendell Frederick
Citizenship Assistance Act to ensure
that those who are willing to fight re-
lentlessly on the battlefield to protect
our great Nation do not have to also
battle through a drawn-out citizenship
process. Specifically, H.R. 2884 will as-
sist our noncitizen servicemen and
-women on the road to citizenship by
making the following needed adjust-
ments:

Requiring the United States Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to use the
fingerprints taken by the Defense De-
partment at induction for citizen appli-
cations;

Requiring noncitizen military
servicemembers to submit their citi-
zenship applications within 24 hours of
enlistment;

Requiring the Department of Defense
and DHS to determine a single accept-
able format for fingerprint submission;

Requiring DHS to update appropriate
application forms for naturalization,
the instruction and guidebook for ob-
taining naturalization, and the DHS
Web site when naturalization proce-
dures pertaining to members of the
Armed Forces are changed; and
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Ensuring efficiency and account-
ability to Congress by requiring the
Government Accountability Office to
report on DHS’s training of personnel,
methods and effectiveness in adjudi-
cating applications by members of the
Armed Forces.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation honors
the memory of a young man from my
district, 21-year-old Army Reserve Spe-
cialist Kendell K. Frederick. He was a
resident of Baltimore County and a na-
tive of Trinidad who was stationed in
Iraq and died while trying to journey
to another post in order to meet the
citizenship application fingerprinting
requirement. In other words, if he
didn’t have to go through the changes
that he went through, he probably
would still be with us today. And one
of the interesting things that was men-
tioned a little bit earlier, he was part
of the ROTC process, but he was also a
young man, when he entered the mili-
tary, he entered and made agreement
to serve in the military for 8 years. I
mean, even knowing that there was a
war going on, he bravely said, I want to
serve my country. And he claimed this
as his country and still went out there
and fought, but he wasn’t even a cit-
izen yet of our country.

Namely, after trying for more than a
yvear to become a citizen and having his
application delayed at least five times
due to miscommunication and misin-
formation in processing his finger-
prints, keep in mind the reason why he
was killed was he was on his way try-
ing to get his fingerprints done over
there in Iraq, Specialist Frederick had
no choice but to travel with a convoy
to a base to resolve this issue. Unfortu-
nately, he was killed on the way by a
roadside bomb, never realizing his
dream of becoming an American cit-
izen. And the interesting thing is that
he was in the last vehicle of the con-
voy.

Mr. Speaker, Specialist Frederick
embraced a Nation that had failed to
fully embrace him by honoring him
with citizenship during his lifetime.
And it’s interesting I think that it was
a day or so after he died, then they
gave him citizenship. That is why I
urge my colleagues to vote in favor of
H.R. 2884 to make certain that no other
soldier who wants to be a citizen will
have to jump through unnecessary bu-
reaucratic hoops. These outstanding
noncitizen soldiers such as Specialist
Frederick have made the choice to give
voluntarily to our Nation by fighting
the terrorist groups that threaten us,
putting their lives on the line, sacri-
ficing their blood, their sweat, their
tears, and their lives.

I urge my colleagues to please vote in
favor of this legislation. I know his
mother is watching, and I know that
she will be very moved. This is some-
thing that has been a long journey for
her. And with that, I thank the
gentlelady for your courtesy.

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume just for a brief conclusion for
this.
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I want to thank my colleagues for
their work on this. I thank the gen-
tleman for coming to the floor to speak
up and speak on behalf of Kendell Fred-
erick and the memory and the legacy
that he leaves here for us in this coun-
try; one of many who stepped forward
to defend this country; one of, trag-
ically, too many who lost their lives.
And his life has contributed in a num-
ber of ways, one of them being the free-
dom that he helped to protect and the
safety and security of the American
people, and another, always this legacy
of this bureaucratic snafu that will, I
pray, forever be straightened out by
this bill, the Kendell Frederick bill.

So I urge adoption of this bill, and I
thank my colleagues.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, I would just close by noting
that the mishandling of this applica-
tion is just infuriating to read through
what happened and to have lost this
young man who volunteered for our
service in such a way is so distressful.
But I think we can take a stand by sup-
porting this bill named in Kendell
Frederick’s honor to make sure this
does not happen to another serviceman
or servicewoman and also that his fam-
ily can know that in addition to serv-
ing in Iraq, he served as a model for a
change in the law and that they may
take some comfort with that.

So I urge passage of the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
ZOE LOFGREN) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2884, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SMALL BUSINESS PROGRAMS ACT
OF 2007

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3866) to reauthorize certain
programs under the Small Business Act
for each of fiscal years 2008 and 2009, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3866

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Small Business Programs Act of 2007’

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

Sec. 2. Reauthorization of small business
programs.

Sec. 3. BusinessLINC grants
tion.

reauthoriza-
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Sec. 4. Small Business Development Center
Program reauthorization.
Women’s Business Center Program
reauthorization.

HUBZone reauthorization.

Office of Veterans Business Develop-
ment reauthorization.

Advisory Committee on Veterans
Business Affairs extension.
National Women’s Business Council

reauthorization.
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF SMALL BUSINESS
PROGRAMS.

Section 20 of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 631 note) is amended—

(1) by striking subsections (b), (d), and (j);

(2) by redesignating subsections (c¢) and (e)
as (b) and (c¢), respectively;

(3) in subsection (b) (as so redesignated;
disaster mitigation pilot program) by strik-
ing ‘20057 and ‘2006’ and inserting ‘2008’
and ‘2009, respectively; and

(4) by inserting after subsection (c) (as so
redesignated) the following:

“(d) FISCAL YEAR 2008.—

‘(1) PROGRAM LEVELS.—The following pro-
gram levels are authorized for fiscal year
2008:

‘“(A) For the programs authorized by this
Act, the Administration is authorized to
make—

‘(i) $80,000,000 in technical assistance
grants, as provided in section 7(m); and

¢‘(ii) $110,000,000 in direct loans, as provided
in 7T(m).

‘“(B) For the programs authorized by this
Act, the Administration is authorized to
make $29,300,000,000 in deferred participation
loans and other financings. Of such sum, the
Administration is authorized to make—

‘(i)  $20,000,000,000 in general business
loans, as provided in section 7(a);

‘“(ii) $8,500,000,000 in certified development
company financings, as provided in section
7(a)(13) and as provided in section 504 of the
Small Business Investment Act of 1958;

‘‘(iii) $750,000,000 in loans, as provided in
section 7(a)(21); and

““(iv) $50,000,000 in loans, as provided in sec-
tion 7(m).

‘(C) For the programs authorized by title
IIT of the Small Business Investment Act of
1958, the Administration is authorized to
make $4,000,000,000 in guarantees of deben-
tures.

‘(D) For the programs authorized by part
B of title IV of the Small Business Invest-
ment Act of 1958, the Administration is au-
thorized to enter into guarantees not to ex-
ceed $6,000,000,000, of which not more than 50
percent may be in bonds approved pursuant
to section 411(a)(3) of that Act.

‘““(E) The Administration is authorized to
make grants or enter into cooperative agree-
ments for a total amount of $7,000,000 for the
Service Corps of Retired Executives program
authorized by section 8(b)(1).

*“(2) ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZATION.—There are
authorized to be appropriated to the Admin-
istration for fiscal year 2008 $20,000,000 to
carry out the PRIME program.

“‘(e) FISCAL YEAR 2009.—

‘(1) PROGRAM LEVELS.—The following pro-
gram levels are authorized for fiscal year
2009:

‘“(A) For the programs authorized by this
Act, the Administration is authorized to
make—

‘(i) $90,000,000 in technical assistance
grants, as provided in section 7(m); and

‘(ii) $120,000,000 in direct loans, as provided
in 7T(m).

‘“(B) For the programs authorized by this
Act, the Administration is authorized to
make $29,800,000,000 in deferred participation
loans and other financings. Of such sum, the
Administration is authorized to make—

Sec. 5.

Sec. 6.
Sec. T.

Sec. 8.

Sec. 9.
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‘“(i)  $20,000,000,000 in general business
loans, as provided in section 7(a);

‘“(i1) $9,000,000,000 in certified development
company financings, as provided in section
7(a)(13) and as provided in section 504 of the
Small Business Investment Act of 1958;

‘“(iii) $750,000,000 in loans, as provided in
section 7(a)(21); and

‘“(iv) $50,000,000 in loans, as provided in sec-
tion 7(m).

‘“(C) For the programs authorized by title
III of the Small Business Investment Act of
1958, the Administration is authorized to
make $4,000,000,000 in guarantees of deben-
tures.

‘(D) For the programs authorized by part
B of title IV of the Small Business Invest-
ment Act of 1958, the Administration is au-
thorized to enter into guarantees not to ex-
ceed $6,000,000,000, of which not more than 50
percent may be in bonds approved pursuant
to section 411(a)(3) of that Act.

‘(E) The Administration is authorized to
make grants or enter into cooperative agree-
ments for a total amount of $7,000,000 for the
Service Corps of Retired Executives program
authorized by section 8(b)(1).

‘“(2) ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZATION.—There are
authorized to be appropriated to the Admin-
istration for fiscal year 2009 $20,000,000 to
carry out the PRIME program.”’.

SEC. 3. BUSINESSLINC GRANTS REAUTHORIZA-
TION.

Section 8(n) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 637(n)) is amended—

(1) by striking °‘$6,600,000’ and inserting
‘$7,000,000”’; and

(2) by striking ‘2001 through 2006’ and in-
serting ‘2008 and 2009°.

SEC. 4. SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER
PROGRAM REAUTHORIZATION.

Section 21(a)(4)(C)(vii) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 648(a)(4)(C)(vii)) is amend-
ed by striking subclauses (I) and (II) and in-
serting the following:

““(I) $140,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; and

‘(IT) $145,000,000 for fiscal year 2009.”".

SEC. 5. WOMEN’S BUSINESS CENTER PROGRAM
REAUTHORIZATION.

Section 29(k) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 656(k)) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to
be appropriated to carry out this section—

““(A) $17,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; and

“(B) $17,500,000 for fiscal year 2009.”"; and

(2) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking clauses
(i) through (iv) and inserting the following:

‘(1) For fiscal year 2008, 1.5 percent.

““(ii) For fiscal year 2009, 1.5 percent.’’.

SEC. 6. HUBZONE REAUTHORIZATION.

Section 31(d) of the Small Business Act (156
U.S.C. 657a) is amended—

(1) by striking $10,000,000’ and inserting
¢‘$20,000,000"’; and

(2) by striking ‘2004 through 2006’ and in-
serting ‘2008 and 2009”°.

SEC. 7. OFFICE OF VETERANS BUSINESS DEVEL-
OPMENT REAUTHORIZATION.

Section 32(c) of the Small Business Act (15
U.S.C. 6567b(c)) is amended by striking para-
graphs (1) and (2) and inserting the following:

(1) $3,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; and

““(2) $4,000,000 for fiscal year 2009.”".

SEC. 8. ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON VETERANS
BUSINESS AFFAIRS EXTENSION.

(a) EXTENSION OF TERMINATION DATE.—Sec-
tion 203(h) of the Veterans Entrepreneurship
and Small Business Development Act of 1999
(Public Law 106-50; 15 U.S.C. 657b note) is
amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 2006’
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2009”°.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 33(h)
of the Small Business Act (156 U.S.C. 657c(h))
is amended by striking ‘‘October 1, 2006”’ and
inserting ‘‘October 1, 2009°.
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SEC. 9. NATIONAL WOMEN’S BUSINESS COUNCIL
REAUTHORIZATION.

Section 410(a) of the Women’s Business
Ownership Act of 1988 (Public Law 100-533; 15
U.S.C. 7110(a)) is amended by striking ‘2001
through 2003’ and inserting ‘2008 and 2009’°.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Ms. VELAZQUEZ) and the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, our economy is con-
stantly evolving and changing. For this
Nation’s 27 million small firms to be
successful, our economic policies must
be adjusted accordingly.

While we have made great strides in
this Congress to make sure the needs of
small business owners are met, H.R.
3866 is the final step in reauthorizing
small business assistance programs, en-
suring the success and growth of small
firms.

Today, entrepreneurs are faced with
many challenges. They must compete
in a global marketplace, deal with ris-
ing energy and health care costs, and
find ways to access affordable capital.
To alleviate many of these burdens, we
have passed initiatives in this Congress
that provide the overall tools for entre-
preneurial success. We have passed leg-
islation that lowers the cost of loans
and gives minorities greater access to
SBA programs.

Through H.R. 3567, SBA’s investment
programs were improved and a new
source of equity capital was open to en-
trepreneurs through angel investment.
Also, small business contracting pro-
grams has been modernized, account-
ability has been increased, and fraud
has been reduced. This makes sure
small firms have fair access to the Fed-
eral marketplace and allows them to
continue growing their companies and
creating jobs.

In the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina, entrepreneurs were faced with
delays in disaster loans, overwhelming
amounts of paperwork, and a lengthy
application process leaving them frus-
trated and discouraged. The RECOVER
Act ensures that the SBA is prepared,
has a large, well-trained disaster re-
sponse workforce, and that delays and
poor service encountered by victims of
hurricanes do not happen again.

While critical, these initiatives are
just the first step. The Small Business
Programs Act of 2007 provides the vehi-
cle for SBA’s small business assistance
programs to run and meet the needs of
entrepreneurs in our changing econ-
omy. Most importantly, it gives the
SBA the necessary resources to con-
tinue helping small businesses start
and expand.

H.R. 3866 extends SBA’s small busi-
ness assistance programs for the next 2
years. Also, this bill provides the nec-
essary authority for the SBA to carry
out its lending and venture capital pro-
grams, ensuring SBA’s initiatives are
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the premier lending tools for entre-
preneurs.

The SBA and its programs are vital
to assisting small businesses across
this country. Along with the Small
Business Development Centers, Women
Business Centers, and SCORE, the SBA
has worked to meet the rising demand
for services at a time when their budg-
et continues to decrease.

These programs have a proven track
record of success, but they require suf-
ficient resources to be able to evolve
and modernize. Clearly, in order for
small firms to adapt to changing eco-
nomic conditions, small business as-
sistance programs must be adjusted.
There is no larger job creator or great-
er impact on local communities in this
country than small firms.

H.R. 3866 arms small business assist-
ance programs with the tools that
allow entrepreneurs to continue spur-
ring economic growth.

I strongly urge my colleagues to vote
for the Small Business Programs Act of
2007.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of the request to suspend the rules and
pass H.R. 3866, the SBA Programs Act
of 2007.

I would like to thank Chairwoman
VELAZQUEZ for working in a coopera-
tive and bipartisan manner to bring
this bill to the House floor today.

The bill we are considering today is a
highly technical bill, but one of the
Small Business Committee’s legislative
obligations.

The financing programs in the Small
Business Act and the Small Business
Investment Act of 1958 rely on lending
by the private sector. Lenders are pro-
tected by guarantees issued by the
SBA, promising repayment if the small
business borrower fails. Congress must
impose limits on the authority of the
SBA to issue such guarantees. H.R. 3866
establishes limits that will enable the
program to operate even if there is un-
expected demand.

Given the current credit crunch, it is
certainly possible that the SBA will
have a spike in demand. The limits
adopted in this bill will ensure that,
unlike in some prior years, the pro-
gram will not be the subject of oper-
ational restrictions.

I want to point out that supporting
these limits will have no budgetary im-
pact. The SBA’s guaranteed loan, cer-
tified development company, and de-
benture small business investment
company programs also operate at zero
subsidy. That means the programs re-
quire no appropriation, and losses are
covered by fees charged to lenders and
borrowers. Maintaining this zero sub-
sidy still enables Congress to provide
for significant expansion of the author-
ization in order to meet demand, while
protecting taxpayers.

The microloan programs, which helps
entrepreneurs in many low-income
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areas and is a valuable job creation
tool for a modest investment by the
government, also receives an increase
in lending authority.

0 1330

Given the value of the program, I be-
lieve that the modest increase more
than pays for itself in providing jobs
and developing the entrepreneurial cul-
ture that continues to maintain the
economic viability of this Nation.

In addition, the committee must pro-
vide authorization levels for the Small
Business Development Center program.
The allocation of funds to various cen-
ters is based in part on a comparison of
funds appropriated to funds authorized.
Without an authorization level, the
funding formula cannot work. It also is
important to point out that the au-
thorization level for the SBDCs is in-
creased by around 3% percent. This in-
crease takes into account inflation and
the administration’s request that the
centers provide even more counseling.
The other major entrepreneurial out-
reach program of the SBA, the Wom-
en’s Business Center program, receives
an increase of around 17 percent. Now,
while this may at first seem like a lot,
the authorization in this bill rep-
resents the first time in nearly 8 years
that the Women’s Business Center au-
thorization levels have been set thus
representing an adjustment in align
with inflation.

Similarly, the PRIME program,
which provides additional technical as-
sistance to microloan borrowers, has
not received an authorization level
since 1999. The authorization of $20 mil-
lion in this bill represents an increase
of $625,000 per year, or just enough,
again, to keep up with inflation. I want
to point out that the SBA requested a
budget increase to cover inflation in-
cluding the rapid rise in the cost of en-
ergy. It is only fair to authorize a simi-
lar modest increase for SBA’s entrepre-
neurial outreach in education pro-
grams.

Other authorizations in this bill also
represent either level funding, such as
the SCORE program and the drug-free
workplace program or represent very
modest increases from prior authoriza-
tion levels such as the $400,000 increase
in funding for BusinessLINC, a valu-
able program that helps small busi-
nesses find contracts to supply large
businesses with goods and services.

Two programs received significant
boosts in authorization levels, the Of-
fice of Veterans Affairs and the
HUBZone programs. In time of war, it
is important that we provide assistance
to our veterans. That includes ensuring
that they have the tools necessary to
integrate into civilian life through en-
trepreneurship. On a percentage basis,
the authorization increase for the pro-
gram is significant, but the dollar
value is a modest $2 million. Given the
sacrifices our veterans have made, this
represents only a modest down pay-
ment on the debt we owe to them, our
veterans.
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As for the HUBZone program, the in-
crease arises from the efforts of the
committee to ensure that only firms
eligible for participation in the pro-
gram receive Federal Government con-
tracts. This requires additional onsite
verification and thus represents the
committee’s view to the appropriators
to significantly increase funding in
that area.

Again, I would like to thank Chair-
woman VELAZQUEZ. Although there are
significant philosophical differences
between Members, I think the past
year has demonstrated what can hap-
pen when this body tries to work
through those differences without acri-
mony or questioning of the motives of
the other side. Much can be accom-
plished for the American public, and
that is what the people elected us to
do. So I want to, again, commend the
chairwoman for her willingness to
work in a bipartisan manner not only
in this bill but many bills that we have
dealt with in the past.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time. .

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further speakers, and I am pre-
pared to close if the gentleman is pre-
pared to close.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close. I have no other speak-
ers.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back my time.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, there is no question
that today’s economic environment is
increasingly difficult for small firms to
thrive in. We have seen record highs in
gas prices, unmanageable health care
costs and barriers in the way of access-
ing affordable capital. Now, more than
ever, small businesses need assistance
programs they can rely on that are
well-equipped to meet their needs.
With the Small Business Programs Act
of 2007 that is exactly what we are giv-
ing entrepreneurs.

This legislation ensures that our
Nations’s 27 million entrepreneurs have
access to the business development as-
sistance that they need and deserve.
These firms employ one half of our
workforce, spur economic development
and revitalize our communities. When
their businesses are growing and flour-
ishing, the benefits are felt across the
country.

With the passage of H.R. 3866, we set
program levels for SBA’s entrepre-
neurial assistance initiatives, updating
and modernizing them. The primary
role of the SBA is to help entre-
preneurs who have the drive but need
assistance. It is clear that small firms
play a crucial role in our economy. By
ensuring that these businesses have
current and sufficient assistance, we
are investing in our communities, help-
ing to create jobs, and benefiting the
Nation as a whole.

I would like to take this opportunity
to thank Ranking Member CHABOT for
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your collaboration for us to work to-
gether in a responsible way, to follow
regular order, and I am very proud that
every time that we have considered
legislation, we have done so in a very
inclusive, open way and we can show
results. With the passage of this bill,
we have passed 15 bills through the
House of Representatives. I am very
proud of that product. It shows the
things that can be done when we re-
spect each other despite our dif-
ferences. But we show the American
public that we are willing to work to-
gether on their behalf.

I also would like to take an oppor-
tunity to thank the staff that worked
on this legislation from the Small
Business Committee majority staff,
Tim Slattery and Michael Day, and
from the minority staff, Barry Pineles,
Kevin Fitzpatrick and Mike Smullen. I
strongly urge my colleagues to vote for
H.R. 3866, the Small Business Programs
Act of 2007.

_ GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 3866,
as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3866, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 2(a)l of rule IX, I rise to
give notice of my intent to raise a
question of the privilege of the House.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

Resolved, That Richard B. Cheney, Vice
President of the United States, is impeached
for high crimes and misdemeanors, and that
the following articles of impeachment be ex-
hibited to the United States Senate:

Articles of impeachment exhibited by the
House of Representatives of the United
States of America in the name of itself and
of the people of the United States of Amer-
ica, against Richard B. Cheney, Vice Presi-
dent of the United States of America, in
maintenance and support of its impeachment
against him for high crimes and mis-
demeanors.

ARTICLE I

In his conduct while Vice President of the
United States, Richard B. Cheney, in viola-
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tion of his constitutional oath to faithfully
execute the office of Vice President of the
United States and, to the best of his ability,
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and in violation of
his constitutional duty to take care that the
laws be faithfully executed, has purposely
manipulated the intelligence process to de-
ceive the citizens and Congress of the United
States by fabricating a threat of Iraqi weap-
ons of mass destruction to justify the use of
the United States Armed Forces against the
nation of Iraq in a manner damaging to our
national security interests, to wit:

(1) Despite all evidence to the contrary,
the Vice President actively and systemati-
cally sought to deceive the citizens and Con-
gress of the United States about an alleged
threat of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction:

(A) ‘We know they have biological and
chemical weapons.” March 17, 2002, Press
Conference by Vice President Dick Cheney
and His Highness Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, Crown Prince of Bahrain at Shaikh
Hamad Palace.

(B) ‘. . . and we know they are pursuing nu-
clear weapons.’ March 19, 2002, Press Briefing
by Vice President Dick Cheney and Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in Jerusalem.

(C) ‘And he is actively pursuing nuclear
weapons at this time . . .” March 24, 2002,
CNN Late Edition interview with Vice Presi-
dent Cheney.

(D) ‘We know he’s got chemicals and bio-
logical and we know he’s working on nu-
clear.” May 19, 2002, NBC Meet the Press
interview with Vice President Cheney.

(E) ‘But we now know that Saddam has re-
sumed his efforts to acquire nuclear weapons

. Simply stated, there is no doubt that
Saddam Hussein now has weapons of mass
destruction. There is no doubt that he is
amassing them to use against our friends,
against our allies, and against us.” August 26,
2002, Speech of Vice President Cheney at
VFW 103rd National Convention.

(F) ‘Based on intelligence that’s becoming
available, some of it has been made public,
more of it hopefully will be, that he has in-
deed stepped up his capacity to produce and
deliver biological weapons, that he has re-
constituted his nuclear program to develop a
nuclear weapon, that there are efforts under
way inside Iraq to significantly expand his
capability.” September 8, 2002, NBC Meet the
Press interview with Vice President Cheney.

(G) ‘He is, in fact, actively and aggres-
sively seeking to acquire nuclear weapons.’
September 8, 2002, NBC Meet the Press inter-
view with Vice President Cheney.

(H) ‘And we believe he has, in fact, recon-
stituted nuclear weapons.” March 16, 2003,
NBC Meet the Press interview with Vice
President Cheney.

(2) Preceding the March 2003 invasion of
Iraq the Vice President was fully informed
that no legitimate evidence existed of weap-
ons of mass destruction in Iraqg. The Vice
President pressured the intelligence commu-
nity to change their findings to enable the
deception of the citizens and Congress of the
United States.

(A) Vice President Cheney and his Chief of
Staff, Lewis Libby, made multiple trips to
the CIA in 2002 to question analysts studying
Iraq’s weapons programs and alleged links to
al Qaeda, creating an environment in which
analysts felt they were being pressured to
make their assessments fit with the Bush ad-
ministration’s policy objectives accounts.

(B) Vice President Cheney sought out
unverified and ultimately inaccurate raw in-
telligence to prove his preconceived beliefs.
This strategy of cherry picking was em-
ployed to influence the interpretation of the
intelligence.

(3) The Vice President’s actions corrupted
or attempted to corrupt the 2002 National In-
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telligence Estimate, an intelligence docu-
ment issued on October 1, 2002, and carefully
considered by Congress prior to the October
10, 2002, vote to authorize the use of force.
The Vice President’s actions prevented the
necessary reconciliation of facts for the Na-
tional Intelligence Estimate which resulted
in a high number of dissenting opinions from
technical experts in two Federal agencies.

(A) The State Department’s Bureau of In-
telligence and Research dissenting view in
the October 2002 National Intelligence Esti-
mate stated ‘Lacking persuasive evidence
that Baghdad has launched a coherent effort
to reconstitute it’s nuclear weapons program
INR is unwilling to speculate that such an
effort began soon after the departure of UN
inspectors or to project a timeline for the
completion of activities it does not now see
happening. As a result INR is unable to pre-
dict that Iraq could acquire a nuclear device
or weapon.’.

(B) The State Department’s Bureau of In-
telligence and Research dissenting view in
the October 2002 National Intelligence Esti-
mate also stated that ‘Finally, the claims of
Iraqi pursuit of natural uranium in Africa
are, in INR’s assessment, highly dubious.’.

(C) The State Department’s Bureau of In-
telligence and Research dissenting view in
the October 2002 National Intelligence Esti-
mate references a Department of Energy
opinion by stating that ‘INR accepts the
judgment of technical experts at the US De-
partment of Energy (DOE) who have con-
cluded that the tubes Iraq seeks to acquire
are poorly suited for use in gas centrifuges
to be used for uranium enrichment and finds
unpersuasive the arguments advanced by
others to make the case that they are in-
tended for that purpose.’.

The Vice President subverted the national
security interests of the United States by
setting the stage for the loss of more than
3800 United States service members; the loss
of more than 1 million innocent Iraqi citi-
zens since the United States invasion; the
loss of approximately $500 billion in war
costs which has increased our Federal debt;
the loss of military readiness within the
United States Armed Services due to over-
extension, lack of training and lack of equip-
ment; the loss of United States credibility in
world affairs; and the decades of likely
blowback created by the invasion of Iraq.

In all of this, Vice President Richard B.
Cheney has acted in a manner contrary to
his trust as Vice President, and subversive of
constitutional government, to the prejudice
of the cause of law and justice and the mani-
fest injury of the people of the United
States. Wherefore, Vice President Richard B.
Cheney, by such conduct, is guilty of an im-
peachable offense warranting removal from
office.

ARTICLE II

In his conduct while Vice President of the
United States, Richard B. Cheney, in viola-
tion of his constitutional oath to faithfully
execute the office of Vice President of the
United States and, to the best of his ability,
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and in violation of
his constitutional duty to take care that the
laws be faithfully executed, purposely ma-
nipulated the intelligence process to deceive
the citizens and Congress of the United
States about an alleged relationship between
Iraq and al Qaeda in order to justify the use
of the United States Armed Forces against
the nation of Iraq in a manner damaging to
our national security interests, to wit:

(1) Despite all evidence to the contrary,
the Vice President actively and systemati-
cally sought to deceive the citizens and the
Congress of the United States about an al-
leged relationship between Iraq and al
Qaeda:
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(A) ‘His regime has had high-level contacts
with Al Qaeda going back a decade and has
provided training to Al Qaeda terrorists.” De-
cember 2, 2002, Speech of Vice President Che-
ney at the Air National Guard Senior Lead-
ership Conference.

(B) ‘His regime aids and protects terror-
ists, including members of Al Qaeda. He
could decide secretly to provide weapons of
mass destruction to terrorists for use
against us.” January 30, 2003, Speech of Vice
President Cheney to 30th Political Action
Conference in Arlington, Virginia.

(C) ‘We know he’s out trying once again to
produce nuclear weapons and we know that
he has a long-standing relationship with var-
ious terrorist groups, including the Al Qaeda
organization.” March 16, 2003, NBC Meet the
Press interview with Vice President Cheney.

(D) ‘We learned more and more that there
was a relationship between Iraq and Al
Qaeda that stretched back through most of
the decade of the ’90s, that it involved train-
ing, for example, on biological weapons and
chemical weapons . . .” September 14, 2003,
NBC Meet the Press interview with Vice
President Cheney.

(E) ‘Al Qaeda had a base of operation there
up in Northeastern Iraq where they ran a
large poisons factory for attacks against Eu-
ropeans and U.S. forces.” October 3, 2003,
Speech of Vice President Cheney at Bush-
Cheney ’04 Fundraiser in Iowa.

(F) ‘He also had an established relationship
with Al Qaeda providing training to Al
Qaeda members in areas of poisons, gases,
and conventional bombs.” October 10, 2003,
Speech of Vice President Cheney to the Her-
itage Foundation.

(G) ‘Al Qaeda and the Iraqi intelligence
services have worked together on a number
of occasions.” January 9, 2004, Rocky Moun-
tain News interview with Vice President
Cheney.

(H) ‘I think there’s overwhelming evidence
that there was a connection between Al
Qaeda and the Iraqi government.” January
22, 2004, NPR: Morning Edition interview
with Vice President Cheney.

(I) ‘First of all, on the question of—of
whether or not there was any kind of rela-
tionship, there clearly was a relationship.
It’s been testified to; the evidence is over-
whelming.” June 17, 2004, CNBC: Capital Re-
port interview with Vice President Cheney.

(2) Preceding the March 2003 invasion of
Iraq the Vice President was fully informed
that no credible evidence existed of a work-
ing relationship between Iraq and al Qaeda, a
fact articulated in several official docu-
ments, including:

(A) A classified Presidential Daily Briefing
ten days after the September 11, 2001, at-
tacks indicating that the United States in-
telligence community had no evidence link-
ing Saddam Hussein to the September 11th
attacks and that there was ‘scant credible
evidence that Iraq had any significant col-
laborative ties with Al Qaeda’.

(B) Defense Intelligence Terrorism Sum-
mary No. 044-02, issued in February 2002 by
the United States Defense Intelligence Agen-
cy, which challenged the credibility of infor-
mation gleaned from captured al Qaeda lead-
er al-Libi. The DIA report also cast signifi-
cant doubt on the possibility of a Saddam
Hussein-al-Qaeda conspiracy: ‘Saddam’s re-
gime is intensely secular and is wary of Is-
lamic revolutionary movements. Moreover,
Baghdad is unlikely to provide assistance to
a group it cannot control.’.

(C) A January 2003 British intelligence
classified report on Iraq that concluded that
‘there are no current links between the Iraqi
regime and the al-Qaeda network’.

The Vice President subverted the national
security interests of the United States by
setting the stage for the loss of more than
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3,800 United States service members; the loss
of more than 1 million innocent Iraqi citi-
zens since the United States invasion; the
loss of approximately $500 billion in war
costs which has increased our Federal debt;
the loss of military readiness within the
United States Armed Services due to over-
extension, lack of training and lack of equip-
ment; the loss of United States credibility in
world affairs; and the decades of likely
blowback created by the invasion of Iraq.

In all of this, Vice President Richard B.
Cheney has acted in a manner contrary to
his trust as Vice President, and subversive of
constitutional government, to the prejudice
of the cause of law and justice and the mani-
fest injury of the people of the United
States. Wherefore, Vice President Richard B.
Cheney, by such conduct, is guilty of an im-
peachable offense warranting removal from
office.

ARTICLE IIT

In his conduct while Vice President of the
United States, Richard B. Cheney, in viola-
tion of his constitutional oath to faithfully
execute the office of Vice President of the
United States and, to the best of his ability,
preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and in violation of
his constitutional duty to take care that the
laws be faithfully executed, has openly
threatened aggression against the Republic
of Iran absent any real threat to the United
States, and done so with the United States
proven capability to carry out such threats,
thus undermining the national security of
the United States, to wit:

(1) Despite no evidence that Iran has the
intention or the capability of attacking the
United States and despite the turmoil cre-
ated by United States invasion of Iraq, the
Vice President has openly threatened aggres-
sion against Iran as evidenced by the fol-
lowing:

(A) ‘For our part, the United States is
keeping all options on the table in address-
ing the irresponsible conduct of the regime.
And we join other nations in sending that re-
gime a clear message: We will not allow Iran
to have a nuclear weapon.” March 7, 2006,
Speech of Vice President Cheney to Amer-
ican Israel Public Affairs Committee 2006
Policy Conference.

(B) ‘But we’ve also made it clear that all
options are on the table.” January 24, 2007,
CNN Situation Room interview with Vice
President Cheney.

(C) ‘When we—as the President did, for ex-
ample, recently—deploy another aircraft
carrier task force to the Gulf, that sends a
very strong signal to everybody in the region
that the United States is here to stay, that
we clearly have significant capabilities, and
that we are working with friends and allies
as well as the international organizations to
deal with the Iranian threat.” January 29,
2007, Newsweek interview with Vice Presi-
dent Cheney.

(D) ‘But I've also made the point and the
President has made the point that all op-
tions are still on the table.” February 24,
2007, Vice President Cheney at Press Briefing
with Australian Prime Minister in Sydney,
Australia.

(2) The Vice President, who repeatedly and
falsely claimed to have had specific, detailed
knowledge of Iraq’s alleged weapons of mass
destruction capabilities, is no doubt fully
aware of evidence that demonstrates Iran
poses no real threat to the United States as
evidenced by the following:

(A) ‘I know that what we see in Iran right
now is not the industrial capacity you can
[use to develop a] bomb.” Mohamed
ElBaradei, Director General of International
Atomic Energy Agency, February 19, 2007.

(B) Iran indicated its ‘full readiness and
willingness to negotiate on the modality for
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the resolution of the outstanding issues with
the TAEA, subject to the assurances for deal-
ing with the issues in the framework of the
Agency, without the interference of the
United Nations Security Council’. IAEA
Board Report, February 22, 2007.

(C) ‘. .. so whatever they have, what we
have seen today, is not the kind of capacity
that would enable them to make bombs.’
Mohamed El1 Baradei, Director General of
International Atomic Energy Agency, Feb-
ruary 19, 2007.

(3) The Vice President is fully aware of the
actions taken by the United States towards
Iran that are further destabilizing the world
as evidenced by the following:

(A) The United States has refused to en-
gage in meaningful diplomatic relations with
Iran since 2002, rebuffing both bilateral and
multilateral offers to dialogue.

(B) The United States is currently engaged
in a military buildup in the Middle East that
includes the increased presence of the United
States Navy in the waters near Iran, signifi-
cant United States Armed Forces in two na-
tions neighboring to Iran, and the installa-
tion of anti-missile technology in the region.

(C) News accounts have indicated that
military planners have considered the B61-
11, a tactical nuclear weapon, as one of the
options to strike underground bunkers in
Iran.

(D) The United States has been linked to
anti-Iranian organizations that are attempt-
ing to destabilize the Iranian government, in
particular the Mujahideen-e Khalgq (MEK),
even though the state department has brand-
ed it a terrorist organization.

(E) News accounts indicate that United
States troops have been ordered into Iran to
collect data and establish contact with anti-
government groups.

(4) In the last three years the Vice Presi-
dent has repeatedly threatened Iran. How-
ever, the Vice President is legally bound by
the U.S. Constitution’s adherence to inter-
national law that prohibits threats of use of
force.

(A) Article VI of the United States Con-
stitution states, ‘This Constitution, and the
Laws of the United States which shall be
made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties
made, or which shall be made, under the Au-
thority of the United States, shall be the su-
preme Law of the Land.” Any provision of an
international treaty ratified by the United
States becomes the law of the United States.

(B) The United States is a signatory to the
United Nations Charter, a treaty among the
nations of the world. Article II, Section 4 of
the United Nations Charter states, ‘All Mem-
bers shall refrain in their international rela-
tions from the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity or political inde-
pendence of any state, or in any other man-
ner inconsistent with the Purposes of the
United Nations.” The threat of force is ille-
gal.

(C) Article 51 lays out the only exception,
‘Nothing in the present Charter shall impair
the inherent right of individual or collective
self-defense if an armed attack occurs
against a Member of the United Nations,
until the Security Council has taken meas-
ures necessary to maintain international
peace and security.” Iran has not attacked
the United States; therefore any threat
against Iran by the United States is illegal.

The Vice President’s deception upon the
citizens and Congress of the United States
that enabled the failed United States inva-
sion of Iraq forcibly altered the rules of di-
plomacy such that the Vice President’s re-
cent belligerent actions towards Iran are de-
stabilizing and counterproductive to the na-
tional security of the United States.

In all of this, Vice President Richard B.
Cheney has acted in a manner contrary to
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his trust as Vice President, and subversive of
constitutional government, to the prejudice
of the cause of law and justice and the mani-
fest injury of the people of the United
States. Wherefore Richard B. Cheney, by
such conduct, warrants impeachment and
trial, and removal from office.

O 1400

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SERRANO). Under rule IX, a resolution
offered from the floor by a Member
other than the majority leader or the
minority leader as a question of the
privileges of the House has immediate
precedence only at a time designated
by the Chair within 2 legislative days
after the resolution is properly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from Ohio will appear in the
RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

———

KIDS IN DISASTERS WELL-BEING,
SAFETY, AND HEALTH ACT OF 2007

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3495) to establish a National Com-
mission on Children and Disasters, a
National Resource Center on Children
and Disasters, and for other purposes,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 349

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Kids in Disas-
ters Well-being, Safety, and Health Act of 2007".
SEC. 2. DEFINITION.

In this Act, the terms ‘“‘child” and ‘‘children”
mean an individual or individuals, respectively,
who have not attained 18 years of age.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF COMMISSION.

There is established a commission to be known
as the “National Commission on Children and
Disasters’ (referred to in this Act as the ‘“‘Com-
mission’’).

SEC. 4. PURPOSES OF COMMISSION.

The purposes of the Commission are to—

(1) conduct a comprehensive study to examine
and assess the needs of children as they relate
to preparation for, response to, and recovery
from all hazards, including major disasters and
emergencies;

(2) build upon the investigations of other enti-
ties and avoid unnecessary duplication, by re-
viewing the findings, conclusions, and rec-
ommendations of other commissions, Federal,
State, and local govermments, or mnongovern-
mental entities, relating to the needs of children
as they relate to preparation for, response to,
and recovery from all hazards, including major
disasters and emergencies; and

(3) submit a report to the President and Con-
gress on specific findings, conclusions, and rec-
ommendations to address the needs of children
as they relate to preparation for, response to,
and recovery from all hazards, including major
disasters and emergencies.

SEC. 5. COMPOSITION OF COMMISSION.

(a) MEMBERS.—The Commission shall be com-

posed of 10 members, of whom—
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(1) 1 member shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent;

(2) 1 member, who is of a different political
party than that of the member appointed under
paragraph (1), shall be appointed by the Presi-
dent;

(3) 2 members shall be appointed by the major-
ity leader of the Senate;

(4) 2 members shall be appointed by the minor-
ity leader of the Senate;

(5) 2 members shall be appointed by the
Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(6) 2 members shall be appointed by the minor-
ity leader of the House of Representatives.

(b) CHAIRPERSON AND VICE-CHAIRPERSON SE-
LECTION.—The Chairperson and Vice Chair-
person shall be elected from among members of
the Commission.

(c) GOVERNMENTAL APPOINTEES.—An indi-
vidual appointed to the Commission may not be
an official or employee of the Federal Govern-
ment.

(d) COMMISSION REPRESENTATION.—The Com-
mission shall include—

(1) representatives from private nonprofit enti-
ties with demonstrated expertise in addressing
the needs of children as they relate to prepara-
tion for, response to, and recovery from all haz-
ards, including major disasters and emergencies;
and

(2) State emergency managers and local emer-
gency managers.

(e) QUALIFICATIONS.—Members
under subsection (a) shall include—

(1) individuals involved with providing serv-
ices to children, including health, education,
housing, and other social services, including
grant and entitlement programs;

(2) individuals with experience in emergency
management, including coordination of re-
sources and services among State and local gov-
ernments, the Federal Government, and non-
governmental entities;

(3) individuals with philanthropic experience
focused on the needs of children;

(4) individuals with experience in providing
donated goods and services, including personnel
services, to meet the needs of children and fami-
lies as they relate to preparation for, response
to, and recovery from all hazards, including
major disasters and emergencies; and

(5) individuals who have conducted academic
research into related issues.

(f) APPOINTMENTS.—AIL members of the Com-
mission shall be appointed not later than 90
days after the date of enactment of this Act.

(9) INITIAL MEETING.—The Commission shall
meet and begin the operations of the Commis-
sion not later than 120 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act.

(h) QUORUM AND VACANCY.—

(1) QUORUM.—A majority of the members of
the Commission shall constitute a quorum, but a
lesser number of members may hold hearings.

(2) VAcAnNcYy.—Any vacancy in the Commis-
sion shall mot affect its powers and shall be
filled in the same manner in which the original
appointment was made.

SEC. 6. DUTIES OF COMMISSION.

The Commission shall—

(1) conduct a comprehensive study that exam-
ines and assesses the needs of children as they
relate to preparation for, response to, and recov-
ery from all hazards, including major disasters
and emergencies, including specific findings re-
lating to—

(A) children’s physical and mental health;

(B) child care, including in private for-profit
and nonprofit settings;

(C) child welfare;

(D) elementary and secondary education;

(E) sheltering, temporary housing, and afford-
able housing;

(F) transportation;

(G) entitlement and grant programs;

(H) juvenile justice;

(I) evacuation; and

appointed
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(J) relevant activities in emergency manage-
ment;

(2) identify, review, and evaluate existing law
relevant to the needs of children as they relate
to preparation for, response to, and recovery
from all hazards, including major disasters and
emergencies;

(3) identify, review, and evaluate the lessons
learned from past disasters and emergencies rel-
ative to addressing the needs of children; and

(4) submit a report to the President and Con-
gress on the Commission’s specific findings, con-
clusions, and recommendations to address the
needs of children as they relate to preparation
for, response to, and recovery from all hazards,
including major disasters and emergencies, in-
cluding specific recommendations on the need
for planning and establishing a national re-
source center on children and disasters, coordi-
nation of resources and services, administrative

actions, policies, regulations, financing, and
legislative changes as the Commission considers
appropriate.

SEC. 7. POWERS OF COMMISSION.

(a) HEARINGS.—The Commission may hold
such hearings, meet and act at such times and
places, and receive such evidence as may be nec-
essary to carry out the functions of the Commis-
sion.

(b) INFORMATION FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission may secure
directly from any executive department, bureau,
agency, board, commission, office, independent
establishment, or instrumentality of the Federal
Government such information, suggestions, esti-
mates, and statistics as the Commission con-
siders necessary to carry out this Act.

(2) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—On request
of the Chairperson of the Commission, each de-
partment, bureau, agency, board, commission,
office, independent establishment, or instrumen-
tality shall, to the extent authorized by law,
provide the requested information to the Com-
mission

(3) RECEIPT, HANDLING, STORAGE, AND DIS-
SEMINATION.—Information shall only be re-
ceived, handled, stored, and disseminated by
members of the Commission and its staff con-
sistent with all applicable statutes, regulations,
and Executive orders.

(c) ASSISTANCE FROM FEDERAL AGENCIES.—

(1) GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION.—On
request of the Chairperson of the Commission,
the Administrator of General Services shall pro-
vide to the Commission, on a reimbursable basis,
administrative support and other services nec-
essary for the Commission to carry out its du-
ties.

(2) OTHER DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES.—In
addition to the assistance provided for under
paragraph (1), departments and agencies of the
United States may provide to the Commission
such services as they may determine advisable
and as authorized by law.

(d) CONTRACTING.—The Commission may enter
into contracts to enable the Commission to dis-
charge its duties under this Act.

(e) DONATIONS.—The Commission may accept,
use, and dispose of donations of services or
property.

(f) POSTAL SERVICES.—The Commission may
use the United States mails in the same manner
and under the same conditions as a department
or agency of the United States.

SEC. 8. STAFF OF COMMISSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Chairperson of the
Commission, in consultation with the Vice
Chairperson, in accordance with rules agreed
upon by the Commission, may appoint and fix
the compensation of a staff director and such
other personnel as may be necessary to enable
the Commission to carry out its functions, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of title 5, United
States Code, except that no rate of pay fixed
under this subsection may exceed the equivalent
of that payable for a position at level V of the
Executive Schedule under section 5316 of title 5,
United States Code.
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(b) STAFF OF FEDERAL AGENCIES.—Upon fre-
quest of the Chairperson of the Commission, the
head of any executive department, bureau,
agency, board, commission, office, independent
establishment, or instrumentality of the Federal
Government may detail, without reimbursement,
any of its personnel to the Commission to assist
it in carrying out its duties under this Act. Any
detail of an employee shall be without interrup-
tion or loss of civil service status or privilege.

(c) CONSULTANT SERVICES.—The Commission is
authorized to procure the services of experts and
consultants in accordance with section 3109 of
title 5, United States Code, but at rates not to
exceed the daily rate paid a person occupying a
position at level IV of the Executive Schedule
under section 5315 of title 5, United States Code.
SEC. 9. TRAVEL EXPENSES.

Each member of the Commission shall serve
without compensation, but shall receive travel
expenses, including per diem in lieu of subsist-
ence, in accordance with applicable provisions
in the same manner as persons employed inter-
mittently in the Government service are allowed
expenses under section 5703 of title 5, United
States Code.

SEC. 10. FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE ACT AP-
PLICABILITY.

The provisions of the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act shall apply to the Commission, in-
cluding the staff of the Commission.

SEC. 11. REPORTS OF COMMISSION; TERMI-
NATION.

(a) INTERIM REPORT.—Not later than Decem-
ber 31, 2008, the Commission shall submit to the
President and Congress an interim report con-
taining specific findings, conclusions, and rec-
ommendations required under this Act as have
been agreed to by a majority of Commission
members.

(b) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 24 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Commission shall submit to the President and
Congress a final report containing specific find-
ings, conclusions, and recommendations re-
quired under this Act as have been agreed to by
a majority of Commission members.

(¢) TERMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commission, and all the
authorities of this Act, shall terminate 180 days
after the date on which the final report is sub-
mitted under subsection (b).

(2) RECORDS.—Not later than the date of ter-
mination of the Commission under paragraph
(1), all records and papers of the Commission
shall be delivered to the Archivist of the United
States for deposit in the National Archives.

SEC. 12. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this Act, $2,000,000 for each of fiscal
years 2008 and 2009.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
and the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GRAVES) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 3495.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia?

There was no objection.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as amended, H.R. 3495 is
a bill to establish a national commis-
sion on children’s needs as they relate
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to all hazards, including major disas-
ters and emergencies. I strongly sup-
port the creation of this commission
because there is no doubt that in dire
circumstances the needs of children are
different from the needs of adults. This
realization is one of the many lessons
learned from Hurricane Katrina. Al-
most 5200 children were reported miss-
ing or displaced to the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children
after Hurricane Katrina. This bill is a
step in the right direction in identi-
fying the needs of children in such con-
ditions and deserves our support.

Consistent with other commissions,
this bill provides that the Chair and
Vice Chair be chosen from commission
members. The role of State and local
emergency managers is acknowledged
in commission membership along with
private nonprofit organizations. The
committee recognizes that State emer-
gency managers and local emergency
managers perform complementary but
not identical functions and therefore
recognize in a commission such as this
it is important to have both groups
represented. The commission will
produce an interim report and a final
report with specific recommendations
which will be sent to Congress and the
President. The commission member
will serve without pay and be subject
to the Federal Advisory Committee
Act requirements. The amendment au-
thorizes $2 million for fiscal years 2008
and 2009 for the commission work.

I commend my good friend and col-
league, the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. CORRINE BROWN), for her diligent
work on this bill. I strongly support
H.R. 3495 and urge its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3495, introduced by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
CORRINE BROWN), creates a National
Commission on Children and Disasters.
First, I thank Chairman OBERSTAR and
Chairwoman NORTON for working with
us to improve this legislation. I believe
our bipartisan efforts were necessary
to ensure a fair and balanced commis-
sion. I think it has resulted in a much
better legislative product.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3495 establishes a
10-member commission to examine the
needs of children and disasters. The
commission is directed to report its

findings and conclusions and rec-
ommendations to the President and the
Congress, as Chairwoman NORTON

pointed out.

The bill specifically directs the com-
mission to build upon the investiga-
tions of other entities to avoid an un-
necessary duplication of effort. For ex-
ample, last Congress the House created
the Select Committee to Investigate
Hurricane Katrina. Former Sub-
committee Chairman BILL SHUSTER
served on the select committee.

In its final report, the select com-
mittee made a number of findings with
respect to children. In response to this
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report, we passed the Post-Katrina
Emergency Management Reform Act,
which included provisions creating a
national emergency child locator cen-
ter and a national emergency family
registry and locator center.

Finally, H.R. 3495 requires both State
emergency managers and local emer-
gency managers to be represented on
the commission. This requirement en-
sures the representation on the com-
mission of the people who may very
well be responsible for implementing
its recommendations.

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion. I encourage my colleagues to do
the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. CORRINE BROWN), the
author of the bill, for such time as she
may consume.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida.
Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise in
support of my bill, H.R. 3495, the KIDS
WiSH Act.

Before I start, I would like to thank
Chairman OBERSTAR and Chairwoman
NORTON for their work in bringing this
bill through the Transportation and In-
frastructure Committee. I also would
like to thank Ranking Member MICA
and Ranking Member GRAVES for their
bipartisan support. Their leadership
and their staff have been instrumental
in strengthening the merits of the bill
and the concept of this commission. Fi-
nally, I would like to thank the House
leadership for bringing this important
bill to the floor so quickly.

The KIDS WiSH Act will establish a
National Commission on Children and
Disasters that will conduct a com-
prehensive study to examine and assess
the needs of children to prepare for, re-
spond to and recover from all major
disasters and emergencies. The bipar-
tisan commission will report to the
President and Congress on their find-
ings, conclusions and recommendations
to address the needs of children and
emergencies. In addition, the commis-
sion will consider the need for a perma-
nent national resource center on chil-
dren and disasters that will be a re-
source for emergency managers,
schools, housing agencies, transpor-
tation entities and other relevant orga-
nizations.

Disaster and emergencies strike all
over this country, and they affect chil-
dren in small and large numbers. This
spring, Greensburg, Kansas, which had
a population of 1,389, experienced a hor-
rible tornado. Children aged 0-17 make
up 25 percent of the population of Kan-
sas. That translates into about 347 chil-
dren who were affected. This may be a
small number compared to Hurricane
Katrina, but each of those children’s
lives were utterly changed after that
one tornado.

In the San Diego area, as a result of
the recent wildfires, nearly 850,000 peo-
ple were evacuated. In California, the
population is about 26 percent children
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0-17, so that translates to roughly
220,000 children who had to be evacu-
ated. On October 24, 2007, FEMA re-
ported that 13,000-plus individuals were
housed in shelters. That translates to
roughly 3,500 children.

Since Hurricane Katrina, many im-
provements to our emergency manage-
ment system have been made, but
there is still much work to be done.
The basic tenet of disasters and emer-
gencies is to ‘““make a plan.” You hear
it in public service announcements all
over Florida and the Gulf coast, and it
is written on many of the materials
distributed by FEMA. Make a plan,
make a plan.

But, for all of that talk, we do not
have a plan for children. Children are
one of our most vulnerable popu-
lations, and their needs are unique and
cannot be easily assumed from emer-
gency plans for adults.

Earlier this year I met with the chief
of the Division of Community Pediat-
rics from the University of Florida and
he brought to my attention that emer-
gency evacuation equipment is often
brought for adults, but children cannot
be transported in adult equipment, and
often that type of equipment is missed.
From needles and tubing to oxygen
masks and ventilators, children need
equipment that has been specifically
designed for their size.

Do you know if the hospitals in your
district are prepared for children in an
emergency situation? Hospitals are
just one of the many areas where im-
provements can be made for children in
emergency situations and why the
commission is needed.

More than 400,000 children under the
age of 5 lived in and were evacuated
from counties and parishes that were
declared disaster areas by FEMA in re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrina. In addi-
tion, 1,100 schools were closed imme-
diately following Hurricane Katrina.
Two years later, only 45 percent of New
Orleans schools have reopened. Finally,
the most startling statistic from Hurri-
cane Katrina is that 5,192 children were
missing or displaced and it took nearly
6% months to unite each child with
their parent. However, the effects of
disasters on children are not limited to
events of this magnitude.

O 1415

Additionally, in this day and age we
cannot keep thinking that children
will not be harmed in a terrorist at-
tack. In 1995, nineteen children were
killed and more than 80 children were
injured at the Oklahoma City bombing.

More than 6,000 children were in the
immediate area of Ground Zero during
9/11, and if the attacks were more wide-
spread, it would have reached over 1.2
million public school students.

In the D.C. area we are painfully
aware that during the sniper shooting,
schools and children are not over-
looked by terrorists. We must have a
plan for children in the event of an-
other terrorist attack.

I have been working hard to bring
this issue to light. I led 23 other Mem-
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bers to call on FEMA to have an expert
on children and disasters as a member
of the National Advisory Council. I of-
fered an amendment to the fiscal year
2008 Homeland Security appropriations
bill that will add $1 million specifically
for children and disasters.

Finally, I held an important forum
with experts from emergency manage-
ment, pediatrics and disaster recovery
to discuss how to prepare, respond to,
and recover from all hazards for chil-
dren. Over 100 people attended this
briefing to show their support for the
legislation.

As adults, we may think this is un-
necessary; but once again, we must
think how children are different. I en-
courage the commission to think out-
side the box. Children are a diverse
group and the commission should re-
member children in the context of pri-
vate schools, preschools, after-school
programs, day care facilities, pregnant
women, foster children, and orphan-
ages.

Last year, Congress passed the Pets
Evacuation and Transportation Stand-
ards Act of 2006. Congress has recog-
nized how pets can slip through the
cracks during an emergency, but has
yet to have a plan for children in an
emergency.

Children should not be forced to suf-
fer through another learning experi-
ence like Hurricane Katrina. Congress
must look forward and discover a com-
prehensive strategy for children and
emergencies that may happen such as
pandemic flu or a terrorist attack or a
major earthquake. A national commis-
sion is imperative to making progress.

This commission will solidify some of
the already good work that other orga-
nizations are doing and provide rec-
ommendations for better coordination
at the local, State, and Federal levels.

I also would like to thank organiza-
tions who have supported this bill. I
want to recognize the crucial support
of Mark Shriver from Save the Chil-
dren who has led the coalition of chil-
dren’s advocate groups.

Mr. Speaker, I will insert the list of
groups into the RECORD at this point,
and I encourage my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 3495, the KIDS WiSH Act.

Save the Children, Allergy and Asthma
Network Mothers of Asthmatics, American
Association of School Administrators, Amer-
ican Red Cross, Association of Maternal and
Child Health Programs, Catholic Charities
USA, Child Welfare League of America, Chil-
dren’s Health Fund, Habitat for Humanity,
March of Dimes, The Midwives Alliance of
North America, National Assembly on
School-Based Healthcare, National Associa-
tion of Children’s Hospitals, National Asso-
ciation of Emergency Medical Technicians,
National Association of Certified Profes-
sional Midwives, National Association of
School Nurses, National Center for Disaster
Preparedness at Columbia  University,
Safermaternity.org, and White Ribbon Alli-
ance.

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, might I
inquire if Chairwoman NORTON has any
other speakers.

Ms. NORTON. This side, I say to the
Member, has no further speakers.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I want to
once again thank the gentlelady from
Florida for this very important bill.
The tragedy on the gulf coast was a
human tragedy at every level, but the
most unbearable scenes were those of
hapless children, with and without par-
ents. It’s almost unimaginable to un-
derstand the trauma of a child who had
lost her parents during that time.

The committee, our subcommittee,
has indeed last year and this year, Mr.
Speaker, passed two important bills:
the Post-Katrina Management and Re-
form Act and, more recently, the
Katrina and Rita Recovery Act.

But all of this legislation still leaves
the gap that the gentlelady’s bill would
address, and there was probably good
reason for it. In a real sense, we don’t
know what to do yet. We know what
the problem is. We saw the problem
with our own eyes.

Then the question becomes how do
you put together what it takes to
make sure it doesn’t happen again, and
the gentlelady has wisely decided that
first we have to find out, with our bill,
for a commission to provide us with
the expertise to go further. She’s done
a real service to children of the United
States of America because such a trag-
edy could happen everywhere.

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup-
port of H.R. 3495, “Kids in Disasters Well-
Being, Safety, and Health Act of 2007.” My
life’s work has been to provide for a better fu-
ture for the next generation, and H.R. 3495 is
in keeping with this purpose.

This bill ensures that children will be pro-
tected and prepared to respond to a disaster
or other emergency by establishing a National
Commission on Children and Disasters. This
commission will provide a vital assessment of
the needs of children before, during, and after
all hazards, disasters, and emergencies. This
bill addresses many—but not all—of the en-
hancements to preparedness for children that
| have championed on the Committee on
Homeland Security. Specifically, | have been
exploring how to improve preparedness for
children and schools since the committee’s in-
ception. | look forward to continuing the com-
mittee’s work on school preparedness and
working with my colleagues on the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure on this
critical homeland security issue.

Mr. Speaker, in August 2005, my colleagues
and | on the Committee on Homeland Security
requested that the Government Accountability
Office, GAO, examine the programs at the De-
partments of Homeland Security, Education,
and Health and Human Services that are de-
signed to increase the emergency prepared-
ness of primary and secondary public school
officials, teachers, and students. In 2005, | re-
leased a report entitled “Reading, Writing, and
Readiness: A Survey of School Emergency
Plans in the 2nd Congressional District of
North Carolina.” The report highlighted the fol-
lowing three assessments: first, Federal efforts
in school preparedness are uncoordinated and
create confusion in the school community;
secondly, there is a desire among schools for
the Department of Homeland Security to take
a leadership role in school preparedness; and
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finally, school administrators are feeling the
squeeze of Federal budget cuts in emergency
preparedness.

Although schools are among the safest
places for our children, and school administra-
tors do a great job of preparing for emer-
gencies, we have evidence, both objective and
anecdotal, suggesting that schools need more
assistance to be fully prepared to respond to
any serious crisis, including terrorism.

As the only Member of Congress that
served as a school superintendent, | under-
stand the burdens faced by administrators
when implementing emergency preparedness
plans with limited resources. We need to con-
tinue to work to ensure that the Federal Gov-
ernment engages our communities in an effec-
tive and efficient manner to mitigate such bur-
den.

Earlier this year, | included language in H.R.
1684, the Fiscal Year 2008 Department of
Homeland Security Authorization Act, that ad-
dresses this critical issue. Specifically, it tasks
the DHS Under Secretary for Policy to ensure
that all policies, programs and activities devel-
oped by the Department and its components
appropriately take into consideration the needs
of and impact on children. Additionally, the As-
sistant Secretary would then work with the Of-
fice of Grants and Training in FEMA to sup-
port emergency preparedness activities for
schools. Like the current bill, my provision
raises awareness in Congress and within Fed-
eral agencies to ensure that the needs of chil-
dren, schools, and other child-centered facili-
ties are sufficiently understood and incor-
porated into Federal, State, local, and tribal
preparedness, response, and recovery plans
and activities for natural disasters as well as
acts of terrorism.

| am particularly pleased that H.R. 3495 es-
tablishes a National Resource Center on Chil-
dren and Disasters, similar to the “one-stop”
shop clearinghouse that Homeland Security
Chairman Thompson and | requested from
DHS Secretary Chertoff and Education Sec-
retary Spellings. This resource center will be
invaluable to school administrators as a single
source for Federal grants and training avail-
able to develop emergency management
plans at their schools and throughout their dis-
tricts.

| commend my colleague, CORINNE BROWN,
for introducing this bill and | am looking for-
ward to working with her to ensure that the
needs of children are properly assessed and
addressed by the Federal Government. | urge
my colleagues to join me in this cause, and in
voting in favor of this legislation.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.R. 3495, the “Kids in Dis-
asters Well-Being, Safety and Health Act of
2007”.

The importance of examining the special
needs of children in preparing for, responding
to, and recovering from emergencies and dis-
asters cannot be overstated. Approximately
one-fourth of the residents of areas damaged
or flooded by Hurricane Katrina were under
the age of 18. More than 400,000 children
under the age of five lived in or were evacu-
ated from counties or parishes declared as

disaster areas by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (“FEMA”).
Hurricane  Katrina  exposed  sobering

vulnerabilities in our Nation’s ability to meet
the needs of children during disasters. As a
result of Hurricane Katrina, 5,192 children
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were reported missing or displaced to the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Exploited Chil-
dren. Stunningly, it took 62 months to reunite
the last child separated from her family. The
impact of this prolonged separation on a child,
compounded by the other hardships related to
dealing with a tragedy, is indeed profound.

In addition, 1,100 schools were closed im-
mediately following Hurricane Katrina. Today,
more than two years later, only 45 percent of
New Orleans schools have reopened.

H.R. 3495 establishes the National Commis-
sion on Children and Disasters (“Commis-
sion”) to address the needs of children in dis-
asters.

The purposes of the Commission are to: (1)
conduct a comprehensive study to examine
and assess the needs of children as they re-
late to preparing for, responding to, and recov-
ering from all hazards, including major disas-
ters and emergencies; (2) build upon and re-
view the recommendations of other govern-
ment and nongovernmental entities that work
on issues relating to the needs of children in
disasters; and (3) report to the President and
Congress on its specific findings, conclusions,
and recommendations.

The Commission will investigate special
needs related to children’s health, child wel-
fare, elementary and secondary education, af-
fordable housing, transportation, and relevant
activities in emergency mitigation, prepared-
ness, response, and recovery. The Commis-
sion is further charged with identifying, review-
ing, and evaluating the lessons learned from
past disasters and emergencies relative to ad-
dressing the needs of children.

I commend the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. BROWN) for introducing this important bill.
| also thank Mark Shriver, Vice President and
Managing Director of Save the Children, and
the many children’s advocacy groups that
strongly support this legislation and have
worked with us to bring this bill to the Floor
expeditiously.

Children are a symbol of promise and re-
birth. Protecting their safety, well-being, and
health in the wake of a disaster must be a
critically important priority of emergency man-
agement and preparedness. This Commission
will help advance that goal.

| urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting H.R. 3495, as amended.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in strong support or H.R. 3495, the
Kids in Disasters Well-Being, Safety, and
Health Act of 2007, introduced by my distin-
guished colleague from Florida, Representa-
tive CORRINE BROWN. This important legisla-
tion ensures the protection of our nations most
valuable assets, our children, during times of
disasters.

As the Chair of the Congressional Children’s
Caucus, | cannot stress enough the impor-
tance of this legislation. Children have specific
needs in cases of emergency and this legisla-
tion is an important first step towards recog-
nizing and addressing those needs. Special
steps must be taken with regards to children
before, after, and during all disasters and
emergencies, including informing them what
they should know in case of emergency and
working to reunite them with their families. In
the aftermath of the catastrophic events of
Hurricane Katrina, some 5,192 children were
missing or displaced and it was not until 6
months later that the final children were re-
united with their families. This is simply unac-
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ceptable. Children are not merely small adults,
they are children. They are much more vulner-
able to the health and safety hazards that
arise during states of emergency and disas-
ters. The American Academy of Pediatric re-
ports that in times of emergencies and disas-
ters:

Children are particularly vulnerable to aero-
solized biological or chemical agents because
they normally breathe more times per minute
than do adults, meaning they would be ex-
posed to larger doses in the same period of
time. Also, because such agents (e.g. sarin
and chlorine) are heavier than air, they accu-
mulate close to the ground—right in the
breathing zone of children.

Children are more vulnerable to agents that
act on or through the skin because their skin
is thinner and they have a larger skin surface-
to-body mass ratio than adults.

Children are more vulnerable to the effects
of agents that produce vomiting or diarrhea
because they have smaller body fluid reserves
than adults, increasing the risk of rapid pro-
gression to dehydration or shock.

Children have much smaller circulating
blood volumes than adults, so without timely
intervention, relatively small amounts of blood
loss can quickly tip the physiological scale
from reversible shock to profound, irreversible
shock or death.

Children have significant developmental
vulnerabilities not shared by adults. Infants,
toddlers and young children may not have the
motor skills to escape from the site of a haz-
ard or disaster. Even if they are able to walk,
young children may not have the cognitive
ability to know when to flee from danger, or
when to follow directions from strangers such
as in an evacuation, or to cooperate with de-
contamination.

This legislation is an important and timely
first step in addressing the specific needs of
children by establishing the legislative branch
the National Commission of Children and Dis-
asters. This commission will better address
the needs of children by identifying the spe-
cific causes and needs of children before,
after, and during disasters as well as evalu-
ating, and if necessary redressing, existing
laws relevant to such needs. It further will
evaluate lessons learned from the disasters of
September 11th, Hurricane Rita, Hurricane
Katrina, and most recently the California wild
fires and report back to the President and
Congress. Furthermore, this legislation directs
the Secretary of Health and Human Services
to establish a National Resource Center on
Children and Disasters that will be responsible
for creating, maintaining, and coordinating a
database to store information relating to the
needs of children and disseminating relevant
information on such issues to all necessary
parties.

Madam Speaker, there is no one more valu-
able and more vulnerable than our children.
As Members of the Congress, mothers, fa-
thers, sisters, and brothers, it is our responsi-
bility to ensure the protection and well-being of
our children. This legislation is an important
first step in ensuring the safety and protection
of our nation’s children in times of disasters. |
strongly urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting this extremely important legislation.

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of legislation aimed at pro-
tecting children during and after disasters. Our
current emergency management system is not
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prepared to meet the unique needs of chil-
dren. The “Kids in Disasters Well-being, Safe-
ty, and Health Act” (H.R. 3495) represents
major progress in fixing this unacceptable situ-
ation.

The most important role of government is
protecting the health and welfare of families.
This is a role that the government must not
privatize, contract out, or provide only to the
wealthy and well connected.

Unfortunately, as we all withessed after Hur-
ricane Katrina, the government failed miser-
ably to protect the most vulnerable, particularly
children. It is unclear to me whether this fail-
ure was the result negligence or incom-
petence. Perhaps it was the natural result of
running a government using a radical ideology
that believes government shouldn’t work.

What is clear to me is that this body has an
obligation to make sure government works
and finds ways to help families get back on
their feet after disasters. My home state of
California is no stranger to disasters: earth-
quakes, fires, flooding, and mudslides—we’ve
got it all. During the last several weeks,
wildfires ravaged Southern California. Just
after the worst of the fires, 1300 childcare cen-
ters were closed, affecting over 16,000 chil-
dren. These are children of first responders,
teachers, and others that have to get back to
work to make sure that the community can re-
build.

We should know if we are doing enough to
help these families. We should know if FEMA
is doing a good job of assisting those
childcare centers to reopen. We should know
if we are doing a good job of helping missing
children to locate their parents. Local commu-
nities and governments should have access to
the information and resources they need to
ensure that children’s needs are taken care of.

This bill will help to fill an enormous gap in
our disaster preparedness system. There is
currently no agency charged with safeguarding
children in the aftermath of a disaster or co-
ordinating the efforts of various levels of gov-
ernment. This bill will begin to close this gap
by establishing a National Resource Center for
Federal, State, local, and tribal governments
as well as NGOs to use to address the needs
of children before, during, and after disasters.
It will also establish a commission to examine
our past failures and make specific rec-
ommendations on how to correct those.

Our children are looking to us to take action.
| urge all of my colleagues to support this bill.

Ms. NORTON. With no further speak-
ers, Mr. Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from the District of
Columbia (Ms. NORTON) that the House
suspend the rules and pass the bill,
H.R. 3495, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

EXTENSION OF ESSENTIAL AIR
SERVICE SUBSIDIES

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the Sen-
ate bill (S. 2265) to extend the existing
provisions regarding the eligibility for
essential air service subsidies through
fiscal year 2008, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the Senate
bill.

The text of the Senate bill is as fol-
lows:

S. 2265

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ESSENTIAL AIR SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (d) of section
409 of the Vision 100—Century of Aviation
Reauthorization Act (49 U.S.C. 41731 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘September 30, 2007’
and inserting ‘‘September 30, 2008°".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
September 29, 2007, and shall apply with re-
spect to any final order issued under sub-
section (c) of section 409 of such Act that was
in effect on such date.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 48103 of title 49,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of para-
graph (3);

(B) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (4) and inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(5) $918,750,000 for the 3-month period be-
ginning October 1, 2007.”".

(2) OBLIGATION OF AMOUNTS.—Sums made
available pursuant to the amendment made
by paragraph (1) may be obligated at any
time through September 30, 2008, and shall
remain available until expended.

(b) PROJECT GRANT AUTHORITY.—Section
47104(c) of such title is amended by striking
““‘September 30, 2007,”” and inserting ‘‘Decem-
ber 31, 2007,’.

SEC. 3. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY TO LIMIT
THIRD PARTY LIABILITY OF AIR
CARRIERS ARISING OUT OF ACTS OF
TERRORISM.

Section 44303(b) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘December 31,
2006”° and inserting ‘‘December 31, 2007,

SEC. 4. FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION OP-
ERATIONS.

Section 106(k)(1) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of subpara-
graph (C);

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub-
paragraph (D) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the
following:

‘“(E) such sums as may be necessary for the
3-month period beginning October 1, 2007.”.
SEC. 5. AIR NAVIGATION FACILITIES AND EQUIP-

MENT.

Section 48101(a) of title 49, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘and” at the end of para-
graph (3);

(2) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (4) and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(5) such sums as may be necessary for the
3-month period beginning October 1, 2007.”".
SEC. 6. RESEARCH, ENGINEERING, AND DEVEL-

OPMENT.

Section 48102(a) of title 49, United States

Code, is amended—
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(1) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end of para-
graph (11)(L);

(2) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (12)(L) and inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(13) such sums as may be necessary for
the 3-month period beginning October 1,
2007.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from I1-
linois (Mr. COSTELLO) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to include extraneous mate-
rial on S. 2265.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Spe